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25-26 3rd Annual Charity Yard Sale—Benefiting  
Ontonagon County Animal Protection (OCAP), 
602 Houghton St., Ontonagon 

25-26 CopperFest Heritage Festival, Ontonagon 
(Details on page 7) 

26 Pig Roast—Food, Fun & Festivities, 2pm CT, 
Root Cellar Resort on Lake Gogebic. Portion of 
proceeds to be donated to the Lake Gogebic 
Fireflies. N11071 East Shore Rd., Marenisco 
(Details on page 9) 

26 Antique Tractor Pulling, Corn Cracking,  
Cedar Shingle Making, Events start at 9am, 
tractor pulling at 2pm. Hosted by Mich.-Wisc. 
Antique Power Club, Ontonagon County  
Fairgrounds, Greenland  

26-27 Gus Macker 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament, 
Wakefield 

  

  

  

 
 

1-2 Hot Air Balloon Rally “Saluting Heroes”,  
10am-Hodag Country Fest Grounds,  
4270 River Rd., Rhinelander, WI  

1-3 Iron County Fair, Saxon, WI 

2 Day in Clay, 10am-2pm, a FREE All Ages event 
hosted by Visitor Center Artist Camp—Make a 
mug or sculpture with local clay. Ewen-Trout 
Creek School, Ewen 

5 Finnish International Choir Concert, 7pm, 
Suggested donation $20, Finnish American  
Heritage Center, Hancock 

6 Finnish International Choir Singalong, 6pm, 
Finnish American Heritage Center, Hancock 

7-10 Gogebic County Fair, Fairgrounds, Ironwood 

9 Gladiator Booster Bonanza, Ontonagon Rec 
Center, Tickets $125 Admission & Dinner for 2. 
Purchase at Citizens State Bank or WUPY 101.1 
Office in Ontonagon 

9 White Pine Mine Reunion, 12-4pm, Call Jim 
Cook for info (715) 552-0887, White Pine  
American Legion Hall 

10 34th Lake Gogebic Firemen’s Annual Picnic, 
12-5pm CT, West Shore Fire Station on Hwy 
M64, Lake Gogebic    (Details on page 9) 

10 Ironwood Rodeo, 4pm ET, Gogebic County 
Fairgrounds, Ironwood 

11-17 U.P. State Fair, 2401 12th Ave. N., Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4011, upstatefair.org 

16 Greg Hermanson Benefit Fundraiser,  
1-6pm CT, at Gogebic Lodge,  N9600 M-64, 
Marenisco   (Details on page 9) 

22-23 19th Annual Porcupine Mountains Music  
Festival, Porcupine Mountains Ski Hill 

25 Ontonagon Area School—First Day of School 

26 Watersmeet School—First Day of School 

PICTURED ABOVE: 1. Kenton-native, Oskar the Bear lends an ear to his delulu (delusional) friend. 2. One of what seems like a 1,000 snapping turtles taking 
its sweet ol’ time crossing area roads throughout early summer this year.  3. Jared Kurtti (Bruce Crossing) representing military vets on July 5 in B.C.  4. A 
throwback photo of Kaisa Maki (Cedar Springs, MI)  visiting Lake of the Clouds in the Porkies. 5. Kaelyn Clinesmith (Ontonagon) whooping it up at the U.P. 
Rodeo in Iron River. 6. Bruce Crossing 4th of July’s business float contest winner, Big Valley Ford of Ewen. 7. Young E-TC Panther athletes (Everett Miles 
and Easton Basel) contributing their fair share of volunteer time at the annual E-TC Panthers Athletics Booster Club Steakout. 
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DID YOU KNOW?  There’s a select group of Michigan State  
Police troopers who can say they’ve lived the island life. Each year, from late 
spring into the early fall, two Michigan State Police troopers are assigned to 
live on Mackinac Island to work with the Mackinac Island Police Department. 
Because Mackinac Island’s streets have been car-free for over 100 years, 
troopers patrol by foot, bicycle and occasionally by horse and carriage!  

142 Division St., Trout Creek, MI 
906-852-3222 

Air BnB Rentals Available Onsite 

544 River St. 
ONTONAGON, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 
EWEN, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

BROKER:  

   Todd Borseth 

AGENTS:  

   Mike Urbis   
   Bonnie Maki   
   Cole Borseth 

SCENES FROM THE  
ANNUAL ONTONAGON COUNTY SENIOR FESTIVAL  

EWEN, Mich.—Ontonagon Co. Commission on Aging held its 
48th annual senior festival on July 16 at the Ewen-Trout Creek 
School in Ewen. Approximately 150 attendees enjoyed an  
afternoon filled with food, live music, prize drawings, and  
learning about local area services and organizations.   

PICTURED LEFT:  
Sawyer Forbes, the area’s new Forestry 
Assistance Program (FAP) Forester, and 
Onto. Co. Conservation District board 
member Mike Jarvi of Paulding, staffed  
the Ontonagon Co. Conservation District 
(OCCD) information table at the Senior 
Festival. 

 

AI: What It Is, Why It ’s  
Everywhere, and How You Can  
Use It Today 
Have you noticed? AI—or artificial intelligence—is everywhere in 
the news these days. If you're unfamiliar with it, don't worry. Let’s 
break it down: what AI actually is, how it works, and why so many 
people are using it every day.  

AI is changing the way we work, write, learn, and communicate.  
It’s already being used in fields like medicine (helping doctors  
analyze scans), law (summarizing complex documents), education, 
business, and even art. There are exciting opportunities, for sure—

but also important concerns, such as how AI might affect jobs, spread misinformation, or raise 
future ethical questions.  

What Is AI? Artificial Intelligence is a kind of computer technology that allows machines to do 
tasks that typically require human thinking—like understanding language, recognizing images, 
learning from experience, or making decisions. You can think of it as a kind of digital “brain” 
that can answer questions, follow instructions, conduct research, create art, create videos, edit 
photos, make any not-so-great audio or video recording sound and look fantastic, write  
essays or letters, or hold a conversation on just about any topic. 

The Most Popular Use of AI: Chatbots.  Right now, the most common way people use AI is 
through what’s called a consumer AI chatbot—a kind of online tool or app that you can talk to, 
just like you would a person. These chatbots are available for free, and you don’t need to be a 
“computer or tech person” to use one. If you can type or speak a question, you can use an AI 
chatbot. Just open the internet browser on your computer or other internet-connected device  
(e.g., mobile phone, iPad), then type the website address of the AI chatbot tool you would  
like to use. For example, type www.chatgpt.com in the browser address field to open the 
ChatGPT AI chatbot.  

You might be surprised to learn that millions of people around the world are chatting with AI 
every day. In fact, ChatGPT alone sees more than 200 million users per month—with over  
100 million messages sent daily. Whether it's help writing a letter, solving a tricky homework  
question, or just making small talk, people of all ages are finding ways to use these tools. 

Where Does AI Get Its Knowledge? AI chatbots don’t "know everything." Instead, they’re 
trained by being fed massive amounts of text—books, articles, websites, and more—that were 
publicly available up to a certain date. For example, ChatGPT was trained on information  
available up to late 2023 (unless it’s connected to a real-time internet tool). 

This means most AI chatbots: 

• Do not have access to private or live, breaking news 

• Do not browse the internet like Google 

• Do use patterns to generate helpful, realistic responses 

Think of it like this: AI doesn’t “understand” things the way humans do,  
but it’s very good at recognizing connections and producing useful, often  
insightful, responses based on what it’s read. 

Everyday Ways People Use AI.  Here’s how people are using AI chatbots every day: 

• Asking questions— “What’s a good gift for a 10-year-old?”  
     or “What is Medicare Part B?” 

• Getting writing help for emails, letters, or resumes 

• Translating languages or summarizing long articles 

• Brainstorming recipes, travel plans, or hobby ideas 

• Learning new things—like practicing a language or understanding history 

• Having a friendly chat for fun or support 

AI might seem like a big, complicated idea—but really, it’s just a new tool you  
can interact with in hundreds of different ways. And if you're still unsure whether  
it’s worth trying, consider this: Every single day, millions of people are already  
using AI—not because they’re tech experts, but because it’s helpful. And who  
knows? The smartest assistant you’ve ever had might already be sitting in your  
pocket, just waiting for you to say, “Hi.” 

PICTURED RIGHT:  
Brooke, a U.S. Postal Service clerk at the 

Ironwood Post Office, flashes a friendly 
smile as she accepts bundles containing 

1,800 copies of the Ottawa Shopper & 
906 Rambler for delivery to homes and 

businesses in the Bessemer  
and Ramsay areas. 

Her cheerful attitude was a stark  
contrast to a clerk at another post office 
(who shall remain unnamed), who, upon 

hearing his office would be receiving 
several hundred copies on a regular  

basis, offered a deadpan,  
“The carriers are going to hate you.” 

He looked exactly like someone about to 
break bad news to a co-worker—fully 

aware it won’t go over well, and equally 
certain you’ll somehow be blamed for it. 

I left the office amused. The carriers? 

Well—they can take a number..   

The price of a First-
Class Mail Forever 

stamp increased by 5¢ 
on July 13, 2025, rising 

from 73¢ to 78¢—a 
7.4% jump as part of 

the USPS’s “Delivering 
for America” plan.  

The United States 
Postal Service first  
introduced Forever 
stamps on April 12, 
2007. The stamps,  

initially priced at 41¢, 
were designed to be 
valid for the cost of a 

First-Class Mail  
1-ounce letter,  

regardless of future 
price increases.  

PICTURED BELOW:  Lee Ann Anderson of Trout Creek was recognized for her 30 years  
of service to the Ontonagon Co. Commission on Aging. From left to right are  
Joan Hissom, Nancy Reath, Lee Ann Anderson, and Kara Ray.  

Photo credit: Carol Niemi 

Photo credit: V. Talsma 

 

PICTURED RIGHT:  
Every year, the oldest man and oldest woman in attendance at 

the Senior Festival are each recognized with a special award.  

This year’s awards were presented to  
Charles Antoine (91 years) and Jean Erickson (94 years). 

Photo credit: Carol Niemi 

Advance tickets available for purchase at  
Citizens State Bank, Miners State Bank, Lake Superior 
Credit Union, WUPY, and the Onto. Township Library. 

 ONTONAGON THEATER 

$10 
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OTTAWA SHOPPER ARCHIVES 
July 16, 1959 

July 1959 
Notable  

Events & Items 

Roy Beebe Prince, a  
longtime Ontonagon  
resident born in 1870, 

passed away on July 23, 
1959 in Ontonagon  
Township at age 89. 

Reports from around the 
Gogebic Range describe 

an incident in which 6 men 
were wounded in a  

conflict (likely at or near  
a mine), prompting the 
county sheriff to appeal 
for militia support from 

the governor.  

In 1959, the Indianhead 
Mountain ski resort near 

Wakefield opened 
(summer or later),  

adding a new tourism 
landmark to Gogebic 

County.  

Construction and finishing 
touches to US 45 were  

underway throughout the 
summer of 1959, finalizing 

the last 8 miles of hard 
surface and completing a 

new bridge over the  
Ontonagon River,  

effectively connecting the 
Gulf of Mexico to Lake 
Superior via pavement. 

The bridge officially 
opened in  

November 1959.   

On-location filming of  
the courtroom drama  
Anatomy of a Murder in  
Ontonagon County—
which began in March 

1959—had just wrapped 
up in time for the film’s 

premier in the U.P. in late 
June 1959—with a  

Hollywood debut in  
Detroit on July 1, 1959.  

 Michigan’s federal  
government acknowledged 

that Odawa (Ottawa)  
and Chippewa bands—
signatories to the 1836  
and 1855 treaties—had 
ceded approximately 13 

million acres, triggering a  
reassessment of whether 

they’d been  
compensated fairly . 

 

 

GOGEBIC CO. 
POPULATION:  

~24,370 

ONTONAGON  
CO. POPULATION: 

~6,780 

 

U.S. President:  
Dwight D. Eisenhower 

V.P.: Richard Nixon 

The country was deeply 
involved in the Cold War 

with the Soviet Union.  

 . 
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AS HEARD FROM  
A LITTLE BIRD—Trout Creek,  
Paynesville, Bruce Crossing,  
Paulding, Ewen, Topaz 
TROUT CREEK: Patsy Walls (pictured below)  
served as the Grand Marshal of the Annual 4th  
of July Lawnmower Parade in Trout Creek.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TROUT CREEK: Bob Gale recently returned to town 
to attend the funeral of his friend and former basketball 
teammate, Jerry Leaf. The two played together in the 
1960s for the Trout Creek Anglers. Widely regarded as 
one of the Upper Peninsula’s all-time basketball greats, 
Gale was honored as one of the era’s elite players.  

PAYNESVILLE: In case you missed the July 21  
episode of Discovering on TV6, you can watch it  
online any time on YouTube. In this episode, producer 
Kristin Ojaniemi shares a fascinating story about the 
world’s longest-running eagle survey. Viewers get a 

rare,  
behind-the-
scenes look at 
how  
researchers 
band eaglets 
and collect 
blood  
samples—
critical steps 
in monitoring 

pollution levels in Lake Superior. The following photo 
(actually a still frame image from Kristin’s video) is a 
sneak peek from high above—89 feet in the air—
captured right from an eagle’s nest! 

BRUCE CROSSING: Alex Bannan showcased his  
jiu jitsu talent at the Cruiserweight Invitational  
Tournament held in Chicago on July 12. Competing  
in the 170lb division of a 16-man bracket, Alex  
delivered an impressive performance—submitting his 
first two opponents in under a minute each! He ulti-
mately went 2-1, with his only loss coming via ankle 
lock to a formidable competitor in his third match.  
Alex is the son of former Bruce Crossing resident Cheri 
(Antilla) Bannan and the grandson of Connie Rubin  
and the late Roger Antilla. 

 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE CROSSING: Jill Carlson was the 
lucky winner of this year’s Bruce Crossing 
Area Independence Day Celebration 50/50 
Raffle. Her winning ticket nabbed $10,398.50! 

 

The Gallery is a cooperative 
operated by local artisans. 

Featuring many one-of-a-kind items! 

Plus—BOOK EXCHANGE  

and VISITOR INFORMATION 

PICTURED BELOW: Ewen Volunteer Fire Department Chief DJ Staff braces for a splash 
while manning the dunk tank at the Bruce Crossing Area Independence Day  

Celebration on July 5. Who says fire chiefs don’t handle pressure well?  

PICTURED LEFT:  
Newlyweds Jayce 
(Herrala) Savola and  
Gage Savola share 
their first dance as  
a married couple  
following a small  
backyard ceremony  
in Bruce Crossing.  

They celebrated their  
union with a reception  
at Twilly’s.  

PICTURED ABOVE: Once rivals on the hardwood, 
now teammates in nostalgia — Ewen Bulldogs’  
Bob Franti (left) and Trout Creek Anglers’ Bob Gale 
(right) share a smile and a few decades of  
memories during Gale’s recent visit to the  
Trout Creek-Bruce Crossing area.  

EWEN: The E-TC Class of 1975 is planning their  
50-year class reunion for Log Jamboree weekend 
in September in Ewen. More details to come! 

Approximately 27 members of the E-TC Class of 
1970 gathered at the Pietila farm on July 5 to  
reminisce.  

Congratulations to Ross Avedisian, the lucky  
winner of this year’s $4,000 grand prize at the  
E-TC Panthers’ Booster Club Steakout, held on  
July 19! 

PICTURED RIGHT: Members of the 
Gerber clan smile for the camera at 

Stannard Township Park in Bruce 
Crossing on July 5. From left: Tyler 

Gerber, his uncles Charlie and Scott 
Gerber, and his dad, Steve Gerber.  

Photo credit: Steven L. Johnson 

Photo credit: Facebook-Bruce Crossing Area 4th of July Committee 

PICTURED BELOW: Tim Linna, Cathy Worachek,  
and Cathy Johnson in Bruce Crossing on July 5.  

Photo credits: Steven L. Johnson 

PICTURED ABOVE: Long-time community 
volunteer and Bruce Crossing resident, 

Amanda Brady, chats it up with  
Albert Winberg and Keela Patterson while  
serving at the Henry Holappa VFW Post’s 
annual hotdog and brat sale on July 5 in 

Bruce Crossing. 
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OTTAWA SHOPPER ARCHIVES 
July 12, 1973 

 

 

 

 

July 1973  
Notable  

Events & Items 

The OPEC oil crisis was 
approaching (October 
1973), but by July gas  

prices were already rising 
and inflation was already 

causing concern. 

Farmers in the Midwest 
were being squeezed by 
higher input costs and 

stagnant prices. 

Meat prices soared. 

Concern about pesticides, 
pollution, and industrial 
runoff was increasing,  

especially along  
Lake Superior and inland 

waterways  

Local groups in the U.P. 
and northern Wisconsin 
were beginning to push  
for stronger protections 

on forest lands and  
watersheds. 

 

GOGEBIC CO. 
POPULATION:  

~21,100 

ONTONAGON  
CO. POPULATION: 

~11,200 

 

U.S. President:  
Richard Nixon 

V.P.: Spiro Agnew 

Remaining American 
troops deployed for the 
Vietnam conflict were  
returning home and  

the draft ended. 

The Watergate hearings 
were nationally televised in 
summer 1973. On July 13, 
1973, White House aide 
Alexander Butterfield  
revealed the existence  
of Nixon's secret Oval  
Office tape recordings. 

 

Top 10 Country Singles 

#1 - Why Me 
Kris Kristofferson 

#2 - Love is the Foundation 
Loretta Lynn 

#3 - You Were Always There 
Donna Fargo 

Top 5 TV Shows 

#1 - All in the Family 

#2 - The Waltons 

#3 - Sanford and Son 

#4 - MAS*H 

#5 - Hawaii Five-O 

 

 

 . 
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OTTAWA SHOPPER ARCHIVES 
June 28, 1984 

SIDE A:  GOG. CO. POPULATION: ~19,628 
ONTO. CO. POPULATION: ~9,600 
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AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD—
Rockland, Ontonagon, Mass City, 
Greenland, White Pine, and the  
Porcupine Mountains 
ONTONAGON:  The kennels at Ontonagon County 
Animal Protection (OCAP) are currently full—it's a 
great time to consider adopting a shelter cat or dog. The 
shelter is also upgrading its 12 dog kennels and is seeking 
$250 sponsorships to help cover costs. Sponsors may add 
a personalized message engraved on a kennel door  
(e.g., In loving memory of). Donations can be dropped off 
at the shelter (19504 State Hwy M38, Ontonagon) on  
Saturdays from 1–4 p.m., or mailed with your personali-
zation to: OCAP, P.O. Box 315, Ontonagon, MI 49953. 

Pick-Up & Play –Volunteers are needed for a quick 
cleanup of Ontonagon Township Park and Beach on 
Tuesday, July 22. Meet at the park—cleanup lasts about 
30 minutes, then it’s time to play! Bring work gloves; 
garbage bags and plastic gloves will be provided.  
Hosted by the Ontonagon Township Library.  

The Ontonagon Theater of Performing Arts is hosting a 
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES. The next  
concert features Jack Jolliff on Friday, July 25 at 6:30pm. 
Grab a lawn chair and come on down to the theater  
(311 N. Steel St., Onto.) for some great music! Also part 
of the concert series, Lightning Ridge will be performing 
on Friday, August 8 at 6:30pm. 

The Onto. County Cancer Association’s EQUIPMENT 
LOAN CLOSET has moved to Cane Court. The closet 
offers wheelchairs, commodes, beds, and other equipment 
to the pubic free of charge. Call (906) 884-2258 Mon-Fri 
8am-3pm. After hours call (906) 884-3000. 

A new shop called Timeless Paragon just opened on 
River Street next to Sip-n-Snack—it's got yarn, handmade 
goodies, new and used books, and other fun book-themed 
items. They’re open 11am-7pm Tuesday through Friday, 
10am-2pm on Saturday. 

Screening mammograms (2D & 3D) are BACK at the 
Aspirus Ontonagon Clinic. Diagnostic follow-ups are 
not available at this location, only screenings. Call the 
clinic for an appointment at (906) 884-8240.  

GREENLAND:  The Adventure Mtn Speedshows,  
hosted by the Adventure Mtn Horse Club (AMHC), is 
having another successful summer, with several dozen 
riders participating in each event. The next show is  
Sunday, July 27 at 10am at the  
Onto. Co. Fairgrounds in  
Greenland. The shows are fun to 
watch and FREE for spectators.  

 
PICTURED ON RIGHT:  

AMHC Jr. Princess Maizie Morgan 
volunteered on July 12 at the club’s 

fundraiser breakfast during the 
Adventure Mountain Bike Race.  

 
 
 

 
 

MASS CITY: St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Mass City, hosted  
Vacation Bible School (VBS) July 13–16, beginning  
with a parish-wide worship service and picnic on  
Sunday and concluding with a program and an ice cream 
social on Thursday.  

THIS AD IS SPONSORED BY THE OTTAWA SHOPPER & 906 RAMBLER 

SHARING IS CARING: The Ontonagon County Cancer Association recently posted 
this information on Facebook.   

DNR'S WESTERN UP CITIZENS' ADVISORY COUNCIL TO MEET 
JULY 24 IN ONTONAGON COUNTY  
July 15, 2025: The Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Western U.P. Citizens’  
Advisory Council is scheduled to hear an outlook on state parks in the western U.P. and  
receive updates on the DNR’s wolf abundance trail camera survey and moose research study 
when the council meets this month in Ontonagon. 

The meeting will take place from 6 to 8:30 p.m. EDT Thursday, July 24 at the Lake Superior 
Sportsmen’s Club’s conference room, located at 31433 M-64, Ontonagon. Additional  
business includes reports from various DNR division staff, old business items and subcom-
mittee reports.  

For public comment instructions or additional details, please contact Kristi Dahlstrom at 
dahlstromk@michigan.gov or 906-226-1331. 

The DNR’s eastern and western Upper Peninsula citizens’ advisory councils are designed to 
provide local input to advise the DNR on regional programs and policies, identify areas in 
which the department can be more effective and responsive and offer insight and guidance 
from members’ own experiences and constituencies. The council members represent a wide 
variety of natural resource and recreation interests. Agenda items are set by the council  
members and council recommendations are forwarded to the DNR for consideration. 

To find application forms to be considered for a future council member vacancy, or to locate 
meeting packets and agendas, visit the council's DNR webpage. For more information,  
contact the DNR Upper Peninsula field deputy’s office at 906-226-1331. 

PICTURED ABOVE: Fortune Lake Lutheran Bible Camp counselors Aitana, Charley, 
and Lily led Vacation Bible School worship, Bible study, crafts, and activities 
throughout the week at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Mass City.  
Also pictured are some of the 16 children who attended.  

COPPER PEAK—ADVENTURE RIDE  
LIMITED HOURS OF OPERATION  
IRONWOOD, Mich.—Copper Peak’s 2025 Season has is underway, but with 
a few important changes. With the Landing Hill Reconstruction Project now 
underway, the Copper Peak Adventure Ride has limited hours. The Adven-
ture Ride is open Sundays only, 9:30am – 4:30pm, with the last ticket sold at 
4:00pm CST. Tickets may be purchased at the chalet when you arrive. As 
always, weather conditions may require the ride to close or limit access. The 
Copper Peak Mountain Bike Trails are also close until further notice due to 
the construction. Plans are underway to still hold the Copper Peak Trails 
Fest – possibly with a revised schedule – the weekend after Labor Day.  

Note: The “Landing Hill Reconstruction Project” is a Copper Peak’s $20 
million transformation project, announced in September 2024. The project 
aims to transform Copper Peak into a world-class, year-round ski jumping 
destination, poised to attract visitors and athletes from across the globe.  
Copper Peak is located at N13870 Copper Peak Road in Ironwood, MI.  
Source: https://copperpeak.net/copper-peak-adventure-ride-updated-hours-for-2025-
season, 6/23/2025 

 

Photo credit:  
Facebook-Adventure Mountain 

Photo credit: Ken Raisanen 
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OTTAWA SHOPPER ARCHIVES 
June 28, 1984 

SIDE B: Because growing up and living in the 80’s  
in the Western U.P. was awesome. 



OTTAWA SHOPPER & 906 RAMBLER     PAGE 9           July 16, 2025   

We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  

 

OBITUARIES 
DAVID J. HEIKKILA, SR., age 78, of Covington, MI, passed away Friday, July 4, 2025, at 
the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center in Iron Mountain, MI. He was born in Negaunee, MI, 
on February 10, 1947, the son of the late Waino and Julia (Nurkkala) Heikkila. David graduated 
from L’Anse High School in 1965. Following graduation, he joined the United States Marine 
Corps and served in the Vietnam War from 1966 to 1969. After his discharge, David was  
employed by the Cleveland Cliffs Corporation for 25 years, retiring in 1993. He was a lifetime 
member of Covington VFW Post #8945, a member of the Covington AMVETS, a life member 
of Keweenaw Detachment #1016 of the Marine Corps League, and served on the Covington 
Fire Department for 53 years. He also served as the Covington Deputy Sheriff Constable, a 
Covington Township official for 50 years, a Liquor Inspector for Covington Township, and was 
active with Camp Trotter. David enjoyed spending time with friends and family, chatting with 
the guys at the coffee shop, being outdoors, and spending time at his camp feeding turkeys and 
deer during the winter. He also enjoyed feeding hummingbirds and chipmunks at home. Known 
as a social butterfly, David could strike up a conversation with anyone he met. He took great 
pride in lawn mowing and keeping downtown Covington maintained to his specifications He is 
survived by his wife, Candace Heikkila of Covington; children: Emmie (Rob) Younggren of 
Covington, Kevin Heikkila of Calumet, Brian Kerttu of Covington, Rich (Tammy) Kerttu of 

Iron River, David (Dawn) Heikkila, Jr., of Albert Lea, MN, and Rachael (Carl) Lassi of Watton; eight grandchildren: Abbey, Cole, 
Christopher, Zachary, Sarah, Olivia, Adien, and Shelby; and his beloved grand-puppies: Piper “Pepper,” Cash, and June. He is also 
survived by his brother, John (Erin) Heikkila of Colgate, WI, along with many nieces, nephews, and cousins. David was preceded in 
death by his parents, Waino and Julia Heikkila, and sisters, Carol Maki and Sharon Kearney. David’s services were held July 17, 
2025, at the Covington Cemetery, beginning with the Covington Fire Department’s Last Call Procession at 11 a.m., followed by  
military honors under the direction of the Baraga American Legion Post #444. Immediately following military honors, graveside  
funeral services were conducted with Pastor Rich Little officiating. A luncheon was served at the Covington VFW Post #8945.  
The Reid Funeral Service and Chapel of L’Anse handled the funeral arrangements. 

 

PICTURED LEFT:  
From left to right - 
Rich Kallio,  
Steve and Ruth 
(Kallio) Melkie,  
Jim Dersnah, Sandy 
(Kallio) Clingon,  
Glen and Maija 
(Kallio) West,  
Bill Clingon,  
Lois (Leaf) Abramson, 
Norm and Sharm  
Kallio, Randy Maki, 
Art and Marie (Kallio) 
Beckman, Mary and 
Duane Leaf,  
Tom Leaf.  

THANK YOU 

Why It Feels Like "So Many Are Dying"  
in Ontonagon and Gogebic Counties  
If you live in Ontonagon County, Gogebic County, or the south 
end of Houghton County, you may have found yourself saying 
lately: “It feels like we’re losing someone every week.” The  
perception that more people are passing away isn’t imaginary—
it’s happening and it’s deeply felt, especially in close-knit places 
like ours where everyone knows everyone. But this shared  
experience has clear demographic and emotional roots. 

Older Populations, Closer Connections  
With a median age of 59.4, Ontonagon Co. is one of the oldest 
counties in the United States. Nearly 38–40% of our residents  
are age 65 or older, compared to under 17% nationwide. And,  
in Gogebic County, which is slightly younger, but still aging:  
the median age is 49.6, and roughly one in four residents is  
over 65. In both counties, this means a naturally higher rate of death and chronic illness—simply due to aging.  
Combine that with small populations and deep community ties, and every passing feel amplified. 

Every Loss Is Felt When “Everyone Knows Everyone” 
Unlike in urban areas where many deaths go unnoticed, here, every loss has a name, a face,  
and a connection. Whether it’s a neighbor, a former teacher, former classmate, a church friend,  
or someone you bumped into regularly at the grocery store—each passing leaves a real gap.  
With fewer than 20,000 people combined across both counties, even a handful of deaths in a  
short time can feel like a surge. 
 

Psychologist-Recommended Tools  
for Grief & Resilience  
1. Appreciate the Present: Practice simple gratitude rituals, 
like writing down one thing you're thankful for each day. 
Celebrate small joys: a visit with a friend, a familiar walk,  
a shared meal. 

2. Celebrate Those We've Lost: Hold storytelling nights, 
memory photo boards, or informal gatherings that reflect  
the person's life, not just their passing. 

3. Support Mental Wellbeing: Allow yourself to grieve—
there’s no “right way” or “right time.”  

4. Connect With Others: Social support is one of the most 
powerful tools in healing.  

Watch for signs of complicated grief, such as prolonged  
depression or withdrawal. If you're struggling, you’re not 
alone—and help is available. The Western U.P. Health  
Department, area churches, your primary care physician,  
and local senior centers can point you in the right direction 
to find grief support groups or referral services. 

 

In Closing 
The frequent losses are very real—but not a crisis. It’s the emotional weight of growing 
older together in small communities, where every connection matters. And while loss is 
part of life, how we show up for each other defines the strength of our communities. 

By understanding the "why," and embracing community-based coping and support,  
we can turn collective grief into a foundation of shared resilience, compassion,  
and memory. 

 

 

Family and friends gathered on July 2 at the Trout Creek Lutheran Community Church for a funeral service 
honoring the lives of the late Gertrude (Kallio) Leaf and her son, the late Jerry Leaf. Pictured are several of 
Gertrude’s beloved nieces and nephews, along with her surviving children. 

AREA CHURCH SERVICES  
Include your church info here for $5/month. Send details and payment to:  
Ottawa Shopper, 15853 St. Collins Rd., Bruce Crossing, MI 49912 

BERGLAND 
Bergland United Methodist: 11AM Sun. 
Worship, Pr. Dix. 108 Birch St.  
Calvary Baptist: 11AM Sun. Worship, 
201 Pine St.  

BRUCE CROSSING 
Bethany Lutheran (WELS):  
Sun. 5 PM Worship, Rev. Mark Gass  
Bruce Crossing Apostolic Lutheran 
Church: 11:30AM Sun. School, 1PM 
Worship. Communion 1st Sun; Pr. Hulko-
nen. 15121 M-28W.  
Bruce Crossing Bible Church:  
10AM Sun. School, 11AM Worship.  
Pr. Pederson, 15089 Maplewood Rd.  

COVINGTON 
Bethany Lutheran Church: 10:30AM 
Sun. Worship. Communion 1st &  3rd 
Sun., 25379 US Hwy 141.   
Trinity Lutheran: 9AM Sun. Worship 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sun., 12677 M-28.   

EWEN 
First Lutheran (ELCA):  
10AM Communion Worship 1st, 2nd, and 
4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St. 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church:  
4PM Sun. Worship. 

GREENLAND 

Greenland SDA Church: Worship 
10AM Sat., 31369 N Firesteel Rd.  

PAYNESVILLE 
First Apostolic Lutheran Church: 
10:30AM Worship 1st Sun., 2:30PM   
3rd Sun.  
Our Saviour Lutheran Church: 
(ELCA): 10AM Communion Worship 
3rd & 5th Sun., 13980 N. Paynesville Rd. 

MASS CITY 
St. Paul's Lutheran (ELCA): 10:30AM 
Sun. Worship w/ Holy Communion,  
Wed. 4-5PM Bible Adventures & Faith 
Formation children  4 yrs + 

ONTONAGON 
Ontonagon Baptist Church:   
Sun. Worship 9:45AM, 11AM, and 6PM; 
Wed. Worship 7PM. Pr. Virgil Ruchti. 
615 Greenland Rd.  
St. Paul's Lutheran (Missouri Synod): 
9AM Sun. Worship, Wed. 10AM Bible 
Study, Wed 3:30-5PM Church School, 
107 E River St. 
Siloa Lutheran Church: 9AM Sun. 
Worship, Broadcast live WUPY-101 FM, 
Wed. 4PM Siloa Seekers Children’s Hour, 
Bible Study, Monday 11AM,  Corner of 
4th and East River St.  

TROUT CREEK 
Calvary Temple AG: 9AM Sun. 
School, 10AM Sun. Worship,  
187 Division St.      
Trout Creek Lutheran Community 
Church: 11AM - 3rd Sun. Worship 

WATTON 
Apostolic Lutheran Church:  
Worship 11AM Sun. Worship,  
Communion 1st Sun, 11756 Salli Rd. 

We would like to thank all of you 

for your kindness and support 

during the passing of our beloved 

Jerry and Gertie Leaf.   

They would have been touched 

by all the friends, family, and  

colleagues who came to  

celebrate their lives. 

Thank you for the home visits, 
phone calls, cards, and gifts,  

and for all of the kind words, 

thoughts, and prayers. 

Special thanks to  
Pastor Laurie Maki for the  

beautiful service and for  

making it special for both  

Jerry and Gertie. Also thank you 

to Sandy Maki for the comforting 

music, and to Jane and Mary  

for the special treats and for  

making the church service  

so welcoming.   

Thank you also to Twilly’s for  
the delicious luncheon, and to 

Ben from Fassbender, Swanson 

and Hansen Funeral Services  

for his professionalism and  

compassion during this  

difficult time. 

Thank all of you who donated to 

the Trinity Lutheran Church in 

memory of Gertie and to the 

Ewen-Trout Creek Booster Club 

in memory of Jerry.   

Your kindness will  

never be forgotten. 

Sincerely, 

The Leaf Family  

Your kind expressions  

of support and sympathy  

have touched our hearts  

and offered us much peace  

during this time of loss.  

The Greiser Family  
Ontonagon 

Sources: USAFacts, DataUSA, U.S. Census Data 

Based on age-adjusted 
mortality rates and  
current population  
estimates, Ontonagon Co. 
can expect about 7–8 
deaths per month, while 
Gogebic Co. sees an  
average of 14–16 deaths 
per month. 

These figures are  
calculated using national 
death rate data, adjusted 
for each county’s older 
population. Because both 
counties have a high  
percentage of residents 
over 65, their mortality 
rates are above the  
national average.  

Winter months typically 
see more deaths due to 
seasonal illnesses and  
isolation, while summer 
months tend to be lower. 



OTTAWA SHOPPER & 906 RAMBLER     PAGE 10           July 16, 2025   

As Heard from a Little Bird—from around the other big lake: LAKE GOGEBIC, BERGLAND, MERRIWEATHER, MARENISCO  

MERRIWEATHER: Bergland Outfitters Bait Shop is loaded up 
with bear bait now. They have barrels packed with a bears’ favorite 
sugary and salty treats—$100. The barrel shown on the right is 
filled with Fruit Loops, candy corn, caramel corn, Cheez-its, Rice 
Krispies, Apple Jacks, and Lucky Charms marshmallows.  

MARENISCO:  Two Fat Guys Pub (305 Fair Ave.) is hosting its 
first Poker Run on Saturday, August 2. It starts at 12pm ET. 

LAKE GOGEBIC: The Lake Gogebic Chamber Membership 
Drive is underway! Chamber Memberships are $175/year for  
businesses, and a membership as a Friend of the Chamber is $25/
year. Applications can be downloaded from lakegogebicarea.com, 
or you can stop by AJ’s and pick one up. This strong, determined, 
and resilient group is always looking to grow its network and build 
new partnerships. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?    
Chocolate contains a chemical called 
theobromine, which can poison bears. 
Michigan now joins New Hampshire as 
the only two states that ban chocolate 
as bait for bear hunting. Chocolate is 
also harmful to dogs due to the  
presence of theobromine and 
caffeine. These substances stimulate 
the nervous and cardiovascular 
systems, potentially leading to  
dangerous levels in the blood-
stream. Darker chocolates are more 
dangerous because they contain higher 
concentrations of theobromine.    

PICTURED ABOVE: Members of the Bergland High School Vikings  
Class of 1972 at the Bergland All-Community Reunion on July 12. 
 

LAKE GOGEBIC WEST SHORE: Following a June visit to  
Lake Gogebic, a woman from Eagle River, WI, shared a concerning  
experience on a Lake Gogebic Fishing Facebook page on June 14:  
I know that this post has nothing to do with fishing, but I have to share. 
We were at the Gogebic Lodge a week ago Friday. We witnessed 9 people 
that were complaining about the service, put a few one dollar bills with 
the check, then exit separate doors. They each had a dinner and drinks. The bill exceeded $250. They 
escaped on a pontoon. Seven men, one woman and a little girl. Absolutely inexcusable. They give  
tourists a bad name. Shame on them. The woman’s shirt said “get screwed” on the back. One man was 
very heavy set and another one wore a straw cowboy hat. Hopefully someone will recognize them and 
report them.  Her post drew strong reactions, with many expressing outrage at the group’s behavior and 
offering support for the Gogebic Lodge, praising its consistently good service and quality food.  

MI-TRALE Trail Counters Reveal Seasonal Trends  
and Big Numbers: 211,000+ Riders in a Year                                  
By Rena Maki 
BRUCE CROSSING, Mich.—Michigan Trails and Recreation  
Alliance of Land and the Environment (MI-TRALE) has released its most 
recent trail counter data, covering trail use from May 2024 to June 2025. 
With over 211,000 riders recorded, the numbers reinforce just how vital 
these trails are for both recreation and the local economy.  

Technology That Tracks More Than Just Totals  
Since upgrading to advanced Trafx counters in 2015, MI-TRALE has  
been able to collect time-stamped trail data. Unlike previous systems that  
only gave total counts upon retrieval, these modern devices record the exact  
time and date of each trail use. This has opened new insights into how and  
when trails are used—down to specific weeks and seasons. 

Seasonal Usage Patterns: Winter Dominates  
The latest data paints a clear picture of trail usage patterns: 

• Peak usage occurred in January and February 2025, with  
a huge spike in counts - fueled by snowmobile traffic. 

• A smaller surge was noted in June and July 2024,  
corresponding with ORV (off-road vehicle) season. 

• Usage remained minimal during early spring and after  
March, matching seasonal expectations. 

Local Impact and Opportunities  
With data like this, MI-TRALE and local communities are  
better positioned to: 

• Plan maintenance and grooming schedules before high-traffic months. 

• Support funding applications for improvements and expansions. 

• Help businesses near trails tailor hours, services, or promotions to trail traffic. 
 

“This type of information is invaluable not just for MI-TRALE, but for area  
businesses, event planners, and local governments," said a MI-TRALE spokesperson. 
"It validates how much these trails are used, and how important they are to our  
region." MI-TRALE plans to increase the number of counters to gain an even  
clearer picture of rider behavior across the Upper Peninsula.  

For more information about Trafx counters and trail statistics, visit www.trafx.net. 

PICTURED BELOW: 
Jeff Borseth was the 
official mixologist  
at the Bergland  
All-Community  
Reunion on July 12. 

Photo credits: Facebook—You Know You’re From Bergland 

Trail traffic counter data as shared by MI-TRALE on July 18, 2025.  

 

*Author’s Note: Starting points for these trails were not provided in the data  
  supplied by MI-TRALE.  

Trail  Counts  Additional Information 

BN  66,394  Between Twin Lakes and Painesdale 

OR  30,965  Going to Ontonagon* 

P  24,105  Between Bergland and Rockland 

OC  23,233  Between Mass City and Kenton 

SB-W  16,497  Between Norwich Road and Bergland 

LL  15,658  Going to Land O’Lakes* 

SIDNAW 15,093  Going to Sidnaw* 

SB-E  14,013  Between Bruce Crossing and Trout Creek 

SL-E  5,479  Between Watersmeet and Iron River 

Top Trails by Traffic Volume  
MI-TRALE has nine counters currently in place across the designated trail system. The Bill 
Nichols (BN) trail was by far the busiest, registering nearly one-third of all traffic. BN starts in 
Mass City and leads north to Painesdale, connecting to other trail systems including the  
Houghton-to Chassell and Hancock-Calumet trails. Here’s how they all stack up:  

WHITE TRILLIUMS (shown in the picture to the left) are illegal to pick from Michigan’s state lands, parks, or  
protected areas. Picking the flower can kill the entire plan, because they have only a single leaf stalk—and removing it cuts 
off their only means of photosynthesis. They take 5 to 7 years to bloom after sprouting, so recovery is very slow. 

In Case You Didn’t Know... 

http://www.trafx.net
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EWEN, MI 

 

FREE ESTIMATES! 

TOTAL TREE REMOVAL 
TRIMMING, STUMP GRINDING 

Call or Text Luke Basel 

989-255-6236 

Fully Insured 

WAKEFIELD:  Wakefield Post Commander, James Revoyr of Watersmeet, has officially retired 
from the Michigan State Police. First Lieutenant John Kelly has assumed the position of Post  
Commander. Revoyr is looking forward to spending some much-deserved time with his family. 
Cheers to you James Coy! 

Two cadets from the Wakefield Michigan State Police Post recently completed the MSP Cadet  
Academy training program in Lansing and have returned to the Upper Peninsula. Congratulations to 
Dakota Horn of Trout Creek and Elijah Sprague of Ironwood! The training program was described as 
extremely challenging. One cadet left after the very first day, and another didn’t show up at all—a 
reminder that it’s not uncommon for the program to see some attrition before graduation.  
Nonetheless, most of the class persevered to the end. The next step for Dakota and Elijah will be  
attending the Michigan State Police Trooper Academy once they turn 21. According to two seasoned 
Troopers, completing the Trooper Academy is so demanding that it's considered tougher than getting 
into the Marines. To be eligible for the MSP Cadet Program, candidates must be between 18 and 21 
years old, have a high school diploma, and be enrolled in college. Best of luck to these two young men! 

This year’s winner of the Wakefield Fireworks Committee 50/50 Raffle is Jonathon Sordah.  
Jonathon took home the prize of $45,246.00. Congratulations Jonathon! 

BESSEMER: Adopt-A-Backpack is back again. Over the past 10 years, through the generosity  
of our community, the program has provided over 700 backpacks filled with school supplies for  
children in our local school district. The program is seeking donations to help make the upcoming  
school year another success. A $35+ donation helps fill a backpack. $25-$34 helps contribute  
to filling a backpack. $24 or less helps purchase a backpack and supplies. Backpacks are  
distributed by class the 3rd week of August. Checks can be mailed to WS-Adopt a Backpack,  
Al Gaiss, 408 E. Mary St., Bessemer, MI 49911. The program also gladly accepts  
PayPal: paypal.me/adoptabackpack or VENMO: @Kathleen-Whitburn. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E38 Mini excavator 
E55 Mini excavator 
E165 Large excavator 

T76 Skid steer 
T66 Skid steer 
MT100 Mini track 

As Heard from a Little Bird  
— in Wakefield, Bessemer, and Ramsay  

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD —Watersmeet 
WATERSMEET: The Lac Vieux Desert Health Center begins its 10,000 square 
foot expansion project starting Monday, July 21. During this time, parking will be  
temporarily adjusted. The expanded facility will focus on preventative health,  
musculoskeletal therapy and rehabilitative services, physical therapy services, chiropractic 
care, wellness coaching, personal training, fitness classes, massage therapy, speech therapy 
and occupational therapy. 

Lac Vieux Desert Health Center is offering FREE sports physicals for student-athletes on 
July 23 and July 30 from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM CST. If your child needs a physical for the  
upcoming sports season, stop by and take care of it at no cost.  

PICTURED LEFT:  
Wakefield resident Dan 
Negro caught a sneak 
peek at the area’s first 
edition of the Ottawa 
Shopper & 906 Rambler 
as U.S. Postal Service 
Postmaster Brad Cossi 
prepared stacks of the 
papers for delivery to local 
homes and businesses.  

A GNEISS SURPRISE FOR GEOLOGISTS!  
WATERSMEET, Mich.—A remarkable geological discovery has placed Watersmeet, Michigan, on the scien-
tific map. A team of geologists has identified a rock formation there—gneiss—that contains minerals dating 
back an astonishing 3.82 billion years, making it the oldest known rock in the United States. Previously, that 
distinction belonged to Minnesota’s Morton Gneiss, but the Watersmeet sample predates it by roughly 300 
million years. 

So, how do scientists determine the age of such ancient rocks? The answer lies in zircon crystals which are 
microscopic yet incredibly durable minerals that form when molten rock cools. These crystals capture trace 
amounts of uranium, which slowly decays into lead over time. By measuring the uranium-to-lead ratio, re-
searchers can calculate the age of the crystal with remarkable precision. Zircons are uniquely resilient. Even 
when the host rock is altered by heat or pressure over billions of years, these crystals can retain their internal 
chemistry, serving as tiny, reliable record-keepers of Earth's earliest history. In the case of the Watersmeet 
Gneiss, some zircons date back 3.6 billion years, while others push the clock further to 3.82 billion—possibly 
remnants of an even older, vanished crust. 

Though this ancient gneiss may appear unremarkable to casual observers, its remote location helped shield it 
from erosion and exposure. As a result, it has preserved a valuable chapter of Earth’s early story when the 
planet’s surface was still taking shape amid volcanic eruptions and asteroid impacts. This discovery provides 
compelling evidence that parts of the North American continental crust formed and persisted far earlier than 
once believed, offering new insights into how 
Earth’s first continents came together—and what 
remnants of them may still lie hidden beneath our 
feet. 

  Watersmeet Gneiss  

 

GARDEN  
ROTOTILLING SERVICE 
CALL BILL: (906) 884-7355 
Prompt, Reliable, & Reasonable 

PICTURED ABOVE: Dianna Mattila-Semenak of Wakefield and her sister, Paula Doney  
now residing in Connecticut, are the lucky winners of this year’s Bessemer 4th of  
July 50/50 raffle. The pair will split an impressive prize of $59,155.00.  
Congratulations to both!  

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY TO MARV PENTTI! 
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NOW HIRING 

AREA CAMPING COSTS MORE AT STATE, COUNTY,  
AND OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST PARKS THIS SUMMER 
July 3, 2025: Campers in Ontonagon, Gogebic and Houghton counties this summer are finding noticeably 
higher nightly fees at several popular public campgrounds. A review of county, state and U.S. Forest Ser-
vice records shows price hikes ranging from $2 to $16 per night, largely driven by rising utility costs, de-
ferred maintenance and—in the case of federal sites—a new concession‐management contract. 

State parks. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will raise modern and semi-modern 
campsite rates statewide by $4-$10 per night beginning Aug. 1, 2025—the first adjustment in three years. 
After the increase, nightly rates will fall between $26 and $45, depending on amenities such as 50-amp 
power and full hookups. DNR officials say the additional revenue is needed “to keep pace with fixed costs 
like utilities, equipment replacement and staff.” 

County parks. Lake Gogebic County Park (N8598 Hwy M-64) near Marenisco raised its standard nightly 
sites rise from $25 to $27 (monthly resident fee $525, non-resident $625; seasonal resident $1,500, non-
resident $1,800). Park director April Hamel told the County Forestry & Parks Committee that higher elec-
tric rates and an aging bathhouse drove the decision. In Ontonagon County, commissioners approved a new 
fee schedule last November. Meeting minutes show the board adopted “2025 Park Fees” and corresponding 
rule changes for Ontonagon County Park on Lake Gogebic. Rates increased from $12 for county residents 
to $25, and from $14 for non-residents to $27. 

Federal forest campgrounds. The biggest jumps are inside the Ottawa National Forest, where the Forest 
Service signed a new concession agreement with Camp Host LLC. Forest officials say the uniform pricing 
structure pays for on-site hosts, trash removal and well upgrades that were previously unfunded. Bob Lake 
Campground southeast of Ontonagon jumps from $14 to $22 per night. According to Forest Service spokesperson Katie Armstrong, “Rustic sites like Bob Lake were operating at a 
deficit. The upgraded water pumps and cleaned vault toilets are services campers have been asking for, and they cost money.” Sparrow Rapids Campground in Duncan Township, 
which previously carried no user fee, will now cost $16 per night beginning with the 2025 operating season. Higher prices may sting, but the campgrounds are a vital part of tourism 
and local quality of life. The modest fee hikes keep them open and safe for everyone. 

NOTE: Camping rate price changes—if any—at other area parks were not explored (e.g., Bergland Township Park on Lake Gogebic,  
Stannard Township Park, Bond Lake, Ontonagon Township, etc.) at the time this article was written.  
Park Rate Sources: www.fs.usda.govfs.usda.gov, www.ontonagoncounty.gov, www.gogebicforestryandparks.com/lakegogebic 

CORRECTIONS POSITION 

The Ontonagon County Sheriff’s Office is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position of  
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.  

Please visit the Michigan Works website at  
MiTalent.org for information on how to apply. 

RECENT PORKIES RENOVATIONS & ENHANCEMENTS  
July 9, 2025: The Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (Ontonagon 
and Gogebic counties) Visitor Center reopened in late June following a 
major renovation that features new, accessible amenities and updated  
restrooms, among other enhancements. These improvements are part of a 
proposed $6.125 million in ARPA funding that also delivered earlier  
upgrades, including an expanded Summit Peak parking lot, renovations to 
the historic service area, modern lodge and staff quarters, upgrades to the  
sewage system, and paving of roads and parking lots at the park head- 
quarters and visitor center.     SOURCE: 7/9/2025 - michigan.gov/dnr 

“Wilderness Socials” AT SYLVANIA WILDERNESS  
The public is invited to attend fee-free casual presentations on topics  
pertaining to recreation activities in the Sylvania Wilderness Area. Bring a 
cup of coffee and enjoy disconnecting from technology and socializing with 
others. The sessions will be held at the Sylvania Entrance Station July 24  
and July 31, from 10:30-11:15 a.m. CT, each day. To reach Sylvania  
Entrance Station and Recreation Area from Watersmeet, travel 
approximately 4 miles west on U.S. 2 to County Road 535, then drive  
south on CR 535 approximately 4 miles south to the Sylvania Recreation  
Area. For more info contact the Ottawa National Forest Visitor Center  
(906) 358-4724.   SOURCE: 7/9/2025 - michigan.gov/dnr 

 If ya really want people to stop talking about ya, then 
quit showing up at every local bird feeder!  Have ya 
tried twigs? Nobody seems to talk much about a guy 
who quietly chews bark.  

Karhu and Smarty 

Full time insurance Customer Service Representative  
wanted. Borseth Agency-Ewen office is expanding and  

looking for an applicant with strong communication skills, 
works in a professional manner with proficient computer  

skills including Microsoft Office programs.  

Job duties include direct customer contact, clerical duties,  
assist with receivables and payables, filing and handling of  

confidential information in a busy office environment.  

We offer a competitive wage, vest pension plan,  
paid vacation, paid sick and personal days.  

Hours are M-F, 8:30am-4:30pm ET.  

Please mail or email a complete resume  
with at least 3 references to: 

Borseth Agency, Inc. 
PO Box 410, 101 S. Cedar St. 
Ewen, MI 49925 
Email: info@borsethproperties.com 

CUSTOMER SERVICE  

REPRESENTATIVE 

RMM 7/15/2025 

PICTURED ABOVE: A local Kenton  
old-timer fishing for brook trout on  

the middle branch of the Onto. River. 

Bay Ambulance Inc. of Baraga  

EMT COURSE 

September 9, 2025 - April 28, 2026 
Online (Zoom) every Tuesday 6pm-1pm ET  

In-person every Thursday 6pm-1pm ET 

Tuition Cost $1300 (possible grants  
that would help reduce the cost) 

For more info call: (906) 353-6196 

Credit—Facebook - Houghton-Keewenaw Memes 

MEETINGS 
Alcoholics Anonymous:  
Bruce Crossing: 7PM every Wed.,  
Stannard Township Hall 

Watersmeet: 7PM every Tues/Thurs/Sat,  
Spiritual Center  

Narcotics Anonymous:  
Ontonagon: 7PM every Tues.., Holy Catholic 
Church (basement), 515 Pine St., Ontonagon—
all are welcome. 

Ontonagon County Conservation District 
meets the second Thursday of ea. month at 
5:00pm at the Rockland Township Hall.  

Caregiver Support Group meets the second 
Tuesday of ea. month at 12:00pm at the Lac 
Vieux Desert Health Center Community Room.  

 

The Michigan state record for brook 
trout is a hefty 9.5lb,  

measuring 28.1 inches, caught by  
ice fishing using a minnow in  

Clear Lake, Houghton County,  
back in 1996.  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/ottawa/specialplaces/recarea/?actid=82&recid=12324&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r09/ottawa/recreation/bob-lake-campground
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GO PLAY OUTSIDE! 

MI DNR FISHING REPORT — 
July 17, 2025  
Ontonagon River: Recent rain showers left 
the river water very dirty. Fishing efforts were 
fair to low over the past week. Walleye were  
caught in low numbers. Anglers seemed to 
have more success finding fish when jigging. 

Ontonagon/Silver City/Union Bay:   
Ontonagon saw a low angling effort. Effort 
was even lower in Union Bay and Silver City. 
Rough weather occasionally limited access to 
the lake. Recently reported catches consisting 
of lake trout in low numbers. Coho salmon 
were also reportedly caught on occasion. 

Black River Harbor: Fishing efforts from the 
harbor remained low. Rough weather condi-
tions occasionally limited access to the lake. 
Recent catches consisted of lake trout in low 
numbers. Occasional catches of coho and Chi-
nook salmon were also reported. Fishing ac-
tivity was described as very slow by anglers. 

Little Bay de Noc: Walleye anglers traveled 
farther south and focused on the outer bay. 
However, smaller walleye were reported at 
the bottom of drop-offs in the upper bay. 
Some anglers targeted walleye feeding on 
alewives near main lake structures. Anglers 
cast jigs and snap-jig-style lures. Smallmouth 
bass fishing was good. 

Big Bay de Noc: Anglers reported catching a 
few large walleye. Anglers also noted that 
schools of walleye were spread out, making it 
more challenging to find fish. Smallmouth 
bass anglers fished near islands and areas 
with rocky bottoms, casting soft plastics. 

Keweenaw Bay/ Huron Bay: Anglers reported 
catching low numbers of coho salmon as well 
as very few Chinook salmon in the last week. 
These were caught trolling crankbaits, spoons, 
and flasher/flies in 30-60 ft of water. Those 
fishing for lake trout were successful when 
trolling and jigging both natural and artificial 
presentations in 100-200 ft of water. 

Traverse Bay/Portage Entry: Anglers reported 
catching a fair number of lake trout while 
trolling spoons and flasher/flies around  
structure, with most fish caught near the 
bottom in 50-130 ft of water. Anglers  
targeting salmon saw mixed success, with a 
few coho salmon and Chinook salmon caught. 
These were taken on spoons fished 30-50 ft 
down. 

(906) 355-2351 

COVINGTON: On June 21, the Covington Township Volunteer 
Fire Department awarded Certificates of Appreciation to Rachael 
Heikkila-Lassi-Chief (25 years), David Rajala (30 years), Jack Salli 
(35 years), and Steven Franti (40 years) for their many years of 
service to the Covington Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD  
—Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton, Covington 

New for 2025: No application needed for fall turkey hunting  
July 15, 2025: Starting this fall, you no longer need to apply for a license to hunt wild turkey in Michigan. All fall turkey 
licenses will now be sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Fall turkey licenses will go on sale Aug. 15 at 10 a.m. 

Why the change? This update simplifies the process and improves access while still supporting healthy turkey populations 
and hunting opportunities. It also reflects the shift in focus for the fall season – from population control to providing more 
recreational opportunity. Important reminders for the 2025 fall turkey season: 

• No application period – purchase your license at a license retailer or online through the Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app.  

• New turkey management units (TMU) – two large units replace the old 11-unit system: 

• Unit M (Upper Peninsula). License quota: 2,200. Licenses can be purchased on a first-come, first-served  
basis starting Aug. 15 at 10 a.m. 

• Unit I (Lower Peninsula, excluding Monroe County). Unlimited quota. 

• One license per hunter, valid for one bird of either sex on public and private lands within the designated fall TMU. 

• Season dates for the fall turkey season are Sept. 15 – Nov. 14, 2025. 

Posted on Facebook by The Sidnaw Station on July 4, 2025: 

TACO TUESDAYS 
Starts 4pm every Tuesday. 

WIENER WEDNESDAYS 
Delicious, locally produced HOTDOGS,  
deep-fried for a perfect snap -  $5.00  

Try our homemade chili & cheese  
on your wiener!  

FISH FRY FRIDAYS 
Cod, Flounder & Scallops, Clamp Strips, or 
Popcorn Shrimp. Served w/ Fries or Chips, 

Coleslaw, and Hushpuppies.  

While the area’s year-round population continues to decline, 
many descendants of former residents find meaningful ways 
to stay connected to their U.P. roots. 

Pictured here are several of the  
grandchildren, great-grandchildren,  
and great-great-grandchildren  
of the late Chester Allen  
and Dorothy (Pietila) Allen,  
gathered during their  
annual camping trip  
at Bond Lake in the  
Calderwood–Paulding  
area in early July. 

DUNCAN TOWNSHIP: Residents in the Kenton area are 
concerned about the improper use of garbage collection sites 
that may jeopardize residents’ existing Waste  
Management services. One resident recently shared this mes-
sage with their online followers:  

The WM garbage collection sites in Duncan Township still 
require the use of YELLOW bags only. Bags of any other 
color will not be picked up by Waste Management. Our cur-
rent agreement allows for garbage removal at just $2 per 
bag, which is a significant savings. Using the wrong bags 
could jeopardize this rate and lead to higher monthly fees for 
everyone. If you see someone—especially non-residents—
dumping regular garbage bags at the collection point shown 
in the photo, please speak up or report it. We all benefit from 
keeping this service running smoothly and affordably. 

DID YOU KNOW?   Back in 1946, a local character known as “Pegleg” Bergeron sold his downtown 
Kenton bar and gas station to Wilbert “Hoppy” Haapala and his brother-in-law, Art Pentilla. They renamed it 
Hoppy’s, and the rest is small-town history. While the gas pumps are long gone and the ownership has 
changed hands a few times, the laid-back vibe, great food, and dry humor have stayed firmly in place. These 
days, Hoppy’s remains a favorite hangout for locals, seasonal residents, trail riders, hunters, and visitors  
passing through. 

Submitted photo 
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FOR THE KIDS—AND KIDS AT HEART  

 

The mission of the Saluting Heroes 
Balloon Rally is to honor all of those 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 

4:00 PM: Gates Open 

4:30 - 6:30 PM: Walk-In Balloon 

4:00 - 7:00 PM:  Bungee Jumping, Games, Inflatables 

4:00 - 7:00 PM:  Rhinelander’s arts and cultural center 
      Artstart fun art activities for the kids. 

5:30 PM: Tethered Balloon Rides (Fee Area) 

6:00 PM: Color Guard & National Anthem 

4:00 - 6:00PM:  Band – Local Heroes 

6:00 - 9:00 PM: Band – Trainwreck Jukebox Band 

7:30 - 8:30 PM: Pilot Meet & Greet 

7:30 - 8:30 PM:  Balloon Inflation (weather-permitting) 

8:30 - 9:30 PM: Musical Balloon Glow MC Dave Kallaway 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 

4:00 PM Gates Open 

4:30 - 6:30 PM:  Walk-In Balloon 

4:00 - 7:00 PM:  Bungee Jumping, Games, Inflatables 

4:00 - 7:00 PM:  Rhinelander’s arts and cultural center,  
                            Artstart fun art activities for the kids. 

5:30 PM: Tethered Balloon Rides (Fee Area) 

6:00 PM: Color Guard & National Anthem 

4:00 - 6:00PM:  Band – Local Heroes Band 

6:15 - 9:15 PM: Band – Todd Ashebeck’s Rising Star 

7:30 - 8:30 PM:  Pilot Meet & Greet 

7:30 - 8:30 PM:  Balloon Inflation (weather permitting) 

8:30 - 9:30 PM: Musical Balloon Glow MC Dave Kallaway 

BALLOON RALLY EVENT SCHEDULE  

Hodag Country Fest Grounds—4270 River Road, Rhinelander, WI 

Minecraft Building Challenge 
Kids gather sticks, rocks, leaves,  
cardboard, or scrap wood to “build” 

structures just like in Minecraft—houses, 
forts, towers, or pretend crafting tables.  
Encourage teamwork! Combines the  
creative building appeal of Minecraft with 
real-world problem solving and nature. 
Twist: Assign a theme like “Nether Base” 
or “Jungle Treehouse” and set a time limit. 

Pokémon Trainer Tag 
One player is a “Pokémon Trainer,” the others are wild Pokémon hiding around 
the yard or park. The trainer “catches” them with a soft ball or by tagging them. 

This version of tag keeps the magic of Pokémon alive with running, hiding, and  
imagination. Add-On: When caught, the “Pokémon” says its type and special move 
(made up or based on real Pokémon), then switches roles. 

Fortnite-Inspired Obstacle Course 
Set up a simple obstacle course with jumps, crawl spaces (sheets over chairs), 
and "loot zones" (hidden treasures like pinecones or toys). Use chalk or paper  
to make “storm zones” kids have to avoid as they race through. The obstacle  

course combines action, agility, and scavenging like in Fortnite. 

Zelda Quest Adventure 
Create a story-based scavenger hunt inspired by The Legend of Zelda and let  
kids become the hero of their own fantasy quest. Use hand-drawn maps and  
clues to find “artifacts” (rocks, trinkets, acorns, etc.). Optional Roles: Assign 

someone to be the villain (Ganon!) or a helpful character (like a fairy or merchant). 

Super Mario Race Course 
Use cones, sticks, or chalk to design a "level" with jumps, “lava” patches, and  
coin pickups (paper or foil circles). Game Mode: Time each other or do head- 
to-head races with “power-up” spots where players spin or hop. 

Free, healthy meals for all children and teens ages 18 and under are available this 
summer at various locations throughout Michigan through the Michigan Department 
of Education. Nearby locations include L’Anse, Watersmeet, and Ironwood (Depot 
Park). Participation is open to all children and teens ages 18 and under regardless of 
school district.  

FREE MEALS FOR KIDS THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER  

SOURCE: 7/12/2025 – mcgi.state.mi.us/schoolnutrition/ 

2025 SUMMER YOUTH 

SHOOTING SPORTS PROGRAM 

 Remaining Date: July 26 
Saturdays  |  9am-1pm (EST) 

WHAT I SAID WAS … 
Hearing better helps  

you live better! 

Hearing aids help you stay  
engaged with loved ones, enjoy 
everyday sounds, and maintain 

your mental sharpness  
and quality of life.  

Among adults with diagnosed 
hearing loss, only 24%  

used a hearing aid.  

Overall, approximately 4%  
of all U.S. adults reported  

using a hearing aid in 2022. 

A MEMORABLE SUMMER EXPERIENCE IN 
THE NORTHWOODS—August 1 & 2 
RHINELANDER, Wisc.—The Saluting Heroes Balloon 
Rally is scheduled for August 1 and August 2, 
2025.  The event provides a spectacular show with 
over 20 balloons glowing in the dark over the Hodag 
Country Fest Grounds (4270 River Road in Rhineland-
er, WI). According to its organizers this will be a very 
large balloon rally! Watch the balloons light up the 
night to the music MC’d by Dave Kallaway. There 
will be a variety of vendors offering food, drinks, and 
merchandise.   

Admission is $10 per person. Children under 5 are 
admitted Free. Bring your own chair or borrow a bale 
of hay at the event site. No carry-ins, no easy-up tents, 
and no pets (service animals only). On-Site camping is 
allowed. There is an online form that can be completed 
in advance to request a campsite. https://
salutingheroesballoonrally.com/camping/ 

PICTURED RIGHT: The Piecemakers Quilters Guild was 
awarded first place for their non-profit float entry in the 

Bruce Crossing Area’s Independence Day Celebration held 
on July 5. The guild dedicates its time and talent through-

out the year to creating handcrafted quilts, which are raffled 
to raise funds in support of numerous local organizations.  

Photo credit: Carol Niemi 
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1st & 3rd 
Saturdays of the Month 

10AM-12:30PM 

Nail Clipping $15 

www.wandelswatercare.com 
906-827-3930 

WE SERVICE ALL  
MAKES AND MODELS 

CALL US TODAY TO GET  
 WORRY-FREE WATER! 

HOUGHTON COUNTY: Meals on Wheels Millage 
Proposal on August 5 Ballot  
July 11, 2025: On August 5, 2025, voters in Houghton County 
will consider a proposed 1.0 mill, four-year property tax to 
fund elder nutrition services, including Meals on Wheels and  
congregate “Meet & Eat” meals, administered by Copper Shores  
Community Health Foundation (Copper Shores). This millage 
would be the first-ever dedicated county-wide tax in Houghton 
County specifically to support Meals on Wheels.  

What is the Proposal?  
      Millage rate:  1.0 mill = $1.00 per $1,000  
                              of taxable home value 

            Duration:  4 years (2025–2029)    
Annual revenue:  Estimated $1.24 million 

Who is Eligible for Meals on Wheels?  
Copper Shores Meals on Wheels operates as a free service for  
eligible seniors (60+)—no one is turned away for inability to pay. 
A donation of $8 per meal is suggested to help defray the average 
cost of about $10 per meal. To qualify for the program: 

• Must be 60 years or older 

• Must have a nutritional risk, mobility challenge,  
or social need 

• No income limit 

• Spouses or caregivers of eligible seniors may also qualify 

To apply or join the Houghton County Meals on Wheels waitlist, contact  
Copper Shores at (906) 482‑7122. 

Impact on Meals on Wheels Program With and Without Millage  
There are 14 civil townships in Houghton County: Adams, Calumet Charter, Chassell, 
Duncan , Elm River, Franklin,  Hancock, Laird, Osceola, Portage Charter, Quincy, 
Schoolcraft, Stanton, and Torch Lake. Notably, Duncan Township (southernmost part 
of Houghton County—Kenton and Sidnaw areas) has the highest percent of residents  
eligible to participate in the Meals on Wheels program, with slightly over half of its 
232 residents eligible (i.e., 52%). This is remarkable given the fact that the overall  
average percent of eligible residents (60+) across the county comes in at just 18%.  

Should the millage pass, Copper Shores expects to eliminate the current waitlist of   
75 seniors and expand into underserved areas. For comparison purposes, Meals on 
Wheels programs are considered most impactful when they are serving 8% or more  
of the overall eligible population on a daily basis. With approximately 6,800 eligible 
seniors in Houghton County (60+), the daily participation rate is currently tracking at 
4.4% (serving 300 meals daily).  Copper Shores estimates the daily participation rate 
will increase to 5.4-6.1% (365-415 meals daily) of the eligible population. 

If the millage passes, here’s what it will cost Houghton County home owners: 

Estimated Annual & Monthly Tax (Millage) Cost by Home Value 

 Home Taxable Value Annual Cost Monthly Cost 

 $50,000   $50  $4.17 

 $100,000  $100  $8.33 

 $150,000  $150  $12.50 

 
SOURCES:  
Millage information and engagement: 7/9/2025 – coppershores.org/support-seniors 

Houghton County Demographics: 7/9/2025 – U.S. Census Bureau (2020) data.census.gov 

Duncan Township Demographics: 7/9/2025 – neilsberg.com 

Meals on Wheels Participation Benchmarks: 7/9/2025 – mealsonwheelsamerica.org 

 

THE COMMUNITY NEST  

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

There are  
83 Michigan  

counties. 
Houghton  
County is  
1 of only 5  
counties  

without an  
elder nutrition 

millage.  

SPORTS  

GOGEBIC AND ONTONAGON COUNTIES: NUTRITION PROGRAMS  
Gogebic and Ontonagon Counties offers elder nutrition programs through the Gogebic-
Ontonagon Community Action Agency (GOCAA), including: 

• HOME DELIVERED MEAL PROGRAM (GOCAA’s equivalent to Meals on 
Wheels) for  eligible seniors, up to 7 days/week. Eligibility requirements for Home 
Delivered Meals include: 

• You or your spouse must be 60+  years of age 

• You must be home bound and cannot leave your home without assistance 

• You are unable to prepare nutritious meals and you have no one nearby willing  
or able to prepare your meals 

The suggested donation per meal is $5.00, but no one is ever denied service due to 
their inability to donate. Without donations, GOCAA would not be able to serve  
every senior in need of Home Delivered Meals.  

Call (906) 667-0283 ext. 26 for more information or to see if you or someone you 
care about qualifies. Some areas are not able to receive delivery due to distance from 
meal preparation site. 

• CONGREGATE DINING ACROSS 5 LOCATIONS. A no-turn-away policy, 
with affordable donations—Guests under 60: $7.50 donation; Adults 60+ :  
$5 suggested donation  

In 2024, GOCAA provided nutrition services to 2,371 residents, served 80,167 meals, 
and distributed 600 commodity food boxes/month. GOCAA also offers Emergency  
Food Assistance. For information contact  (906) 663-1080 or (906) 667-0283.  
 

SOURCE:  GOCAA nutrition programs and engagement: 7/11/2025 - gocaa.org 

ONTO COUNTY—MOBILE FOOD PANTRY DATES  
The Feeding America Mobile Food Pantry Schedule for Ontonagon Co. 
for the remainder of 2025 is as follows: 

  Wednesday, Aug 6 

  Wednesday, Oct 1 

  Wednesday, Dec 3 
 

  

NOTICE: The July 23, 2025, Feeding America Mobile Food  
Pantry for BARAGA COUNTY  has been cancelled.  
The July 30, 2025, Feeding American Mobile Food Pantry for 
GOGEBIC COUNTY has also been cancelled. 

Distribution begins at 11am, ET 
and runs as long as supplies last  
at Ontonagon Village Fire Hall, 
315 River St. in Ontonagon. 

WANTED 
SEEKING A 50 HP TRACTOR 

with end loader for purchase.  
Call 906-575-3325  

CAMPER: 2020 Flagstaff Super 
Lite 29 ft BH camper. Two AC’s, 
outdoor kitchen with extra fridge 
and cooktop, gas grill, outdoor 
shower, 2 new power recliners, 
new tires and many other great 
features.  Can be seen at 100 
Wallen, Ewen.  Call Nancy at 
(906) 393-2513.  

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
AND TRUST: 40+ Acres on 
Wolfe Road, just off McRae Road 
in Ewen, MI. Property Number 
Section 35, T48N, R40W, NE1/4 
of NW1/4. Telephone, fiber optic 
and power at beginning of new 
driveway. Parcel site is prepared 
for possible garage. Mix of  
timber with Pine and Aspen 
which could be marketed.  
Several very nice building sites 
for camp or home. Call Dan (906) 
250-3712 or (906) 988-2493. 

FOR SALE: Snowmobile 2004 
Polaris XC Liberty 800, Excellent 
condition, One owner. 2,300 
miles, $3,000; Craftsman  
Professional Yard Vacuum, $300; 
Sears Wood Stove, $150;  
Samsonite Spinner Luggage,  
$50; Vintage Kenmore & Singer 
Sewing Machines/Cabinets $50; 
EltriKiln, $25. Call (920) 279-
8837. Bergland. 

FOR SALE 

OLD GUY IS QUITTING & 
SELLING A LIFETIME OF 
MECHANICAL GOODIES: 
9am-3pm CT every Saturday thru 
August 30—or by special  
appointment. Call Roy at  
(906) 385-9725.  Honda Ruckus 
Scooter, 2 Twin Cylinder Onen 
Engines, Torches, Chains, Hoist, 
Steel Plate, 2 9in. Channel Irons, 
22ft long Angle Iron, Square  
Tubing, Motors, Hydraulic Pumps, 
Valves, Tires on Wheels, and 
much more. Located on Choke 
Cherry Lane in Bessemer.  
Distance from stoplight in 
Bessmer as a crow flies South by 
Southwest is 1.5 miles, or 3/4 
miles South of the plywood plant. 
Follow the green signs. 

 
HUGE GARAGE SALE:  
July 26-July 27. 9am-4pm.  
Birdseye maple end table,  
collectibles & antiques, fishing, 
household goods, antique buffet 
(curved glass sides), clothing & 
shoes for all sizes and ages in 
excellent condition.  
14460 M-28, Bruce Crossing 

 
COMMUNITY GARAGE 
SALES: August 2, 8am-5pm 
CT , Largest Community Sale in 
the Northwoods,  Land O’Lakes, 

YARD/ GARAGE SALES  

CLASSIFIEDS List Your Info Here— $4 up to 25 words.  
15 cents per each additional word. 

DG TRUCKING, LLC 
Bruce Crossing  

Quad Dump Truck  
Available for Hire  
Hauling aggregate  

and other materials. 
CALL OR TEXT:  

(989) 551-4052 

PICTURED ABOVE:  
Former Bruce Crossing resident Aili 
Kamunen recently celebrated her 98th 
birthday! Now living at the Gogebic  
Medical Care Facility in Wakefield, Aili was 
surrounded by love and joy as several of 
her longtime friends, also from the Bruce 
Crossing area and now residents at the 
facility, gathered to celebrate the  
occasion. Cupcakes, smiles, and laughter 
filled the room, thanks to the thoughtful 
delivery by Sandra Maki and Kevin Maki. 
Happy 98th, Aili! Here's to a life well-lived 
and still joyfully unfolding. 
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6.5 mi. South of Bruce Crossing - 7668 US 45 
PICTURED LEFT:  
A true suomalainen tyttö!  
Olivia Schuster’s annual  
summer trek from New 
York City to Ontonagon 
County with her mom, 
Nichole Maki-Schuster, 
wouldn’t be complete  
without a pit stop at the 
Settlers Co-op in Bruce 
Crossing—to shop for the 
biggest Vollwerth’s  
makkara—aka “ring  
bologna” she can find. 
Makkara—pronounced  
MUCK-kah-rah—is  
Finnish for bologna. 

Reddit is a large,  
user-driven social  
media online forum 
often described as 
“the front page of 
the internet.” It’s 
made up of thousands 
of individual commu-
nities called subreddits, each focused on a specific topic (e.g., news, hobbies, health,  

humor, local issues, etc.). Users post content (questions, articles, images, videos, memes). 
Other users can upvote or downvote posts and comments, so  the most popular  
content rises to the top. Reddit has over 70 million daily active users as of 2024.  
According to Pew Research and Reddit’s own analytics users are primarily 18–34 years 

old, but usage is growing among 35–
49 and even 50+. And, more males 
(60%) than females (40%)  use Reddit. 
 
 

Do Yew Think This  
Is Funny? A Reddit user  
“HeWhoWalksTheEarth” recently 
posted this in the landscaping 
subreddit seeking thoughtful input 
from his fellow subredditors:   

 
Why is every landscaper 
saying they can’t or won’t 
grind this yew tree stump? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In under 72 hours, his post was 
upvoted 2,900 times and received 
1,800 comments. And in true 
Reddit fashion, responses were 
more  
funny than helpful.   

 


