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From the  
Heart of  
Ontonagon Valley 

July 20 E-TC Sports Booster Club Annual Steakout, 5:30pm-12am, Ewen  

July 20 Pat’s Motorsports – Wildlife Refuge Cabins Motorcycle Hillclimb,  Competition starts 11am, Gates open 10am.  
Spectator ticket $10, Parking $5, Whealkate Bluff in South Range  

July 26-27 CopperFest, Ontonagon 

July 26-27 White Pine 4th of July Community Picnic & Fireworks, (7/26 4pm-7pm at Amer. Legion, 7/27 Fireworks at dusk) 

July 27 CopperFest Car & Bike Show, FREE registration. Win trophies and cash prizes! Register 9am, Show 10am-5pm in downtown 
Ontonagon 

July 27 Ontonagon County Fair, Ontonagon County Fairgrounds in Greenland 

July 27 Day in Clay, Ewen (Details inside)  

July 28 Adventure Mountain Horse Show, Ontonagon County Fairgrounds in Greenland 

Aug 1-3 Land O’Lakes & Conover Community Garage Sales, 8am-4pm CT both days, Land O’Lakes and Conover, WI  

Aug 2-3 28th Anniversary Music Weekend, Northern Waters Casino Resort, Watersmeet (Details inside)  

Aug 3-4 Range Art Studio Tour,  Both days 10am-4 pm CT, Ironwood - From Big Powderhorn to Little Girl’s Point  (Details inside)  

Aug 6 VOTE! - STATE PRIMARY ELECTION (Details inside)  

Aug 10 Ontonagon Area Gladiator Booster Bonanza, 6:30pm, Ontonagon (Details inside)  

Aug 10 Merriweather Centennial Celebration, 11am-5pm, Merriweather Pavilion, Merriweather, MI (Details inside)  

Aug 12-18 U.P. State Fair, Daily Entertainment w/ daily special events. UP State Fairgrounds at 2401 12th Ave. North, Escanaba  

Aug 17 Boppin’ Bob Bags Tournament, Bruce Crossing 

Aug 18 Old Victoria Craft Fair, 9am-5pm, Old Victoria Restoration location/ Rockland  

Aug 22-24 70th Annual Range Art Show & Art Market, 10am-5:30pm CT, Ironwood Memorial  
Building Auditorium (Details inside)  

Aug 23-24 Porcupine Mountains Music Festival, Volunteers get FREE pass:   
Call 612-384-7675 for volunteer info. 

Aug 31 Annual Fly-In at Pickett-Grooms Airfield 6Y9, Sidnaw   
Go to www.sidnaw.org for details. 

Sept 2 LABOR DAY 

Sept  Labor Day Festival, downtown Ontonagon 

Sept 14 Land O’Lakes Oktoberfest, The Snowflake at 6492 Town Hall Rd,  
Land O’Lakes, WI 

Sept 27-28 Log Jamboree, Ewen 

JULY 29, 2024  
(Submissions Due July 24)  

AUGUST 12, 2024  
(Submissions Due Aug 7) 

AUGUST 26, 2024  
(Submissions Due Aug 21)  

NEXT EDITIONS OF THE  

OTTAWA SHOPPER  
WILL BE PUBLISHED  

THE WEEKS OF...  

  

  

 

THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  
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HERE’S A SUMMARY OF ONTONAGON COUNTY ’S  
PROPOSALS THAT WILL APPEAR ON BALLOTS  

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON AUGUST 6, 2024!  

ONTONAGON COUNTY PROPOSALS 

Public Transit Operating 
This proposal will permit Ontonagon County to renew the levy of 
up to 1.0 mill for public transportation approved by voters in 2020. 
This millage covers a period of four (4) years, beginning in 2024 
and continuing through 2027, on the taxable value of all property 
in Ontonagon County, State of Michigan, as provide by Article IX, 
Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution, and the funds received 
used to fund the Ontonagon County Public Transit System opera-
tion for fiscal years 2025 through 2028. This millage is expected to 
generate an estimated $343,628 in the first year.  

Separate Tax Limitations 
Shall separate tax limitations be continued for a period of four (4) 
years, 2025, 2026, 2027 and 2028, or until altered by the voters of 
the county, for the County of Ontonagon and the townships and 
intermediate school districts within the county, the aggregate of 
which shall not exceed seven and eighty-four hundredths (7.84) 
mills ($7.84 per $1,000 of taxable value) as follows:  

COUNTY ………………………………………………6.52 mills 
TOWNSHIPS …………………………………………..1.00 mills 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT………….….  0.32 mills 
                  TOTAL                                                          7.84 mills 

Gogebic-Ontonagon Community Action  
Agency Senior Millage Renewal  
Shall the ad valorem taxes collected on all property within the 
County of Ontonagon be renewed for said county by 0.30 mill 
($0.30 per $1,000.00 of state taxable value) for a period of four 
years, 2025 through 2028 inclusive, the taxes so raised to be used 
exclusively for the operation of the Gogebic-Ontonagon Communi-
ty Action Agency Senior Citizens Programs in Ontonagon County; 
and shall the County of Ontonagon  levy such renewal in millage 
for such purposes during such period, which renewal will raise in 
the first year of such levy an estimated $76,801.00.  (This is the 
millage rate that has been in effect from 2000-2024 and represents 
a renewal of that millage rather than an increase.)  

Ambulance Services Millage To Repeal And Replace 
Existing Millage  
This proposal will permit the County of Ontonagon to fund all am-
bulance services provided by the county by authorizing a single 
new increased millage of 2.00 mills by repealing and replacing 
existing millage authorization of 1.25 mill, previously approved by 
the electors which expires with the 2024 levy. To repeal and re-
place the previous millage authorization of 1.25 mill approved in 
2020 for ambulance services, shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be imposed on taxable property in the County of Ontonagon, State of Mich-
igan, be increased to 2.00 mills ($2.00 per $1,000 of taxable valve) for a period of four (4) years, 2024 to 2027, inclusive, as new additional millage, for the 
purposes of providing funds for ambulance services provided for the County of Ontonagon. It is estimated that 2.00 mills would raise approximately 
$677,906.08 when first levied in 2024. 

FLY A KITE 

RIDE A BIKE 

LOOK AT THE STARS 

FIND COOL ROCKS ON 

THE BEACH 

PICK DRIFTWOOD 

BIRD WATCH 
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Merriweather Centennial Celebration  - August 10, 2024 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - MERRIWEATHER PAVILION  

11:00 am Welcome and Thank You, Flag-raising and Pledge Allegiance,  
  Blessing by Rev. William Abrams 

11:15 am Families and Military Service 

11:25 am Introduction 110th District State Representative Greg Markkanen  
  and State Senator Ed McBroom 

11:45 am HISTORY of Merriweather 

12:15 pm General Recollection of Merriweather 

 

11:00 am Cornhole Tournament Registration - 20-team Limit, 100% Payout, $20/ team 

12:30 pm Parade line-up at West end of Old M-28 - Bring your tractors, side-by-sides,  
  4-wheelers, lawnmowers and bikes! 

1:00 pm PARADE - Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd        
  KIDS’ GAMES to follow parade 

2:00 pm CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT and MUSIC 

3:00 pm PICNIC with Burgers, Brats, & Hotdogs plus Centennial Cake!  Coffee & water  
  provided by Merriweather Centennial Committee. If you wish, bring a dish to pass.      
  BYOB and bring your own Lawn Chair. 

Thank you for your support. We hope to see you there!   - MERRIWEATHER CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
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WATERSMEET CRAFT & TREASURE MARKET 
 Every Sunday     10AM-2PM CT  

Memorial Day thru Labor Day (weather-permitting) 

Intersection of US-2 and Hwy-45 in Watersmeet 

THANK YOU!!  THANK YOU!!   THANK YOU!!   

THANK YOU!!   THANK YOU!!   THANK YOU!! 
On behalf of Settlers Federal Credit Union, CEO Lisa Lindberg 

presented a check to the Ontonagon County Cancer Association 

(OCCA) for $6,817.00.  Settlers FCU and 51 local businesses 

joined forces to sponsor our 12th Annual “Knock Out Cancer” 

walk on June 15, 2024. One hundred and one people registered 

for the walk to help support OCCA and 36 participated in the 

walk.  T-shirts were given to everyone who pre-registered.   Par-

ticipants also received refreshments and a lunch.  Thanks to eve-

ryone who participated and donated in any way.  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Settler’s Co-op for donating the 

sub sandwiches and Kappy Ink for donating the printing cost of 

the tee shirts!  It was a huge success! THANK YOU!   See you 

at the upcoming events for OCCA Save the dates– Golf outing 

Sept. 7…. 
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544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

Would you like to share information or place an ad in this newsletter? We 
print and mail more than 5,300 copies every two weeks to ALL of Ontonagon 
County and surrounding areas. Call Carolat 404-660-3893 or Rena at 404-
433-7983 or send us an email at ottawashopper@outlook.com.  
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FOR SALE: New 
& used square-
bodied Chevy truck 
parts ‘73-’87. Call 
906-365-0074 (in 
Bergland) 

(715) 337-2700  
1100 US-45 S. in Eagle River, WI  

Sell, Buy, or Promote 
Here Only 15 cents a 
Word!  ($4.00 min.) 

ATTENTION BERGLAND TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 
Please note the following error on the summer tax bill requesting  
to pay the Treasurer: 
  
Please make checks payable to “Bergland Township” and mailed to: 

Bergland Township 
Attn: Shawna Lundwall, Treasurer 
PO Box 326 
Bergland, MI 49910 
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TROUT CREEK: Congratulations to Patty Perttula on her much-
deserved retirement! 

ONTONAGON: Medical staff and administration from Baraga 
County Memorial 
Hospital (BCMH) 
coordinated a July 
18th meet and 
greet at the On-
tonagon Theater 
for community 
members to learn 
about the medical 
programs and ser-
vices BCMH pro-
vides.  

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD  

 

Worship with us!
Trinity Lutheran  

Community  
Church 

in Trout Creek  

Sunday, July 21ST  
at 11AM 

Happy 90th Birthday  
to our amazing mother 

LOIS FUNKE  

Wishing you a day filled with  
love, laughter, and joy. 

From the Strancel girls, 
JoAnn, Beth, Donna and Tammy 
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ATTENTION MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 
The following Proposal will be on the August 6, 2024, ballot: 

Shall Matchwood Township impose a renewal of 2.0 mills ($2.00 per $1000 of  
taxable value) in the tax limitation imposed under Article 1X, Sec. 6  of the Michigan 
Constitution, and levy it for two (2) years, 2024 through 2025 inclusive, for the  
General Fund, which 2.0 mills will raise an estimated $19,270 in the first year that 
millage is levied. 

This proposal is simply a renewal of what residents are currently paying, therefore there is no 
increase due to the passing of this millage. Matchwood township needs these funds for general  
operating costs. 

If this millage is not passed, there will be an attempt to pass this in November. However, if it is 
passed in November election the monies will not be available for budget year 2024/ 2025. 

The downside of the millage not passing would result in the inability to repay borrowed funds.  
Please give this some thought as we have the lowest operating millages of all neighboring townships. 

Thank you, 

Nancy Hewitt & Carla Klabechek 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP NOTICE  
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST        

To the qualified voters of Matchwood Township: 
Notice is herby given that the public accuracy test for the voting equipment that will 
be used  for the August 6th, 2024 Michigan state primary election is scheduled for 
July 20th, 2024 at 12:00 noon, (and if required ) the alternate dates of July 21st, 2024 
at 2:00pm, or July 22nd, 2024 at 12;00 noon.    

The public accuracy test is conducted to demonstrate that computer programming 
equipment used to tabulate the votes cast at the election meets the state of Michigan 
requirement election law.        

 - Jerry Kitzman, Matchwood Township Clerk 
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Have you ever noticed  

Source: Ottawa National Forest 
Facebook Page 

DID YOU HAVE TROUBLE GETTING YOUR  
BOAT OFF THE LIFT LAST YEAR?  
Don’t let low water levels keep you down! 
WE MAY HAVE A SOLUTION FOR YOU... 

Handyman Jack is Ready to Assist 

Stone Masonry, Stucco, Drywall,  

Decks, Roofing, Small Projects 

CALL:  715-209-2553 

Kids’ Fishing Day a Success at Rockland Pond  
On June 15, 2024, the Rockland Pond (“Michigan Dam” to locals) was the place for the 
annual kids fishing day.  Hosted by Rockland American Legion Post 92, 83 kids, were 
treated to games, free fishing poles and worms, hot dogs, drinks, ice cream and gifts. 
Stocked with crappie, every kid caught and released numerous fish.  Howard Seid, Com-
mander of the Rockland Legion Post 92, commented “it was a joint effort from our Legion, 
Rockland Post 92 Auxiliary, the Ontonagon VFW Post 5600 and our UP-Sports Fisherman 
Association to put this on.  When you see the excitement in these young kids when they 
catch a fish, all the work to put this on becomes worth it. Every kid left with a gift such as a 
fishing pole or tackle box, and other fun items. We are trying to get our kids excited about 
where we live and being outdoors.  Fishing is a huge part of our life up here and the young-
er we get our kids interested in it the better. Being Fathers Day weekend makes it even 
more special. Seeing a child with his father and grandfather out here fishing doesn’t get any 
better.”  The sponsors put this on every year 
in June and look forward to more and more 
kids coming out. Donations from Rockland 
Legion Post 92, Rockland Legion Post 92 
Auxiliary, Ontonagon VFW Post 5600, UP 
Sports Fisherman Association and Citizens 
State Bank allowed us to stock the pond with 
the fish. 
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WE BUY, SELL & TRADE GUNS! 

OPEN:  Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,   Sat 9am-3pm 
 1035 West State Hwy M64 in Ontonagon 
PHONE: 906-884-8500 Email: 906outfitters@gmail.com             
   Facebook: 906 Outfitters 

Specializing in  
hunting, fishing, guns,  
ammunition, archery, & more! 

The Olson Family wants to thank everyone who attended the  
Memorial Service for Donald Olson held at Cane Funeral Home in 

Bruce Crossing and luncheon at Twilly’s.  It was very important and 
touching to see the number of people who came to honor his 39 

years of teaching in the Ewen-Trout Creek School District and the 
friendships he developed and enjoyed during his life.  My Mom and 

Dad truly loved living and working in the area. 

Thank you,  Dennis and Sue Olson and Family 

Thank You 

MICHIGAN DNR FISHING REPORT  
Week of July 10, 2024  

Ontonagon River: Fishing efforts on the river increased 
amidst the holiday weekend. Walleye were reportedly 
being caught in fair numbers. Fish were most success-
fully caught when trolling in the early mornings. 

Ontonagon/Silver City/Union Bay: Anglers reported 
catching lake trout in good numbers, with reports of 
the occasional Chinook salmon also being landed. 
Those trolling deeper waters seemingly had the best 
luck in finding fish. 

Keweenaw Bay/Huron Bay: Anglers reported success-
fully catching lake trout, lake whitefish and salmon in 
Keweenaw and Huron bays. Anglers found lake trout in 
the highest abundance, and they were caught mostly 
during trolling trips. Coho and Chinook salmon were 
caught while trolling during morning and afternoon 
fishing trips. These salmon were caught mostly below 
50 feet of water but were still found in a wide range of 
total water depths. Lake trout and whitefish were 
caught while jigging in both bays. 

Traverse Bay/South Portage Entry Canal: Anglers re-
ported having a lot of luck coming off the water this 
last week. Those launching farther north from Big Trav-
erse Harbor found plenty of lake trout while jigging in 
waters from 80 to 180 feet deep. Lake trout were 
found mostly through the lower half of the water col-
umn during these fishing trips. Early in the week, an-
glers reported large Chinook salmon caught south of 
Big Traverse Bay and north from South Portage Entry 
Canal. Salmon and lake trout anglers found consistent 
catches on both spoons and flies. 



OTTAWA SHOPPER                July 15, 2024 

Dental Hygienist  
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 

Certified Medical Assistant 
Licensed Practical Nurse 

Registered Nurse 

HERE’S WHO’S HIRING  

WE ARE HIRING! 
CLEANER NEEDED 

BIG VALLEY FORD IS ACCEPTING  
APPLICATIONS FOR SOMEONE TO CLEAN 

AT DEALERSHIP  
SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY. 

PLEASE DIRECT INQUIRES 
TO MICKEY@BIGVALLEY.BIZ  

OR CALL 906-988-2323. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
August 5-9, 2024 

at the Ontonagon Baptist Church  
615 Greenland Road, Ontonagon 

Hauraat Linnut 
(Fragile Birds) 

Come to the beach 
Where the lake is blue 
And rolling white waves 
Come rushing at you. 

Waves comes splashing 
Over our toes. 
Pause for a moment 
And away they go. 

We’ll hunt for agates 
Along the shore 
Watch the sun set 
We’re there once more. 

 

mailto:MICKEY@BIGVALLEY.BIZ
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We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or Federal Medicare Program.   

BERGLAND 

Calvary Baptist Church: 11AM Sun. Worship, 201 Pine St.  

BRUCE CROSSING 

Bethany Lutheran (WELS): Sun. 5PM Worship, 
 Pr. Johnson 
Bruce Crossing Apostolic Lutheran Church: 12PM Sun. School,  
1PM Worship. Communion 1st Sun. Pr. Hulkonen. 15121 M-
28W.  

Bruce Crossing Bible Church:10AM Sunday School,  
11AM  Worship, 15089 Maplewood Rd. 

EWEN 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA): 10AM Communion  
Worship 1st, 2nd, 4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St. 

United Methodist Church: 9AM Worship 1st Sun.  
Open Communion  

PAYNESVILLE 

First Apostolic Lutheran Church: 10:30AM  
Worship 1st Sun., 2:30PM on 3rd Sun.  

Our Saviour Lutheran Church (ELCA):  
10AM Communion Worship 3rd and 5th Sun,  
13980 N. Paynesville Rd. 

MASS CITY 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA): 10:30AM Sun.  
Worship w/ Holy Communion, Wed. 4-5PM Bible  
Adventures & Faith Formation child. 4 yrs + 

ONTONAGON 

Ontonagon Baptist Church: Sun. Worship 9:45AM,  
11AM, and 6PM; Wed. Worship 7PM. Pr. Virgil Ruchti.  
615 Greenland Rd. 

TROUT CREEK 

Calvary Temple Assembly of 
God: 9AM Sun. School,  
10AM Sun. Worship.  
187 Division St.  

Trout Creek Lutheran Commu-
nity Church:  
11AM on 3rd Sun. Worship. 

 

EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 

AREA CHURCH SERVICES  

Serving Trout Creek, Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton and Covington. 


