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From the  
Heart of  
Ontonagon Valley 

July 3 Independence Day Celebration - Town Picnic & Lightning Over the Lake-Fireworks, Wakefield  

July 4 4th of July Lawnmower Parade, 10am, Trout Creek 

July 4 Land O’Lakes Independence Day Parade, 12pm CT, followed by Party in the Park 1pm-4pm CT Land O’Lakes, WI 

July 5 4th of July Fireworks, at dusk at AJ’s Lodge & Oven on Lake Gogebic, Bergland  

July 5 4th of July Fireworks, at dusk at Sunshine Motel and Cabins, 23940 W. Hwy M64, Ontonagon 

July 5 Watersmeet 4th of July Parade and Picnic, 12:30pm Kiddie/Pet Parade, 1pm Parade, 1:30-4:30pm picnic, drinks, live music 
kids games at Pavilion Park 

July 6 Bruce Crossing Area Independence Day Celebration “Made in America”, Bruce Crossing (Details inside)  

July 6 Coed Kickball and Volleyball Tournaments, Bruce Crossing (Details inside)  

July 6 Greenland 4th of July Celebration, Greenland 

July 7 Porkies Folk School Open House, 5pm-7pm, All ages. FREE. Silver City  

July 10 Community Cookout & Potluck, 2pm-?, LVD Health Center will fill the grill! Bring your fav side dish, salad or dessert to share. 
Games, Prizes - all at the Watersmeet Pavilion. Hosted by LVD Police Dept, Watersmeet Township, LVD Health Center, LVD 
Social Services, LVD Healing to Wellness Court, LVD Plaza - Call in advance for Transportation 906-287-0696.  

July 11-14 Hodag Country Music Festival, Rhinelander, WI 

July 12-13 U.P. Championship Rodeo, Iron County Fairgrounds, 720 W. Franklin St., Iron River, MI 

July 12-14 Miner’s Revenge Mountain Bike Race, Cross Country, DH, and Enduro Races at Adventure Mine in Greenland 

July 13 Bergland Vikings All-School Reunion, Food provided. BYOB at Bergland Twp Park.  

July 17 47th Annual Senior Festival, 10am-2pm, at Ewen-Trout Creek School (Details inside)  

July 20 E-TC Sports Booster Club Annual Steakout, 5:30pm-12am, Ewen (Details inside)  

July 26-27 CopperFest, Ontonagon (Details inside)  

July 26-27 White Pine 4th of July Community Picnic & Fireworks, (7/26 4pm-7pm at  
Amer. Legion, 7/27 Fireworks) 

July 27 CopperFest Car & Bike Show, FREE registration. Win trophies and cash 
prizes! Register 9am, Show open to public 10am-5pm in downtown On-
tonagon 

July 27 Ontonagon County Fair, Ontonagon County Fairgrounds in Greenland 

July 27 Day in Clay, Ewen 

Aug 10 2024 Ontonagon Area Gladiator Booster Bonanza  

 

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 

We are a community charter credit union serving people who live, 
work, worship or attend school in; and businesses and other legal 
entities located in Ontonagon and Gogebic Counties. We look 
forward to sharing our credit union and its services with you. 

Insured by NCUA 

www.settlersfcu.com 

BRANCH OFFICE 
Northern Waters Casino at N5384 US Hwy 45 

Phone:  (906) 358-3066 

Mon   9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    
Wed    9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    

Fri    9:00 am - 4:00 pm CST  

MAIN OFFICE 
14623 M 28,  Bruce Crossing, MI 49912 

Phone:  (906) 827-3240  

Mon - Thurs    8:30 am - 4:00 pm EST 
Fri    8:30 am - 6:00 pm EST 

Sat (Drive Up Only)   9:00 am - 12:00 pm EST  

JULY 15, 2024  
(Submissions Due July 10) 

JULY 29, 2024  
(Submissions Due July 24)  

AUGUST 12, 2024  
(Submissions Due Aug 7)  

NEXT EDITIONS OF THE  

OTTAWA SHOPPER  
WILL BE PUBLISHED  

THE WEEKS OF...  

  

  

 

Sponsored by  
 

THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  
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CopperFest 2024: Celebrating Ontonagon County ’s Mining & Logging  
Heritage CopperFest is a premier 2-day event celebrating the rich history of mining and logging in  
Ontonagon County. Everyone is invited to join in the fun!   

FRIDAY, JULY 26  
Ontonagon Lighthouse Tours: Call (906) 884-6165 for details.  

7:30 - 10:30 PM: Live Music at the beach w/Tom Katalin & Kenny James 

9 PM: Bonfires & Boat Parade – Parade starts at Ontonagon Marina then travels to the Township Park 
along Lake Superior Beach where bonfires will be available for the community.  

Fireworks at Dusk: Watch from Lake Shore Park Beach area for best viewing.  

SATURDAY, JULY 27  
Food (Downtown): Taco Dan Food Truck, Dog Days at VFW, Firehall Cookout  

Ontonagon Lighthouse Tours: Call (906) 884-6165 for details.  

Veterans Day on the Lake: Followed by VFW cookout. Contact Larry Greig at (906) 884-2770.  

5K Run/Walk/Bike: Contact Anytime Fitness at (906) 884-4348. 

Gitche Gumee Landing: Featuring artist Johnny Gladstone w/ fun kid activities sponsored  
by Adventure Mine & Caledonia Mine.  

10 AM - 4 PM: Kids’ Bounce house & Old Fashioned Games (Next to Heritage Antiques),  
Petting Zoo, Coin Scramble.  

10 AM: ORV Historic Trail Ride (Sponsored by Mi-Trale) – Riders meet behind Railroad Depot at  
10 AM then travel to area mines for a tour and presentation. Riders should bring lunch and a beverage.  

10 AM: Crafts, Food & Merchandise Vendors – Downtown on River Street. Set up 8 AM.  

10 AM - 5 PM: Classic Car & Bike Show – Judging at 3 PM, prizes awarded at 4 PM.  

12 PM - 12 AM: Live Music & Street Dance  

12 PM: Lumber Camp & Great Lakes Timber Show – Chainsaw Carving, Axe-Throwing, 
Cross-Cut Sawing, & more throughout the day.  

5 PM: Kids’ Bike Parade – Begins at Heritage Antiques. Ends at Citizens State Bank.  
Prizes for participants.  

Thank You to All of Our Sponsors: Citizens State Bank, Porcupine Mountains, Sunshine 
Motel and Cabins, Trident Maritime Systems, Silver Sands, M-64 Truck and Auto Repair, Su-
perior Outdoor Maintenance and Services, Al's Auto, Big Valley Ford, Gitche Gumee Landing, 
UPPCO, Scott's Superior, Wascher Forest Products, Ontonagon County Telephone Company, 
Lake of the Clouds, VFW Post 5600, Krupps Mini Mart in Twin Lakes, Settlers Federal Credit 
Union, Borseth Agency, Pat's Motorsports, Domitrovich Insurance, Rockland American Legion 
Milton G. Preiss Post 92, Harbor Town Laundromat, Peninsula Graphics, Pat’s Foods, USave.  

View the full schedule on Facebook. For more info on CopperFest contact  
Ontonagon County Chamber of Commerce Phone: (906) 884-4735 | Email: copperfest@up.net  

Serving Trout Creek, Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton and Covington. 
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THANK YOU  
Thank you so very much to  

everyone who helped me cele-
brate my high school graduation. I  
appreciate your thoughtfulness! 

~ Deni Lynn Delbridge 
 

EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 

IF YOU DON’T MIND ME ASKING… Have you been to the 
Settlers Depot Gallery?  I have, and here are some words that come 
to mind: Beautiful, original, clever, useful, handy, perfect, delicious, 
authentic, varied, creative, quirky, keepsake, sparkly, local, sturdy, 
precious, warm, cool, 
thoughtful, upcycled…  (I’ll 
stop there. I don’t want to ruin 
all the surprises. You’ll just have 
to go see for yourself.) 
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UPCOMING  
ADVENTURE MOUNTAIN  

HORSE SHOWS 
at the Onto. Co. Fairgrounds  

in Greenland 

July 28, 10 AM    

&  Aug 25, 10 AM 

FREE TO WATCH! 



OTTAWA SHOPPER                July 1, 2024 

ONLINE AUCTION WITH 
COL. RENE’ BRASS 

www.colrene.net 
Online Bidding Opens: July 13-18, 2024 
Open House:  July 13,  9AM - 10:30AM  
(6728 Whitefish Lake Rd., Three Lakes, WI) 

 
Like New Tractor: JD (X739) 4x4 glass cab w/ 48” deck, 47” snowblower, only 
99 hours! Like New Mini Excavator: Kubota (KX033-4) w/thumb only 196 
hours! 60 Firearms/ETC: (see auction catalog) Ten Point crossbow, MEC reload-
er’s, Large amount of ammo, gun safe  Trailers: 18’ tandem equipment trailer, 
enclosed Wells Cargo 7x16, PJ flatbed 22,” aluminum trailer ramps ATV: Polaris 
Sportsman 570 Camo Ed. Tools: Large amount of Snap-On, Matco, Mac tools
(Craftsman Professional Table saw, drill press, scroll saw, miter saw & bandsaw),  
Milw. Chop saw, stacking tool boxes, new power planer, battery charger, jack 
stands, air compressor, work mate, dolly, new paint sprayer, Rigid framing nailer, 
siding miter saws, Paslode nail guns, DeWalt laser level, sand blaster, Paragon 
kiln, DeWalt air compressor, Stihl concrete saw, & more! Antique/Collectible: 
RW crock, cast iron loon, cast iron pans, Copper weather vane, pitcher pump, 
rocking chair, spear, arrow heads, wrought iron fencing, skis, hunting knives,  
Mobil Oil drum, lanterns, vintage dolly, dolls, records, Pepsi machine, Home  
Contents: leather sofa w/recliner, entertainment center w/fireplace, freezer, mas-
sager, deer mt., large collection of cast iron. Sporting/Outdoors: kids Playhouse 
and play ground, power washer, Ariens mower, Husqvarna rear tine tiller,  genera-
tors, log chains, Fly High set ups, submersible pump, ice fishing, anchors, yard 
tools, wheelbarrow, paddle boards, canoes, kayak paddles, bird houses, sprayers, 
large fake rock, Sea-Doo PWC dry suit, life vest, tent, basketball hoop & more!  
PICKUP & PAYMENT: Friday, July 19 (2PM- 5PM.)   
 
Terms: Cash or good check, credit cards.  10 % buyers fee. Not responsible for loss or  
accidents. Sales tax charged. Settlement made before removing items. Conditions: Sold as 
is, where is. Announcements made on auction day take precedence over printed material. 
R.W.A. Col. Rene' Brass #424, Col. Robert St. Louis #450, St. Louis Auctions LLC 6728 
Whitefish Lk. Rd., Three Lakes, WI 54562.  PH: 715-367-1668 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: New in box Medline 
folding Rollator Walker 8”wheels.  
906-236-2305. Msg or text (2 of 3) 

FOR SALE: New & used square-
bodied Chevy truck parts ‘73-’87.  
Call 906-365-0074 (in Bergland) 

Seasoned Firewood  
Sauna Wood 

$100 Face Cord 

Cut, split, seasoned & delivered 

JW Forestry       

906-287-1027 
 

SUNDAY CRAFT  
& TREASURE MARKET 

10AM-2PM CT 

Every Sunday  
Memorial Day thru Labor Day  

(weather permitting) 

Intersection of US-2 and  
Hwy-45 in Watersmeet 

WANTED 
WANTED: Multi-disk CD 
Player. Please call Tom at 906-
575-3562 

GARDEN  
ROTOTILLING  

SERVICE 
Prompt, Reliable  

& Reasonable 

Call Bill  

(906) 884-7355  

Sell, Buy, or Promote Here  
Only 15 cents a Word!  ($4.00 min.) 

http://www.colrene.net/
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TROUT CREEK: Congratulations Pete & 
Maxine Thompson on your 63rd Wedding 
Anniversary! 

PAYNESVILLE: Congratulations Steve & 
Jean Hokkanen on your 51st Wedding Anni-
versary! 

EWEN: After 
32 combined 
years at State 
Bank of Ewen 
and Gogebic 
Range Bank, 
Carl Ahlskog 
has retired 
Cheers to you, 
Carl! 

 

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD  

2024 Election - GEN Z Voting Participation Improvement Needed  
For the November 2024 election, 40.8 million members of Generation Z (Gen Z) (aged 18- 27) nation-
wide will be eligible to vote.  That’s about 1/6 of eligible voters nationwide. (The Bipartisan Policy 
Center estimates about 244 million Americans will be eligible to vote in 2024.)  

In the November 2022 mid-term elections, Gogebic County had 1,371 active registered Gen Z vot-
ers, but only 371 cast ballots. That means 72.9% of them did not vote. Iron County also had poor 
turnout amongst active registered Gen Z voters with only 262 out of 1,018 casting ballots (74.3%). 
These numbers put both counties in the list of “Bottom 10 Counties % Did Not Vote 2022”.  Ontona-
gon County’s Gen Z active registered voter turnout was not much better, with only 138 of the 439 
casting ballots (68.6% did not vote).     

For comparison, 
the best Gen Z 
turnout was 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty (lower Mich), 
with 60,427 active 
registered Gen Z 
voters, 34,029 cast 
ballots. That’s 
means only 43.7% 
did not vote. 
Source: Statistics 
from Election Ad-
ministration and  
Voting Survey 2022 
Comprehensive Re-
port 
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24/7 TOWING   Call: 906-390-0066 
Plus OFF-ROAD VEHICLE, ATV/UTV  

and SNOWMOBILE RECOVERY 

Tire Repair & Sales 
Auto & Light Truck Repair  

Small Engine Repair - Lawn & Garden 
Powersports Repair - Snowmobile/ UTV/ATV 

 

Call: 906-884-8500 
Email: 906services@gmail.com 

Facebook: 906 Services Inc 

Highline Internet Brings 
Fiber Internet to 
Watersmeet  
6/25/2024: Highline Internet an-
nounced the availability of high-speed 
fiber internet to over 1,200 residents in 
Watersmeet Township, many of which 
are serviceable now. This expansion 
aims to bridge the digital divide and 
provide the community with reliable, 
lightning-fast internet connectivity.  

On May 28, Highline hosted a com-
munity meeting, which saw a turnout 
of over 60 residents. At the event at-
tendees learned about the benefits of 
fiber internet, asked questions, and 
signed up for service.  

“Great minds discuss ideas;  

average minds discuss events; 

small minds discuss people.” · 

         – Eleanor Roosevelt   
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THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL 

FIREWORKS 

DISPLAY IN 

THE ENTIRE 

U.P.! 
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Have you ever noticed  

Source: Ottawa National Forest 
Facebook Page 

DID YOU HAVE TROUBLE GETTING YOUR  
BOAT OFF THE LIFT LAST YEAR?  
Don’t let low water levels keep you down! 
WE MAY HAVE A SOLUTION FOR YOU... 

2024 Ontonagon County  
Senior Project Fresh Coupons  
Any senior 60+ years of age (or 55 years of age 
and a member of a Michigan Federally recog-
nized tribe or urban tribe who meets income re-
quirements) is eligible to receive $25 worth of 
coupons. Income guidelines are $27,861/yr for 
one person/household or if two people house-
hold it is $37,814/yr. Coupons may be used at Farmers Markets in Mich. that accept Fresh coupons.  
To sign up and receive coupons, please come to one of the sites. Coupons first-come, first-served.  

• ONTONAGON: Thurs., July 11 at 11:30 AM -12:30 PM at GOCAA, Sr. Meal Site 

• EWEN: Thurs., July 25 at 12:00 PM -12:30 PM at the Cloverland Senior Center 

Questions?  Call Kathy Bauer at Michigan State University Extension at 906-884-4386 

Simple Blessings Resale Shop  

& Local Food Pantry 

Mineral River Plaza in White Pine, MI 

OPEN: Wednesday thru Friday 
 11AM-3PM ET 

July 13, 10AM - 12PM 
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WE BUY, SELL & TRADE GUNS! 

OPEN:  Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,   Sat 9am-3pm 
 1035 West State Hwy M64 in Ontonagon 
PHONE: 906-884-8500 Email: 906outfitters@gmail.com             
   Facebook: 906 Outfitters 

Specializing in  
hunting, fishing, guns,  
ammunition, archery, & more! 

July 4, 10 AM - Don’t miss the Annual 
Lawnmower Parade in Trout Creek! 

Fun times!  
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HELP WANTED 

A&A Hardware & Auto  
in Bruce Crossing 
Front Counter and  

In-store Help   

Mechanical and Auto knowledge  

helpful but not necessary.  

Contact Pete at 616-437-7300 Dental Hygienist  
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 

Certified Medical Assistant 
Licensed Practical Nurse 

Registered Nurse 

HERE’S WHO’S HIRING  TRUCK DRIVER 

Pine Rock Ranch in  
Matchwood, MI is hiring a  

TRUCK DRIVER with valid Class A 
CDL to haul hay 4 hours south of 

Ewen Michigan.  
Part Time or Full Time  
employment available.  

Contact Pete at 616-437-7300. 

DELIVERY DRIVER  

UP Products in Ewen, MI is hiring a 
DELIVERY DRIVER. Must be able to 

lift up to 100 pounds.  
Part Time with Full Time  

employment possible. Opportunity 
for cross-training in  
other departments.  

Stop by UP Products to complete 
an application at  

20273 Old Michigan 28 in Ewen. 
Ask for Crystal or Eric.  

Or, call the office at 906-813-1300. 

WE ARE HIRING! 

 

Worship with us!
Trinity Lutheran  

Community  
Church 

in Trout Creek  

Sunday, July 21ST  
at 11AM 

Summers are for wagon rides at local celebra-

tions. See you in Bruce Crossing on July 6th! 
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Branon Jack Suomumaki, 50, of Longwood, Florida, passed away in his sleep on June 19, 2024. Branon was born on January 
11, 1974 in Ontonagon County to Jack Suomumaki and Bernita Lee (Demobroski) Bieniewski. He attended Ewen-Trout Creek 
High School. Branon first married Krystal Kitzman. Branon is survived by two daughters, Brittany (Andrew) Mettler and Casey 
Suomomaki, and four grandchildren, Easton and Paisley Mettler of Marenisco, and Hailey and Raven Eldridge of Bessemer; 
brother Jaime Suomumaki of Henderson, NV; father Jack Suomumaki of Ewen; step-father James Bieniewski of Paulding; 
aunts Susan Palmer (Naragensett RI), Nancy Rightmyer (Knoxville, TN), Carol McNiel (Appleton, WI), Anita Morristown 
(Mesa, AZ), Wanda Pietila (Woodruff, WI), Hilma (Paul) Feltner (Marquette), and Addie Beauchaine (Marquette); uncle Ken 
Kitzman (Bergland);  and grandparents Jerry and Sandy Kitzman of Bergland. 

Branon was preceded in death by his wife, Terry Ann Abbott;  mother Bernia Lee (Dembroski) Bienewski; aunt Carol 
(Dembroski) Lux; uncle Leonard Dembrosk; nephew Devin Suomumaki; Grandparents Eino and Ruth (Sironen) Suomumaki, 
and John and Eleanor (Isaacson) Dembroski.  

Branon had a good heart and a great sense of humor. He will be missed by his family and friends. A service will be held on a 
later date. 
 

Thank You 
The family of  

NANCY (HASENBERG) DAVID  
thanks all family and friends for 

their generosity and support 
during this difficult time.   

Nancy will truly be missed. 

BERGLAND 

Calvary Baptist Church:  
11AM Sun. Worship, 201 Pine St.  

BRUCE CROSSING 

Bethany Lutheran (WELS): Sun.  
5PM Worship, Pr. Johnson 
Bruce Crossing Apostolic  
Lutheran Church:  
12PM Sun. School, 1PM Worship. Communion 1st 
Sun. Pr. Hulkonen. 15121 M-28W.  

Bruce Crossing Bible Church: 
10AM Sunday School, 11AM   
Worship, 15089 Maplewood Rd. 

EWEN 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA):  
10AM Communion Worship 1st,  
2nd, 4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St. 

United Methodist Church: 9AM Worship 1st 

Sun. Open Communion  

PAYNESVILLE 

First Apostolic Lutheran Church: 10:30AM Worship 1st Sun., 2:30PM on 3rd Sun.  

Our Saviour Lutheran Church (ELCA): 10AM Communion Worship 3rd and 5th Sun,  
13980 N. Paynesville Rd. 

MASS CITY 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA): 10:30AM Sun. Worship w/ Holy Communion, Wed. 4-5PM Bible 
Adventures & Faith Formation child. 4 yrs + 

ONTONAGON 

Ontonagon Baptist Church: Sun. Worship 9:45AM, 11AM, and 6PM; Wed. Worship 7PM. Pr. Virgil 
Ruchti. 615 Greenland Rd. 

TROUT CREEK 

Calvary Temple Assembly of God: 9AM Sun. School, 10AM Sun. Worship. 187 Division St.  

THANK YOU  

Thank you to all of the generous, caring people for the 

outpouring of love, calls, visits, acts of kindness, cards, 

and food provided at the  house and the VFW Hall.  

We couldn’t have done it without all of the wonderful 

help from family and friends.  

We sure are fortunate! 

Sincerely, Roxane and Josh Dersnah 

I would like to thank all the kind  
people in our community for all they 
did for our family. All who brought 
food to our home, called and said 
prayers, gave me hugs, attended 
Bob’s service and the lunch after. 
Thank you ladies of our church,  
others who helped, all who made  
and brough food and helped clean 
after it was over. All the food was  
delicious and everyone enjoyed the 
food and their time to tell stories 
about Bob. God Bless you one and  
all. I thank you from the bottom of  
my heart. 

~ Shirley and the Bob Ogren Family 

Thank You AREA CHURCH  
SERVICES 

OBITUARY 

544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 
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We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or Federal Medicare Program.   

Would you like to share information or place an ad in this newsletter? We print and mail 
more than 5,200 copies every two weeks to ALL of Ontonagon County and surrounding  
areas. Call Carol at 404-660-3893 or Rena at 404-433-7983 or send us an email at  
ottawashopper@outlook.com.  

“Patriotism is easy to understand in America; it means looking out for 
yourself by looking out for your country.”  - Calvin Coolidge 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP  
Public Budget Hearing 

Matchwood Township will have a redo  
Public Budget Hearing on Wednesday, July 10, 2024, at 

10am ET at the Matchwood Township Hall. There are no 
changes in the Budget from the original hearing.  

The Budget Appropriations Resolution will be adopted  
immediately following the Hearing.  

MCMILLAN TOWNSHIP  

Notice of Public Accuracy Test  
of Voting Equipment 

To the qualified voters of McMillan Township,  
Ontonagon County, State of Michigan: 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Accuracy Test for  
electronic equipment that will be used for the  

August 6, 2024, State Primary Election is scheduled for  
Tuesday, July 16, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. at the  

Township Office at 109 S. Cedar St. Ewen, Michigan. 

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that 
the computer programming used to tabulate the votes cast at 

the election meets requirements of Michigan election law. 

Kay S. Richter, Clerk  
McMillan Township 

Notice of McMillan Township  
Clerk Office Hours 

McMillan Township Clerk, Kay Richter, will be in her office 

All Tuesdays, 2:00-4:00pm, and 
Saturday, August 3, 2024, 9:00am-5:00pm 

Appointments can be made at other times  
by calling 906-988-2240. 


