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From the Heart  
of Ontonagon Valley 

COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER 

May 1 E-TC Evening of the Arts, K-12 students’ art will be on display from 5:30pm-7pm. Performances by the choir and elementary/ 
high school bands begin at 7pm. E-TC school in Ewen. 

May 4-5 Men’s & Women’s All Area Schools’ Alumni Basketball Tournament, Sign up 906-231-0668, E-TC School in Ewen 

May 5 Ontonagon County Animal Protection (OCAP) Dinner/Auction Fundraiser, Social 4pm, Dinner 5:30pm. Auction to follow. 
Reservations and payments due April 29. Call Jan at 906-884-2429 to reserve your seat. Twilly's in Bruce Crossing.  

May 6 Settlers Cooperative Annual Members Meeting, 6:00pm, VFW Hall, Bruce Crossing  

May 9 Northwoods Singers Spring Concert, 7:00pm CDT, followed by refreshments. Ely Memorial Church, Land O' Lakes, WI 

May 11 E-TC H.S. Prom, E-TC school gym 

May 12 MOTHER’S DAY 

May 13 Auditions for The Secret Garden - Missoula Children’s Theatre production, 3:30pm at the Onto. Theater of Performing Arts, 
311 N. Steel St., Onto. Participants must attend rehearsals May 13 -17, 3:30pm-8pm each day. Questions? Call  906-675-1516 

May 13 Spring Concert, 6pm CT, Watersmeet School - All are welcome to attend 

May 18 The Secret Garden - A Missoula Children’s Theatre production, 3pm, Onto. Theater of Performing Arts, 311 N. Steel St., Onto. 

May 17-19 Annual Lake Trout Classic, Ontonagon 

May 18 Lake Gogebic Walleye Opener, $1000 for 1st place Walleye. Prizes for Perch and Northern Pike, too! (Details inside)  

May 24 E-TC H.S. Graduation in Ewen, Ontonagon H.S. Graduation in Ontonagon, Watersmeet H.S. Graduation in Watersmeet 

May 27  MEMORIAL DAY  (Schedule of services at local cemeteries TBA) 

June 8-9 MICHIGAN FREE FISHING WEEKEND, June 8 & 9, 2024. All fishing license fees waived for two days. Residents and out-of
-state visitors may enjoy fishing on both inland and Great Lakes waters for all species of fish.  

June 15 Settlers Federal Credit Union 12th Annual Cancer Walk, 10:30am, Bruce Crossing (Details inside)  

June 15-16 Car & Tractor Show, (Sat. 5pm-8pm, Sun. 12pm-3pm) Downtown Iron River, MI  

June 16 FATHER’S DAY 

June 22 JUHANNAS DAY (Finnish midsummer celebration day) 

June 30 Log Cabin Day Heritage Celebration, 11am-5pm, Rockland (Old Victoria location) Tour 
Old Victoria’s log cabins. Cinnamon rolls, old-fashioned kids games, and more! 

July 4 4th of July Lawnmower Parade, Trout Creek 

July 6 Bruce Crossing Area Independence Day Celebration “Made in America”,  
Bruce Crossing 

July 26-27 CopperFest, Ontonagon 

MAY EDITIONS OF THE  

OTTAWA SHOPPER  
WILL BE PUBLISHED ON  

MAY 6, 2024  
(Submissions Due May 1)  

AND 

MAY 20, 2024  
(Submissions Due May 15)  
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11:00 AM, April 28, 2024 

CopperFest  Are you ready to showcase your products and services to a vibrant community eager to  
discover new treasures? Then don't miss your chance to be part of the excitement  
July 26-27 at CopperFest 2024! We're on a mission to pack River Street in downtown Ontonagon 
with an incredible array of vendors, and we want YOU to join us! Whether you specialize in hand-
made crafts, delicious food and beverages, unique art pieces, or innovative products, there's a 
spot for you at CopperFest. This is your opportunity to connect with a diverse audience, boost 
your brand visibility, and make lasting impressions with potential customers.   

Ready to reserve your spot?  
Register online at https://ontonagonmi.org/copperfest-vendor-registration/   

Call the Ontonagon Chamber of Commerce with registration questions at 906-884-4735. 

2024 
July 26 and July 27 

in Ontonagon 

Did you know there are at least 37 different species of orchid flowers that can 
be found on Ottawa National Forest lands? Stemless Lady-Slipper 
(Cypripedium acaule) is the most common. It tends to favor dry forests with 
pine, oak, and aspen, as well as hummocks in conifer swamps. 

Opening May 24, 2024! 

1 

https://ontonagonmi.org/copperfest-vendor-registration/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0TqKy9CTFDru8Ir0yoqCEdpOiWe9DK3B8jHo7LQSrOhkUhw-EoFw6-RG4_aem_Ac2Z07pir4Vwqm9Wei5Uj8tVtkkemlq6InxNY7GZNNlLePnwVh1Dt5Mwr3nd-13PIlgoO4BwuWD_uXphjhGKfcTn


OTTAWA SHOPPER            April 22, 2024 

FOR SALE 
ESTATE SALE - MARIE KUEHNL RESIDENCE 

May 9-11, 9am – 4pm  
15648 US 45 N, Bruce Crossing 

Furniture, bedroom sets, vintage jewelry, antiques, craft supplies, dishes,  
variety of kitchen and household items, small appliances, pictures  

& other décor items. Many more items, too numerous to list.  
No Early Sales. 

PREPARE FOR WINTER NOW -  
ORDER YOUR FIREWOOD,  
THEN ENJOY THE SUMMER!  

FIREWOOD STORAGE TIPS:  
Store wood off the ground, away  
from the house, and keep it dry  
under a cover. Leave an air space  
between the wood and covering.  
The air space should be big enough  
for a mouse, but too small for the cat  
that’s chasing it. 

FOR SALE: Live edge buildings and saunas. Call: (no text) 
906-236-9271 

 
GARDEN ROTOTILLING SERVICE  

Prompt, Reliable and Reasonable 
Call Bill at (906) 884-7355  

 
GARAGE SALES: Multiple sales around Lake Gogebic on 
June 8, 8am-2pm CT. 

Something you’ll  
never hear on tax day:  

Taxes are  
liberating! They 

free you from the 
burden of deciding 
how to spend your 

own money.  

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF LYING  
Why do people lie? Such a simple question should come with a simple answer (but doesn’t, unfortunately). There are indications, however, that most of us 
share the same the motives for telling lies. Data collected during interviews with children and from questionnaires completed by adults through a study 
conducted by the Paul Ekman Group suggests that telling lies occurs (at least in part) for one of nine reasons:   

1. To avoid being punished. The most frequently mentioned motivation for telling lies (by both children and adults). It’s important to note that there 
were no significant differences for lies told to avoid punishment for a purposeful misdeed versus an honest mistake. 

2. To obtain a reward not otherwise readily obtainable. This is the second-most commonly mentioned motive. An example of this is falsely claiming 
work experience during a job interview to increase chances of hire. 

3. To protect another person from being punished. As with lying to avoid personal punishment, motive does not change with intent. We’ve seen this 
occur between coworkers, friends, family, and even with strangers! 

4. To protect oneself from the threat of physical harm. This is different from being punished, for the threat of harm is not for a misdeed. An example 
would be a child who is home alone telling a stranger at the door that his father is asleep now and to come back later. 

5. To win the admiration of others. Telling lies to increase your popularity can range from “little white lies” to enhance a story being told, to creating 
an entirely new (fabricated) persona.  

6. To get out of an awkward social situation. Examples of how telling lies can look when motivated by this are claiming to have a babysitter problem 
to get out of a dull party, or ending a telephone conversation by saying there is someone at the door. 

7. To avoid embarrassment. The child who claims the wet seat resulted from water spilling, not from wetting her pants, is an example if the child did 
not fear punishment, only embarrassment. 

8. To maintain privacy without notifying others of that intention. For example, the couple who claims to have eloped because the cost of a wedding 
was beyond their means when, in reality, they were avoiding the obligation to invite their families. 

9. To exercise power over others by controlling the information the target has. Famously embodied by Hitler, this is arguably the most dangerous 
motive for telling lies. 

The kind of lies that seem to be reserved for use by a small lot people are those falling under the category of  “malicious envy ” - associated with Machia-
vellian behaviors such as deception, sabotage, and spreading lies and rumors about the envied person. This will be no surprise to anyone who has ever 
been on the receiving end of sabotage, smear campaigns, or blatant misrepresentation by envious narcissistic people. Unlike benign envy which can moti-
vate people to improve themselves, malicious envy is said to drive negative thoughts about the envied person, attentional focus on the competitor, and be-
haviors directed at undermining the other’s performance or reputation. The typical target of such envy is anyone who poses a potential threat - especially 
an attractive, successful woman. If you have ever encountered a situation like this, know that this is not your fault. These types bully those they are threat-
ened by. Don’t dim your light to cater to their envy or shrink when you hear about their covert attempts to make you appear inadequate. In fact, take the 
attacks as an indication that you deserve to shine even more brightly and visibly. Cut ties with anyone who uses these tactics and stick to relationships 
with people who celebrate you and encourage you in becoming confident. If you get put down covertly or overtly by someone, remember that there is 
something wrong with them, not you. Their issues and insecurities are not your responsibility, and you are not obligated to shrink to meet their needs or 
stroke their ego.  
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544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

Do you need Skid steer work including 
ground clearing, tag elder brushing, 
woods clearing? Call M&J Services  

today for a free estimate. 906-299-0575 

 

Sally Ellsworth, of Bruce Crossing and this 
moose crossed paths as Sally was traveling 
to Wakefield on April 22.  The moose safely 
crossed the highway as traffic stopped in 
both directions. 
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Ewen, MI: McMillan Township Fire Department was recently 
awarded $5,000 through Copper Shores Community Health Founda-
tion’s 2024 Volunteer Emergency Services Grant. The funding 
comes from a request for proposals that was released in early 2024 
for volunteer emergency service providers (fire departments, first 
responders) located in and serving Baraga, Houghton, Keewenaw or 
Ontonagon counties. Up to $5,000 was available per grant with a 
50% match required. The McMillan Township Fire Department will 
use its award towards the purchase of two new self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA) units.  

Notice of Modified Load Restrictions  
Spring weight restrictions will be modified to allow normal legal 
loads on paved roads, and most gravel roads in Baraga, Hough-
ton, Keweenaw and Ontonagon Counties on Monday, April 22, 
2024, at 8:00 a.m. Some roads remain restricted, please contact 
your local road commission if you have further questions. Baraga 
Co. at 906-524-7270, Houghton Co. at 906-482-3600, Keweenaw 
County at 906-337-1610, Ontonagon Co. at 906-884-2332.  
Mobile Food Pantry Returns to Ontonagon on May 1  
A Feeding America West Michigan mobile food pantry is coming 
back to Ontonagon on May 1, 2024. The mobile food pantry will 
be held at the Ontonagon Village Fire Hall at 315 River St, On-
tonagon beginning at noon.  

McMillan Township Fire Department awarded  
grant money from Copper Shores Community  
Health Foundation 

University of Michigan Economic Growth Institute recently shared its findings of their year-long eco-
nomic impact study detailed on what the Western U.P. sees tourism-wise in a typical year. Some of 
the key findings were that most tourism occurs between June and September, and the median stay is 
four days on average. The information was gathered through online surveys.* Respondents stated rea-
sons for visiting as 83% Leisure, and 21% Family, with 80% of the visitors being from the Midwest. 
Economic Growth Institute Director of Research Sarah Crane said these findings were based on self-
reported data during the year. In the span of the year, the survey discovered that around $350 million 
went towards tourism in the regions of Baraga, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, and Ontonagon 
counties.  

Peak visitor estimates by month are June through October range from 200K to 390K visitors. Re-
spondents said 19% were here visiting on day trips, and 81% overnight. Over 80% of all visitors re-
side in one of four states: Michigan 35.5%, Wisconsin 29.7%, Minnesota 10.3% and Illinois 8.7%. 

*Based on 1,337 responses, 4,008 visitors represented 

RESULTS FROM WESTERN U.P. TOURISM STUDY  
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EAT SAFE FISH – Michigan’s Eat Safe Fish Guide  
There are many health benefits to eating fish. However, if you 
eat fish, you might also be eating chemicals — like mercury, 
PCBs, PFOS, or dioxins. You can’t see or taste the chemicals 
that can cause health problems, but these chemicals can stay 
in your body for a long time and can even cause cancer. The 
Mich. Dept. of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) recom-

mends eating fish that are low in chemical contaminants. Use the Eat 
Safe Fish Guide (ESF Guide) to find fish that have been tested for chemi-
cals and are safe to eat. The guide provides advice for the size range of 
fish that are typically caught and eaten. The guidelines are safe for every-
one - including pregnant women, children, and those with illnesses, like 
cancer or diabetes. To get a free copy of the Eat Safe Fish Guide visit 
Michigan.gov/EatSafeFish or call MDHHS at 1-800-648-6942. Excerpts 
from the guide are shown on this page. 

How much is a Serving Size of fish? 
8 oz of fish = approximately the size of an adult’s entire hand  
4 oz of fish = approximately the size of the palm of an adult’s hand 
2 oz of fish = approximately the size of half a palm of an adult’s hand 

SAFE FISH GUIDELINES FOR  
LAKE SUPERIOR 

SAFE FISH GUIDELINES FOR  
ONTONAGON COUNTY 

Bond Lake/ 
Bond Falls Flowage 

Lake Gogebic 

Six Mile Lake 

Sudden Lake 

Victoria Reservoir 

Beatons Lake 

Bobcat Lake 

Chaney Lake 

Cisco Lake 

Duck Lake 

Lac Vieux Desert 

Lake Gogebic 

SAFE FISH GUIDELINES FOR  
GOGEBIC COUNTY (partial list) 
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OBITUARIES 

Fishing license 
fees are waived 
for Mich. resi-
dents who are 
veterans with 

100% disability or active-duty 
military. The special military 
fishing license is available at 
DNR Customer Service Cen-
ters and at license retail outlets 
statewide, and is valid for the 
license year.  

Some Special Fishing Regulations for Ontonagon Co.  
L. Gogebic the daily possession limit for yellow perch is 25 with 
no more than 5 yellow perch 12" or greater. W. Br. Ontonagon R. 
from its confluence with the Victoria Hydro station tailrace 
(T50N, R39W, SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of S29) upstream to Victoria 
Dam, including the trailrace canal closed to fishing April 1 - Jun. 
10. Lake of the Clouds fishing restricted to artificial lures only. It 
shall be unlawful to use or possess live bait, dead bait or organic 
or processed food at any time on the shore or water. No spearing, 
no possession of smallmouth bass. 

Ontonagon R. no more than 1 walleye over 23" may be possessed 
in the daily possession limit.  

FISH FOR DINNER? 

Participating Stops:  

Pit Stop Bar & Grill is 1st stop for  
Raffle Boards, 50/50 Raffles, Basket Raffles 

Merritt’s Travel Center, Rousseau Bar,  
Boondock Inn, 4 Season’s Convenience, 

Church in the Valley 

Tige’s Bar Mass City is the final destination 
with a 6pm-7pm Deadline 

ANNUAL POKER RUN  

Greenland 4th of July Fundraiser 

Saturday, May 4, 2024                
$10.00 per person  
Register 10am-11am  
at Pat’s Motorsports in Greenland 

 You’ll receive a sticker card at registration. Fill the card with stickers from each participating 
stop.  Everyone is welcome. For more info call Sue: 906-390-3164 or Trisha 906-231-7085. 
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Settlers’ Co-op 
Bruce Crossing, MI 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

CONVENIENCE |  6am-10pm  DAILY 
GROCERY  |  8am-8pm  DAILY 

DELI & HOT STUFF |  6am-6pm  DAILY 
FEED STORE  |  9am-5pm  MON-SAT 

PROPANE  |  8am-4pm  MON-FRI 
FEED STORE |  9am-5pm  MON-SAT 

PROPANE  |  8am-4pm  MON-FRI 

Weekly ad prices good April 29 through May 5, 2024 
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Settlers’ Co-op     
Bruce Crossing, MI 

Settlers Co-operative, Inc. 
Annual Shareholders’ 

Meeting  
will be held  

Monday, May 6, 2024 
 at 6 pm  

VFW Hall in Bruce Crossing 

All Settler’s Cooperative members are 
invited and encouraged  

to attend. 

 
CANDIDATES SOUGHT FOR  

TWO BOARD MEMBER VACANCIES 

If you are interested in serving as a 
board member, please stop by the  

Business Office by close of business on 
Tuesday, April 30, 2024, to have your 

name added to the voting ballot.   
Voting will occur  

at the Annual Meeting.    

SETTLERS’ CO-OP IS  
THE AREA’S NEWEST 

 

 

We have trucks and trailers for rent! 

 

JOIN US ON MAY 3rd  
at the Settlers’ Co-op 

We’re celebrating our fresh new look. 

11am-1pm Hotdogs & Brats Cookout, 
plus Spin-the-Wheel for a prize!  

Additional specials and  
giveaways all week long! 
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EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 

DID YOU HAVE TROUBLE GETTING YOUR  
BOAT OFF THE LIFT LAST YEAR?  
Don’t let low water levels keep you down! 

WE MAY HAVE A SOLUTION FOR YOU... 

Want to win $2,000 while having fun fishing?   Fish in the Lake Trout Classic  in 
Ontonagon on May 17-19, 2024. Benefitting the Onto. Co. Cancer Association.   

Call 906-884-2770 

LOWER LAKE  
WATER LEVELS: 
According the U.S. 
Army Corp of En-
gineers, as of Feb 
2024, Lake Supe-
rior’s water level 
was down 8 in. in 
the last year. 
That’s a big drop. 
Each inch of water 
on Lake Superior 
is 551 BILLION gallons, so a loss of 8 inches is 
4.4 TRILLION gallons. Where does the water 
go? Much of that is lost to evaporation – some 
exits Lake Superior through the St. Marys River. 
Evaporation has been greater this winter due to 
the warm, dry pattern. And, little ice on Lake 
Superior means more evaporation.  

Our family would like to thank all who attended 

Fritz's celebration of life on April 13th.  

We’re grateful to those that contributed to the  

celebration and will treasure the memories 

shared. Also, a big thank you to Shelly and Les 

for accommodating us at the Bergland Bay Bar. 

The Family of Fritz Applekamp 

B-I-N-G-O! 
Rockland American Legion Post 92 
has Bingo every Wednesday in 
Rockland at the Legion Hall. Doors 
open at 6pm. The first ball is drawn 
at 6:50pm. 



OTTAWA SHOPPER            April 22, 2024 

NOW HIRING 
WHITE TAIL TIRE 

COMPANY  
in Ewen  

is now hiring a  

TIRE SERVICE  
TECHNICIAN 

Stop by to apply or  
call  906-988-2305  

for more information. 

Have you considered becoming 

an Emergency Medical  

Technician? For more info 

about EMT training call  

SONCO at (906)365-0740  

or email:  

soncoopsmgr@gmail.com  

 

Free Suicide Prevention Training in Baraga on May 15  
Copper Shores Outreach & Education, in conjunction with Keweenaw Support 4 Health 
Minds, is hosting free suicide prevention training on Wednesday, May 15, 2024 from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the Ojibwa Community Library in Baraga. The event is provided at no cost to 
the public.  

The training is called Question, Persuade, and Refer (QPR). People trained in QPR learn 
how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade and 
refer someone to help. These skills can empower someone to save a life. The QPR train-
ing will teach people to be a “gatekeeper.” According to the Surgeon General’s National 
Strategy for Suicide Prevention (2001), a gatekeeper is someone in a position to recognize 
a crisis and the warning signs that someone may be contemplating suicide. 

Gatekeepers can be anyone, but include parents, friends, neighbors, teachers, ministers, 
doctors, nurses, office supervisors, squad leaders, foremen, police officers, advisors, case-
workers, firefighters, and many others who are strategically positioned to recognize and 
refer someone at risk of suicide.  There is a maximum of 30 people for this training. Light 
refreshments will be served. An RSVP is required by Monday, May 13. To RSVP or learn 
more about the opportunity, email lsimpson@coppershores.org or call (906) 482-9077. If 
demand is high, additional QPR sessions may be added.  

WATERSMEET FIRE DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY RESPONSE CALL STATISTICS - 2024 YEAR-TO-DATE Jan thru March.  
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DISPELLING 3 
MYTHS ABOUT  
CHIROPRACTY 
Myth #1:  Chiropractic 
Physicians are  
Mistrusted by Other  
Doctors 
A number of conservative 
physicians belonging to the 
American Medical Associa-
tion (AMA) during the 1940s 
publicly scorned chiropractic 
medicine and tried to elimi-
nate the profession by  
portraying chiropractic  
physicians as uneducated and 
unscientific charlatans. Their 
efforts led to misconceptions 
about chiropractic profes-
sionals that persisted until a 
1980s lawsuit found the 
AMA guilty of conspiracy 
against chiropractic services. 
Today, support for chiroprac-
tic medicine within the medi-
cal community continues to 
grow. In February 2017, the 
American College of  
Physicians updated their 
guidelines to suggest those 
with low back pain use  
various conservative, non-
invasive therapies such as 
spinal manipulation before 
resorting to pharmaceuticals. 
Today, many hospitals have 
chiropractic physicians on 
staff. 

Myth #2: Chiropractic 
Adjustments Are  
Dangerous  
Chiropractic services are less 
invasive than many other 
forms of medicine, and numerous studies have proven their safety and effectiveness for patients of all ages. Chiropractic medicine is a natural and safe al-
ternative to other treatments, including conventional pain management such as steroids, anti-inflammatory medication and surgery, which are associated 
with risks, side effects and complications. All doctors, including chiropractic physicians, are required to pay for malpractice insurance — however, chiro-
practic doctors pay much less for this insurance than medical doctors because injuries resulting from chiropractic care are so uncommon.  

Chiropractic  Myth #3: Chiropractic Physicians Only Treat Back Pain  
Though most widely known for treating spinal disorders, chiropractic services are used to resolve or manage a variety of health conditions for more than 35 
million Americans (adults and children alike) annually, according to the American Chiropractic Association. Such ailments can include acute and chronic 
pain, fatigue, chronic gastrointestinal infections, autoimmune disorders, diabetes and headaches. Chiropractic therapy is also often used by women to treat 
pregnancy-related pain and conditions at any stage of planning. 

 

 

The Lac Vieux Desert Health Center is a 32,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility, opened in the summer of 2016, and is located at 

N5241 Hwy 45 in Watersmeet. The Center is open to the public. Patients within a 100-mile radius use its services. The Center pro-

vides a complete pharmacy, dental, optometry, podiatry, primary care, behavioral health, lab, radiology, chiropractic and CHR services. 

The Center accepts multiple insurance carriers and is also a Veteran’s Choice clinic. The hours of operation are Monday through Fri-

day are from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM CT. For details of all the services provided and to make appointments call (906) 358-4588.  

 

 
 

ABOUT THE LVD HEALTH CENTER  
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SCHOOL SNIPPETS  GOGEBIC CONSERVATION DISTRICT OFFERING TREE SEEDLINGS FOR DEER HABITAT IMPROVEMENT  
Gogebic Conservation was recently awarded MDNR’s 2024 Upper Peninsula Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Initiative. In order to improve deer 
habitat in Gogebic County, the Conservation District is distributing planting shares. There are two planting share options available. Applicants' property 
must be 20 acres or larger. Preference will be given to applicants close to a Deer Wintering Complex. Applicants are required to plant the seedlings, but 
planting tools are available for loan. Option 1 consists of 15 hard mast species seedlings (oak, butternut, etc), with tree protection tubes and stakes, 20 
spruce or pine seedlings, and 30 wildlife shrub seedlings (elderberry, hazelnut, etc). Option 2 consists of 20 Northern white cedar plugs, with tree protection 
tubes and stakes, 20 spruce or pine seedlings, and 30 wildlife fruit and nut shrub seedlings. To apply for a planting share, contact our district forester, Parker 
Wohlstein. (906) 285-1497 or email parker.wohlstein@macd.org.  

 

Your local one--stop shop for  
AUTOMOTIVE, SPORTING GOODS,  

HOME IMPROVEMENT,   
             & SPRING OUTDOOR needs. 

 

Open Monday—Friday 8:30AM to 5PM,  Saturday 8:30AM to 12PM, Closed Sundays 

At the intersection of US-45 & M-28 
in Bruce Crossing, MI 

(906) 827-3944  

 

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE! 

Don’t Miss the 
OUTHOUSE 

RACE  
at the  

Bruce Crossing  
Independence 

Day Celebration 
on July 6! 

It’s gonna be  
some silly sit! 

The theme for this year’s Bruce Crossing 
Area Independence Day celebration is 
Made in America.   
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AREA CHURCH SERVICES  
Bethany Lutheran (WELS), Bruce Crossing: 5 PM Sun. Worship. Wednesdays, 5PM, Lenten Worship; 

6:30 PM Children's Bible Study & Confirmation Class, Pr. Tim 

Bruce Crossing Apostolic Lutheran Church: 12PM Sun. School, 1PM Worship. Communion 1st Sun. 

Pr. Hulkonen. 15121 M-28W.  

Bruce Crossing Bible Church: 10AM Sunday School, 11AM Worship, Pastor Chris Daily.  

15089 Maplewood Rd. 

Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Trout Creek: 9AM Sun. School, 10AM Sun. Worship.  

187 Division St.  

First Apostolic Lutheran Church, Paynesville: 10:30AM Worship 1st Sun., 2:30PM on 3rd Sun.  

First Lutheran Church (ELCA), Ewen: 11AM Communion Worship 1st, 2nd,  4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St. 

Ontonagon Baptist Church: Sun. Worship 9:45AM, 11AM, and 6PM; Wed. Worship 7PM.  

Pr. Virgil Ruchti. 615 Greenland Rd. 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church (ELCA), Paynesville: 11AM Communion Worship 3rd and 5th Sun,, 

13980 N. Paynesville Rd. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA), Mass City: 10:30AM Sun. Worship w/ Holy Communion,  

Wed. 4-5PM Bible Adventures & Faith Formation for children 4 yrs + 

Trout Creek Lutheran Community Church: 11AM on 3rd Sun. Worship.  

United Methodist Church, Ewen: 9AM Worship 1st Sun. Open Communion  

 

 

 

 

I n c lud e  y o ur  c h urc h  s e rv i c e   
i n f o rm a t io n  h e re  fo r  j u s t  $6 / mo n t h  

A memorial service will be held for 

Barb Fleming 

Friday, May 24 at 3:00 pm   
First Lutheran Church in Ewen  

           
          We hope you will be able to join us  
           in celebration of her incredible life.   

                          ~The Fleming Girls 

A Memorial Service for 

GERI SIKKILA 

will be held  

Saturday, May 11, 2024 

Visitation at 1:00 pm  |   Service at 2:00 pm 

at the  

Apostolic Lutheran Church  

in Bruce Crossing 

Lunch to follow in the church fellowship hall. 

 

BETTE L. (TOOMEY) RIGONI, 79, of Ewen, passed away on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at the Aspirus Ironwood Hospital in Ironwood, with her loving 
family at her side. Bette was born on Oct. 14, 1944, in Bessemer Township, a daughter of William and Yaga (Smolich) Toomey. She attended Bergland 
High School and graduated in 1962. Bette continued her education at Gogebic Community College. For many years, she was a dedicated licensed practical 
nurse.  

On Oct. 6, 1962, Bette was united in marriage to Raymond Rigoni Jr. She loved her church, community, daughters, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
most of all her best friend and husband of 61 years, Ray. Bette enjoyed baking and always had fresh baked goods to share. She loved being around people, 
always taking the time to stop and say hello. She liked taking a ride for lunch and taking the long way home. Bette was a familiar face at all community 
events, especially all Ewen-Trout Creek School activities. Her support will surely be missed. 

Bette is survived by her husband, Ray Jr.; daughters, Rae (Bill) Kaare, Rhonda (Hank) Leaf, Renee (Paul) Glad and Regan (Jeremy) Moilanen; grandchil-
dren, Andrea Anderson (Eric Sisler), Shane (Alexia) Johnson, Lacey Kaare (Steve Porez), Whitney (Nate) Peterson, Nicholas Glad and Cooper Moilanen; 
great-grandchildren, Jenna and Michael Anderson and Henry Sisler, Bryleigh, Dakotah and Scott Johnson, and Jack and Grace Peterson; a brother, Marko 
(Madelyn) Lulich, her sister-in-law, Kay Lulich; a sister, Barbara (Brian) Cook; and a brother, Bill (Coko) Toomey; and numerous nieces, nephews, great-
nieces and great-nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Mary Borseth; her brother-in-law, Wayne Borseth; and a brother, John Lulich. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on April 22 at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Ewen, with the Rev. Brian Gerber, celebrant. Rite of Com-
mittal and interment will take place at the Evergreen Cemetery in Ewen, later this spring. Jerald Rocco of Lakeside Memorial Chapel Inc, in Wakefield, is 
assisting the family with arrangements.  

Robert James DeVowe 

A memorial service remembering Robert James DeVowe, 55, of St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, who died on Dec. 16, 2023, will be held Saturday, 
May 18, at 11 a.m. ET, at the Apostolic Lutheran Church in Bruce 
Crossing, preceded by visitation at 10:30 a.m. EDT.  

The Rev. Ed Hulkonen will officiate. A committal service and inter-
ment will follow at the Agate Cemetery. A luncheon will be served at 
the church fellowship hall immediately upon return from the ceme-
tery. Jerald Rocco of Lakeside Memorial Chapel Inc., in Wakefield, 
is assisting the family with arrangements. OBITUARY 
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AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD  
GREENLAND: On April 15, following their Quarters-for-a-Cause Auction fundraiser at Twilly’s 
in Bruce Crossing, the Adventure Mountain Horse Show posted this on their Facebook page:  
Our hearts are overflowing with thankfulness for every person who whelped, and bought tickets, & 
threw quarters in the pot...we are so thankful for each and every one of you!! Bring on our summer 
shows.   
NOTE: The Adventure Mountain Horse Show club is an all-ages club that holds horse shows throughout the 
summer in Greenland at the Ontonagon County Fairgrounds. For information call (906) 458-8966.  

ONTONAGON/EWEN: The Ontonagon-E-TC Gladiators combined football program has found 
new coaches. Kadin Mustafa will be the new high school Varsity football coach and Brian Amos 
will be the new JV coach.  

WHITE PINE: Camp Josh held a Gun Banquet and Raffle fundraiser event on April 6 at the Konteka in 
White Pine. There was a dinner and a live auction along with high-value raffle items and raffle boards. 
The tickets were $50/person or $90/couple. Based on an April 7 post from Camp Josh’s public Facebook 
page, it definitely sounds like the event was a success, “We received tremendous support last night at the 
Camp Josh banquet. A heartfelt thank you to all who attended. We are fortunate to be part of such a gen-
erous community.”   NOTE: Camp Josh is a camp located on 40 acres in North Ontonagon County that 
provides outdoor recreational opportunities and education for people who have a disability of any kind, 
focusing on hunting, fishing, and the camp itself. It’s a 501©(3) nonprofit organization.  

EWEN: Whitetail Unlimited held its annual banquet at the Centennial Hall in Ewen on April. 

EWEN: The Ewen Class of 1964 will hold its class reunion the weekend of September 27-28 to 
coincide with the annual Ewen Log Jamboree weekend.  

ONTONAGON: Aspirus has officially closed the Ontonagon Aspirus Hospital and Emergency 
Room services as of April 20, 2024. Community members have continued to express their concern 
and much sadness over the closure on personal and public Facebook pages. 

WATERSMEET: The Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District held its annual dinner 
meeting at the Northern Waters Casino & Resort. School board members from each school in the district attended. During the meeting, attendees had the 
honor of watching several beautiful teenage Native American dancers dance to the beat of live drummers. There was also a special presentation by Native 
American education consultant and cultural specialist Ricky White. Mr. White shared how Watersmeet Township School District, which has a student 
body comprised of 75% Native Americans, has successfully integrated Anishinaabe teachings into its everyday curriculum. The theme of his presentation 
was, “What’s good for Native American students, is good for every student.”  With marked improvements in attendance, behavior and attitudes along with 
a graduation success rate of nearly 100%, the school’s enhanced approach to educating students is a sure winner. 

UPDATED on 3/25/2024 

MORE Post-season basketball awards 
Basketball Coaches Assoc. of Michigan 
GIRLS: Negaunee Ella Mason* - BCAM’s BEST OF THE BEST in the State of 
Michigan (All Divisions) (1 of 14 players honored with that distinction) and  
Individual Academic All State.  

E-TC Emma Besonen - BCAM BEST  

E-TC Irelynd McGeshick - BCAM Honorable Mention 

Wakefield-Marenisco Carine Cole -BCAM  Honorable Mention 

BOYS:  E-TC Austin Gordon - BCAM BEST  

 

U.P. Sports Writers & Sportscasters Association 
GIRLS: 
Negaunee Ella Mason - Ms. UP Basketball and Division 1-3 Player of the Year 

E-TC Emma Besonen - Division 4, First Team   

E-TC Bree Besonen - Division 4, Second Team 

E-TC Irelynd McGeshick - Special Mention 

Wakefield-Marenisco Emily Delfavero - Honorable Mention 

BOYS: 

Kingsford Dan Olkkonen** - Division 1-3 Coach of the Year 

St. Ignace Jonny Ingalls - Mr. Basketball and Division 4 Player of the Year 

E-TC Austin Gordon - Division 4, Second Team 

 
Detroit Free Press & the Detroit News, AND Associated Press 
Negaunee Ella Mason - Division 2, All-State First Team 

E-TC Emma Besonen - Division 4 All-State Honorable Mention  

**Dan Olkkonen is a native of White 
Pine and a White Pine High School 
Class of 1991 graduate.  

*Ella Mason is the great-granddaughter 
of Trout Creek native and Trout Creek 
High School graduate Dorothy 
(Hukkala) Anderson, and the grand-
daughter of Janice (Anderson) Mason. 

Basketball Coaches Assoc. of 
Michigan - Academic All-State 
Division 4 Honors 
The Wakefield-Marenisco Varsity 
Girls Basketball team (coached by 
Bruce Crossing native and E-TC 
High School graduate Alex Metas) 
was recognized as the number 1 
academic team in the U.P. with a 
weighted team grade point aver-
age of 3.8562.  The team was 
number 7 in the overall state.  
Congratulations!  
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The Price is Right 
HAVE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO 
PRINT IN THE OTTAWA SHOPPER? 
This example block of information 
is 2in. X 2in. Here’s what it costs: 

$18.00 for NON-PROFITS  
and RESIDENTS/ GENERAL PUBLIC 

$20.00 for GOVERNMENT or  
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

$22.00 FOR PROFIT  
BUSINESSES OR ORGANIZATIONS 


