
DEAR POSTMAN/WOMAN:  

Please deliver to one of the nicest people we know. 
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The Ottawa Shopper is published every 2 weeks. Over 4,800 copies are DIRECT-MAILED to EVERY home and business in  Ontonagon County, plus the 
towns of Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton, Covington, Marenisco, and Watersmeet - and all the places in-between. Additional copies are placed at area businesses 
for out-of-town visitors and seasonal residents. Each edition is also published online (www.ottawashopper.com) and viewed by thousands of folks in  
faraway places who want to keep up with what’s happening in the area. Out-of-area mailed subscriptions are available for $8/month (26 editions published 
each year). If there’s something you’d like to see in the Ottawa Shopper, please send an email to ottawashopper@outlook.com or call  
Rena at 404-433-7983, or Carol at 404-660-3893. 

THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER - SHARE IT IN THE SHOPPER!  

From the Heart of  
Ontonagon Valley 

FREE! 
COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER 

Mar 16 Elementary Basketball Tournament, Ontonagon School   
(Bakery donations needed, individually wrapped $1/ea.  Please drop off at the school on March 15.) 

Mar 16 Groomer Bartending Benefit & Snowmobile Giveaway, AJ’’s Lodge, Bergland 
(Details inside)  

Mar 16 ST. URHO’S DAY: Remember to wear purple! 

Mar 17 ST. PATRICK’S DAY: Don’t forget to wear green! 

Mar 18 Quarters for a Cause for Kris Mazur Cancer Aid, Doors Open at 5pm, Auction 
starts at 6pm, Twilly’s in Bruce Crossing (Raffle basket donations needed) 

Mar 22-23 Lake Gogebic “Winter that Wasn’t” Poker Run  (Details inside) 

Mar 22-25 UP Boat, Sport, and RV Show, Marquette (See Docks-4-U)  

Mar 25-29 SPRING BREAK: Gogebic-Ontonagon Area Schools 

Mar 28 Deadline for Ontonagon Conservation District Tree & Plant Sale Fundraiser 

Mar 30 2nd Annual Red, White & Bowl 9-Pin Bowling Tournament & Fundraiser at 
Logger’s Alley. Funds benefit the Bruce Crossing Area All-Community Inde-
pendence Day Celebration, Bruce Crossing  - Raffle baskets & more! 

Mar 31 EASTER SUNDAY 

Apr 8 Total Solar Eclipse - Western U.P. viewing time approx. 1:55pm - 3:15pm 

April 24 Spring Concert, 6pm CT, Watersmeet School 

April 27 Ontonagon Conservation District Tree & Plant Sale  - Order Pickup Date 

 

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 

We are a community charter credit union serving people who live, 
work, worship or attend school in; and businesses and other legal 
entities located in Ontonagon and Gogebic Counties. We look 
forward to sharing our credit union and its services with you. 

Insured by NCUA 

www.settlersfcu.com 

BRANCH OFFICE 
Northern Waters Casino at N5384 US Hwy 45 

Phone:  (906) 358-3066 

Mon   9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    
Wed    9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    

Fri    9:00 am - 4:00 pm CST  

MAIN OFFICE 
14623 M 28,  Bruce Crossing, MI 49912 

Phone:  (906) 827-3240  

Mon - Thurs    8:30 am - 4:00 pm EST 
Fri    8:30 am - 6:00 pm EST 

Sat (Drive Up Only)   9:00 am - 12:00 pm EST  

This statue honoring St. Urho was  
erected in Menahga, Minnesota  

in 1975. Legend has it that St. Urho 
chased grasshoppers away from the 

vineyards in Finland.   

 

THE NEXT EDITION OF THE  

OTTAWA SHOPPER  
WILL BE PUBLISHED ON  

MARCH 25, 2024  
(Submissions Due Mar 20)  
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White Spruce 

White Cedar 

Tamarack 

Red Oak 

Burr Oak 

Annual Tree & Plant Sale 
Ontonagon Conservation District Fundraiser 

 
Order by March 28  (Order pick-up in Ewen on April 27) 

 

                 Wildlife Plants & Trees  
 

 
  Hazelnut 

  Winterberry Holly 

  Highbush Cranberry 

  Serviceberry 

  Apple 

  

 
 To Request an Order Form  
  GO TO: www.ontonagonconservationdistrict.com 
  EMAIL:  ontonagon@macd.org     
  CALL: 906-231-0382  

American Chestnut 

Balsam Fir 

Hemlock 

White Pine 

Red Pine 

Time is Flying By…  
It will soon be time to open the 

SETTLERS DEPOT GALLERY 
for the 2024 season 
The members of the Settlers Artisans would 
like to thank everyone for your TREMENDOUS  
SUPPORT throughout the years. 

We look forward to seeing you in May! 

RED, WHITE & BOWL!  
9-Pin No Tap Doubles Bowling Tournament 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2024 
$50/ Team - Call or stop by Logger’s Alley in  
Bruce Crossing to sign up. (906) 827-9958  
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AS HEARD  
FROM A 

LITTLE BIRD COMMNITY GARDEN POSSIBILITY IN MATCHWOOD  

TEXT MESSAGE MMEL AT 906-575-3858 IF INTERESTED  

Ontonagon: Approximately 140 area residents, and two repre-
sentatives (Kenny Lee Waldrop and John Cane) from the newly-
formed Hospital/ER focus committee, met for nearly two hours 
on March 6 at the Onto. Theater to share concerns and ideas for 
preserving emergency room services in Onto. County. The 
meeting was originally planned as the committee’s first official 
meeting, but due to the urgent nature of the (continues on last 
page) 
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Settlers’ Co-op 
Bruce Crossing, MI 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION  

CONVENIENCE |  6am-10pm DAILY 

GROCERY |  8am-8pm DAILY 

DELI & HOT STUFF  |  6am-6pm DAILY 

FEED STORE |  9am-5pm MON-SAT 

PROPANE  |  8am-4pm MON-FRI 

Weekly ad prices good  
Mar 11 through Mar 17, 2024 
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Settlers’ Co-op     

Bruce Crossing, MI 
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We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or Federal Medicare Program.   

THE LAST ROUNDUP 
I just wanted to thank all family 
and friends that came from 
near and far To join in the last 
barn dance to honor Ceil. It was 
special. The laughter smiles, 
stories and an occasional tear 
made it great. To Jim and Di-
ane, Phil and Carol, John and 
Jen, Amy, Tom, Adrian, Audrey, Stella, and others I don't 
know about - thank you for keeping the wheels on the 
chuckwagon… to Tina and Brandy for running their asses 
off keeping all the parched cowboys and cowgirls hydrated. 
Thank you. To the conspirators…John, Amy, Keith, and 
Donny for cutting the horns off the bar tab when I wasn't 
looking, Thank you. Also to those that wouldn't drink on 
my dime….to Jen who drove the stagecoach full of drunk 
cowboys home so they wouldn't drive (including me) - 
thank you. You're what makes life here so special. I'm sure 
Ceil rode off into the sunset with a smile on her face. I 
know Super Ceil is up there telling all the rest of the angels 

how to do their jobs better.     - Mike  

As seen on Facebook, South Ontonagon County public page: 
Ginger Nurkala of Bruce Crossing made this beautiful quilt called 

Moonglow and it's the Mariners Compass design. Designed by 

EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/248073051890955/user/100031994812333/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXl3txnn6eP67WToEcHz0PLsqi04gXMRhMeLakc2ITk8hqomNbv7PY9pxaCAGWbZgueHOXtvObKoSzeIpyNnAD-exwwdDAqFo4hUcqZeFF7YynjPKdALx13U25VyNv5SRS6sKMKjNYZ9jWTSiQW8Q0mT-4VT11Q3dzAUGlfZ02Pr0
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544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

Need skid steer work including ground  
clearing, tag elder brushing, woods clearing?  

Call M&J Services for a free estimate! 

 

GOCAA MARCH COMMODITY  
SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD DISTRIBUTION  
The March schedule for GOCAA’s monthly Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program distribution to income-
eligible residents ages 60 years and older is:  
Wed, Mar. 20- Marenisco Town Hall 9:15-9:30 am, 
Watersmeet Food Pantry 10-10:30 am, Bruce Crossing 
Stannard Township Park 12:30-1 p.m. EDT. 
Thurs., Mar. 21 - Bergland Lake Gogebic Sr Center  
9:25-9:40 am, White Pine Township Hall 10-10:15 am, 
Onto. Holy Family Catholic Church 11-11:30 am, 
Mass City Resource Center 12:30-1 p.m. EDT. 
Food package contains cheese, milk, canned vegetables, fruit, meat 
and cereals. Recipients MUST show ID and are reminded to return 
their boxes. Those receiving food do not need to show proof of in-
come, but must meet the income guidelines to receive food assis-
tance. Times are subject to change.  
For information about registering for the program, call 
906-884-2106. This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

2024 Michigan 

Fishing Regulation 

Changes go into 

effect April 1.  

Inland Stream 

Rainbow Trout 

(Steelhead) 

Changes:  

Several Type 3 

and 4 streams 

have a year-round  

reduced daily pos-

session limit of 

one (1) Rainbow 

Trout 20" or great-

er.  

Great Lakes and 

Great Lakes  

Connecting Wa-

ters - Lake Trout  

& Splake: The dai-

ly possession limit 

between the two 

species has been 

combined.  
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BERGLAND TOWNSHIP 

Now Accepting Proposals 
Bergland Township is accepting proposals to complete  
an Assessor’s Plat for the Finntown area located within  
Bergland Township. Although the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) is broken into North and South, the Township  
anticipates completing both parts as one project.  
If interested, see the detailed RFPs located under the  
Announcements tab at https:/berglandmi.org.  

Submission deadline is 12pm (noon) on Thursday, April 4, 
2024. For more information please email the Township  
Assessor at BerglandAssessor@gmail.com, or call  
906-575-3522.  

Bergland Township 
PO Box 325  (101 Pine Street) 
Bergland, MI 49910 
 

BERGLAND TOWNSHIP 

2024 Board of Review Schedule 
Meetings will be held at the Township Hall at 101 Pine St, 
Bergland to hear appeals of 2024 property assessments 
and to consider Poverty and Property Exemption requests. 

Organizational Meeting: 

Tuesday, March 5, 4:30pm  

Appeal Hearings – Petitions will be heard on: 

Tuesday, March 12, 3pm - 9 pm 

Thursday, March 15, 9am - 3pm 

Property owners may appeal in person or by submitting a 
signed ‘Petition to Board of Review’ (MI Form 618) along 
with supporting information.  Written appeals must be 
mailed/delivered to: Bates Township Board of Review 
at101 Pine St, Bergland, MI 49910 and must be received 
before the close of the 2nd hearing session.  

PETITIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED THROUGH E-MAIL 

If you have questions, contact the Assessor Laura Erhart  
at 906-358-0504. PO Box 13, Watersmeet, MI  49969 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP  
2024 Board of Review 

All meetings held at the Matchwood Township Hall  
at 28978 Hwy M28, Topaz, Michigan. 

Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 7:00pm ET  

In-person Tax Protest Dates 
Wednesday, March 13, 2024, 9am - 3pm ET  
Thursday, March 14, 2024, 3pm - 9pm ET 

Contact Information 
Supervisor, Neil Wagner: 906-365-0057  |  Assessor, Melissa Prisbe: 906-364-2910 

Clerk, Gerald Kitzman: 906-236-5096 

TOWNSHIP NOTICES 

NOTICE FOR  
EMPLOYMENT 

The Ontonagon County Road 
Commission will receive  

applications at their office at 
415 Spar Street, Ontonagon, 

MI, until 4:00 P.M. local time 
until March 21, 2024, for  

the following: 

MECHANIC 
Application forms are  

available at the  
Ontonagon County Road 

Commission office at  
415 Spar Street,  

Ontonagon, MI or can be  
downloaded from 

www.ontoroads.org. 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

NOW HIRING 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP  
TOWNSHIP BOARD - NOTICE OF VACANCY 
Matchwood Township is accepting applications to fill the 
vacancy of Treasurer, which will be vacant on April 2024. 
If you are interested in applying, please send your notice of 
interest and your qualifications to:  Matchwood Township, 
PO Box 235, Ewen, MI 49925.  If you have any questions 
regarding this position, please call Gerald Kitzman, Match-
wood Township Clerk at 906-575-3236 or 906-236-5096. 

 

CHU RC H  SE RV I CE  L I ST IN GS  &  L oc al  bu s ine ss  su p por t  n eede d .  
Due to rising publishing and postage costs, combined with the limited number of local businesses 
who support the Ottawa Shopper by placing paid advertisements, the Ottawa Shopper is unable to 
continue donating a full page of church service listings. Churches who wish to be included in the 
Ottawa Shopper for the remainder of 2024 (March - December) are requested to please send 
$6.00 per month (or $60) to: 15853 St. Collins Rd, Bruce Crossing, MI 49912.   AND, encourage 
your favorite local business to consider placing an occasional paid advertisement in the Ottawa 
Shopper to help ensure it remains available in your area! Thank you!  

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD - 
(continued from inside)  
situation (i.e., Aspirus  
Ontonagon’s Feb. announcement 
regarding ending ER and Hospital 
services in April), word of the 
meeting spread on Facebook and it 
quickly evolved into an informal 
community-wide forum. The  
Hospital/ER focus committee 
shared with the attendees what the 
bits of info known to-date regard-
ing Aspirus’ decision to cease  
current services. Community  
members expressed their concerns 

and provided input and ideas for keeping and/or reimagining emergency room services in the 
area. Future meeting dates and times or other information will be shared in the Ottawa Shop-
per as it becomes available. 

https://berglandmi.org

