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The Ottawa Shopper is published every 2 weeks. Over 4,800 copies are DIRECT-MAILED to EVERY home and business in  Ontonagon County, plus the 
towns of Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton, Covington, Marenisco, and Watersmeet - and all the places in-between. Additional copies are placed at area businesses 
for out-of-town visitors and seasonal residents. Each edition is also published online (www.ottawashopper.com) and viewed by thousands of folks in fara-
way places who want to keep up with what’s happening in the area. Out-of-area mailed subscriptions are available for $8/month (26 editions published 
each year). If there’s something you’d like to see in the Ottawa Shopper, please send an email to ottawashopper@outlook.com or call Rena at 404-433-
7983, or Carol at 404-660-3893. 

THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER - SHARE IT IN THE SHOPPER!  

From the Heart of  
Ontonagon Valley 

FREE! 
COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER 

Mar 2 Inaugural Musky Expo, 10am-4pm CT, $20 admission fee, Northern Waters Casino Resort, Watersmeet  

Mar 2 41st Annual Gogebic Lodge Ice Fishing Derby, $40 entry fee, Gogebic Lodge & Resort on Lake Gogebic  
(Details inside)  

Mar 9 Hog-A-Thon, Lake Gogebic, Pre-fish Mar. 8. Sign up at Bergland Outfitters 906-235-8288 

Mar 10 Family Fun Day, E-TC School, 2pm-4pm, Crafts, Activities, & Book Fair 

Mar 10 Online Safety Program - An ADULTS ONLY  program, 6pm, Hosted by the Michigan State Police Computer 
Crimes Unit through the Ontonagon County Child Protection Council, at the Ontonagon Theatre of Performing 
Arts in Ontonagon (Details inside) 

Mar 16 ST. URHO’S DAY: Remember to wear purple! 

Mar 17 ST. PATRICK’S DAY: Don’t forget to wear green! 

Mar 18 Quarters for a Cause for Kris Mazur, Doors Open at 5pm, Auction starts at 6pm, Twilly’s in Bruce Crossing  

Mar 25-29 SPRING BREAK: Gogebic-Ontonagon Area Schools 

Mar 28 Order Deadline for Ontonagon Conservation District Tree & Plant Sale Fundraiser 
(See Order Form printed on last page of the Ottawa Shopper) 

Mar 30 2nd Annual Red, White & Bowl 9-Pin Bowling Tournament & Fundraiser at Logger’s Alley. Funds benefit the 
Bruce Crossing Area All-Community Independence Day Celebration, Bruce Crossing  

Mar 31 EASTER SUNDAY 

Apr 8 Total Solar Eclipse - Western U.P. viewing time approx. 1:55pm - 3:15pm 

April 24 Spring Concert, 6pm CT, Watersmeet School 

April 27 Ontonagon Conservation District Tree & Plant Sale  - Order Pickup Date 

May 24 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION: Gogebic-Ontonagon Area Schools 

May 27 MEMORIAL DAY 

 

 

THE NEXT EDITION OF THE  

OTTAWA SHOPPER  
WILL BE PUBLISHED ON  

MARCH 11, 2024  
(Submissions Due Mar 6)  
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ONTONAGON: Taylor Thomas, Ontonagon High School’s head 
football coach and teacher has accepted a new position as head 
coach for the Westwood High School football team in Ishpeming. 
As a 2014 graduate of Negaunee High School, Thomas says he 
feels like he is “returning to his home town area” with this new 
move. The Westwood Patriots varsity football team ended their 
2023 season with 1 win and 7 losses. Coach Thomas (aka. “TT”) 
is hoping to making an immediate impact on the Westwood foot-
ball program in 2024. Best of luck to Coach Thomas and Nicole!  

WAKEFIELD-MARENISCO: Wakefield-Marenisco 4th grade 
students had a great field trip on private trails owned by local resi-
dent, Tim Makela. The excursion was lead by wildlife ecologist, 
Tom Oliver. Mr. Oliver is the Director of Michigan Tech’s Center 
for Science and Environmental Outreach. Students (pictured be-
low) learned interesting things through hands-on activities, such 
as what material insulates the best and what yellow birch 
tastes like.  

WESTERN U.P.: 2024 Dates for Feeding America Mobile Food Pantries in Ontonagon are: Mar 6, Apr 3, May 
1, June 5, Aug 7, Sept 4, Oct 2. Each pantry will be at the Onto. Village Fire Hall at 315 River St, Ontonagon. 
The pantries will provide a variety of foods to approximately 300 families on a first-come, first-served basis. ID 
or proof of income not required; however, recipients must provide basic contact info and affirm need.  

KENTON: The annual predator hunt was held last weekend and the results are as follows: 148 hunters harvested 
a total of 59 predators: 35 coyotes, 8 bobcats, and 16 foxes. The first place team was “Predator Control” (Shane 
Stites, Emerson Manos, Joe Preiss and Damian Coffey).  

EWEN: Kindergarten registration for the 2024-25 school year at Ewen-Trout Creek School will be March 10, 
2024, from 2pm-4pm. Students must 5 year years old on or before September 1, 2024. Required  
documents include the child’s birth certificate and immunization record. Proof of residency is also re-
quired. 

AS HEARD FROM A LITTLE BIRD  

 

Annual Tree & Plant Sale 
Ontonagon Conservation  

District Fundraiser 
 

Order by March 28 
Order pick-up in Ewen on April 27 

 
Garden Plants and Trees:  

New Varieties Available for 2024!  
 
Apple 
Crabapple 
Pear 
Plum 
Cherry 
Blueberry 
Grape 
Raspberry 
 

  
See last page of the  

Ottawa Shopper for Order Form. 
 
To request additional Order Forms - 
Go to our website: 
www.ontonagonconservationdistrict.com 
OR - Email:  ontonagon@macd.org   
OR - Call: 906-231-0382  

Strawberry 
Elderberry 
Roses 
Peonies 
Lilacs 
Potatoes 
Horseradish 
Rhubarb 
Asparagus 

http://www.ontonagonconservationdistrict.com/
mailto:ontonagon@macd.org
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THANK YOU FOR  

YOUR SUPPORT! 
The turnout at our recent  

fundraiser was incredible!  

We cannot thank our  
communities enough for all  

of your support!  

 

Thank You,  

Ewen Volunteer  

Fire Department  

and  
Bruce Crossing Volunteer 

Fire Department  

Ontonagon County EMS - No Changes  
There are no changes to the existing EMS (Emergency Medical Services) 
the Ontonagon community relies on. SONCO Ambulance Inc., will continue 
to provide 911 coverage for the county, ensuring that emergency calls are 
answered.  

Aspirus MedEvac will continue to have a fully staffed crew and ambulance 
stations in Ontonagon to provide transport of patients between facilities and 
will assist to back up the local 911 services when available. The safety and 
well-being of residents remains a top priority and these services remain  
crucial in ensuring swift and efficient response to emergencies.  

Aspirus MedEvac, SONCO, Ontonagon/Gogebic/Iron County Medical  
Control Authority and the State of Michigan are collaborating to ensure that 
robust processes are in place to meet the emergency response needs of the 
community. We are dedicated to developing solutions that will continue to 
meet expectations and provide the highest level of care during emergencies.  

EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 
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CONGRATULATIONS JIMMY STEVENSON!  

FOR SALE  

FOR SALE: Generator Dunlite by Onon - 7,000 watts, like new, w/ Honda  
Engine - less than 40 hrs. Call (no text) 906-236-9271 

FOR SALE: Live edge buildings and saunas. Call: (no text) 906-236-9271 

Bruce Crossing native and E-TC alumni, Jamie (Roberts) Steven-
son, recently posted this picture and message about her son, James 
“Jimmy” Stevenson on Facebook:  We are incredibly proud of 
James' basketball achievement and his teammates for helping him 
reach the most points scored by a Milford High School player in a 
single game.  Jimmy is a senior who plays Forward at Milford 
High School downstate in Highland, MI. The Milford Mavericks 
are now 13-7 on the year. 

 

E-TC BOYS  
BASKETBALL HONORS  

Porcupine Mountains Confer-
ence (PMC) Champions:  
E-TC PANTHERS 

PMC 1st Team: AUSTIN 
GORDON 

PMC 2nd Team: CADEN 
BESONEN  

Honorable Mention: EASTON 
LEGAULT,  CHRISTIAN 
BESONEN  

Copper Mountain Conference 
Elite Team: AUSTIN  
GORDON 

Most points scored by an MHS 
player in a single game since 

the 1955-56 season!!! 
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544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

AN IMPORTANT  
Program at Ontonagon 
Theatre to Highlight 
Online Safety 
Between 2021 and 2023, the 
number of online enticement 
reports increased by 323% ac-
cording to the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited Chil-
dren. These numbers include  
“sextortion”, a form of child  
sexual exploitation where  
children are threatened or black-
mailed, most often with the  
possibility of sharing with the 
public a nude or sexual image of 
them, by a person who demands 
additional sexual content, sexual 
activity or money from the child. 
This crime may happen when a 
child has shared an image with 
someone they thought they knew 
or trusted, but in many cases they 
are targeted by an individual they 
met online who obtained a sexual 
image from the child through 
deceit, coercion, or some other 
method. 

Unfortunately, this is happening 
all over the world including in 
the Western Upper Peninsula.  

To help protect our children, the 
Ontonagon County Child  
Protection Council is having a program about smart 
online safety for ADULTS where the Michigan State Po-
lice Computer Crimes Unit will discuss topics such as 
high-risk social media apps, cyber bullying, legality of 
cyber bullying and much more. The program is for 
ADULTS only and is being held on Sunday, March 10, 
2024 at 6 p.m. EST at the Ontonagon Theatre of Perform-
ing Arts.  

Members of the Computer Crimes Unit are affiliated with 
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
and are members of the Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force. The Ontonagon County Child Protection  
Council is funded with a grant through Children Trust  
Michigan. If you have any questions, please contact  
Paula Domitrovich at 906-884-4539.  

Do you need Skid steer work including 
ground clearing, tag elder brushing, 

woods clearing? Call M&J Services  
today for a free estimate. 906-299-0575 
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Settlers’ Co-op 
Bruce Crossing, MI 

HOURS OF OPERATION  

CONVENIENCE |  6am-10pm DAILY 

GROCERY |  8am-8pm DAILY 

FEED STORE |  9am-5pm MON-SAT 

PROPANE  |  8am-4pm MON-FRI 
Weekly ad prices good  

Feb 26 through Mar 3, 2024 
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Settlers’ Co-op     

Bruce Crossing, MI 
Weekly ad prices good Feb 26 through Mar 3, 2024 
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I want to extend my sincere gratitude to all the people in town that reached out to help when Ceil’s cancer wors-
ened. All your thoughts and prayers were appreciated more than you will ever know. A very special thank you to 
my son, John and daughter-in-law, Jennifer - they couldn’t have helped more. Phil and Carol Maki, who helped 

with everything and constantly checked in to see what else they could do. All the goodies from Jim and Tina Ojala, and Jim and Dianne Maki, and 
my sister Laurel - they kept our saddlebags loaded for the duration. 

Also, a very special thank you to Melissa Miles, our hospice nurse. You are a saint among saints. You were always there no matter what time day or 
night. With Melissa, it is more than a job. She truly cares. As well as the rest of the hospice staff. You are all great people. To the Lions Club for the 
medical equipment, thank you. 

Ceil loved this town and everybody in it. She loved her job at Big Valley and took great pride in her work. She couldn’t say no when they called her 
out of retirement three times. She was the hardest worker I have ever known. She usually caught the biggest fish, too. There will be a celebration of 
life down the road and everyone is welcome.    
       ~ Mike Livingston 

THANK YOU  

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You from the bottom of my 
heart for all the expressions of kindness shown to me during 
this distressing time in my life. I never ever expected to  
receive such an outpouring of love from so many family and 
friends. What a great area we are fortunate to live in! I'm so 
sorry I missed the benefit at Twilly's, but I decided to stay 
away (trying to avoid catching a bug that could slow down my 
healing process). I'm slowly getting the hang of handling this 

new way of life! Again, Thank You all for all your kindness and concern.  

   Love and Hugs to everyone!    ~ DoeDoe Peltola 

DINNER DEAL! 
Bring this ad to 

Trailside Bar & Grill  

Buy 1  
Chicken Dinner--  

Get 1 Chicken 
Dinner Half Off 

OS 2/26/2024  

 

PHONE: 906-365-5227 
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BERGLAND TOWNSHIP 

Now Accepting Proposals 
Bergland Township is accepting proposals to complete  
an Assessor’s Plat for the Finntown area located within  
Bergland Township. Although the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) is broken into North and South, the Township  
anticipates completing both parts as one project.  
If interested, see the detailed RFPs located under the  
Announcements tab at https:/berglandmi.org.  

Submission deadline is 12pm (noon) on Thursday, April 4, 
2024. For more information please email the Township  
Assessor at BerglandAssessor@gmail.com, or call  
906-575-3522.  

Bergland Township 
PO Box 325  (101 Pine Street) 
Bergland, MI 49910 
 

BERGLAND TOWNSHIP 

2024 Board of Review Schedule 
Meetings will be held at the Township Hall at 101 Pine St, 
Bergland to hear appeals of 2024 property assessments 
and to consider Poverty and Property Exemption requests. 

Organizational Meeting: 

Tuesday, March 5, 4:30pm  

Appeal Hearings – Petitions will be heard on: 

Tuesday, March 12, 3pm - 9 pm 

Thursday, March 15, 9am - 3pm 

Property owners may appeal in person or by submitting a 
signed ‘Petition to Board of Review’ (MI Form 618) along 
with supporting information.  Written appeals must be 
mailed/delivered to: Bates Township Board of Review 
at101 Pine St, Bergland, MI 49910 and must be received 
before the close of the 2nd hearing session.  

PETITIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED THROUGH E-MAIL 

If you have questions, contact the Assessor Laura Erhart  
at 906-358-0504. PO Box 13, Watersmeet, MI  49969 

6 of 6 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP  
TOWNSHIP BOARD - NOTICE OF VACANCY 

Matchwood Township is accepting applications to fill the vacancy of Treasurer, 
which will be vacant on April 2024. If you are interested in applying, please send 
your notice of interest and your qualifications to:  Matchwood Township, PO Box 
235, Ewen, MI 49925.  If you have any questions regarding this position, please call 
Gerald Kitzman, Matchwood Township Clerk at 906-575-3236 or 906-236-5096. 

 

MATCHWOOD TOWNSHIP  
2024 Board of Review 

All meetings held at the Matchwood Township Hall  
at 28978 Hwy M28, Topaz, Michigan. 

Organizational Meeting: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 7:00pm ET  

In-person Tax Protest Dates 
Wednesday, March 13, 2024, 9am - 3pm ET  
Thursday, March 14, 2024, 3pm - 9pm ET 

Contact Information 
Supervisor, Neil Wagner: 906-365-0057  |  Assessor, Melissa Prisbe: 906-364-2910 

Clerk, Gerald Kitzman: 906-236-5096 

TOWNSHIP NOTICES 

March 9, 10AM - 12PM 

NOW HIRING: Porcupine Mountains Park has Full-Time 
and Part-Time Summer Positions available along with Lim-
ited Year-Round-Part-Time Positions! Positions available 
in Gogebic County (Presque Isle Campground – County 
Road 519 North of Wakefield) & Ontonagon County 
(Silver City – 18 miles west of Ontonagon) Stop by the 
Headquarters 8 am to 4 pm daily for an application OR give 
us a call at 906-885-5275, ext. 0 with questions. 

https://berglandmi.org
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We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or Federal Medicare Program.   

MEET INGS  
Ontonagon Conservation District Board  
Meetings: Held at 2PM at Rockland Township 
Hall on the following dates: March 8, April 12, 
May 10  

Alcoholics Anonymous:  
Bruce Crossing: 7PM every Wed., Stannard  
Township Hall 

Watersmeet: 7PM every Tues/Thurs/Sat,  
Spiritual Center  

McMillan Township Regular Monthly Board 
Meetings time is 3rd Wed. of the month at 5PM ET  

Help Wanted 

A&A Hardware & Auto 
in Bruce Crossing 

Front Counter and In-store Help 
Mechanical and Auto knowledge helpful  

but not necessary.  
Call Pete at 616-437-7300 
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AREA  CHURCH  SERV ICES  
Apostolic Lutheran Church, Watton: 11AM Sun.  
Worship. Holy Communion 1st  Sun. 11756 Salli Rd. 

Bethany Lutheran (WELS), Bruce Crossing: 5 PM Sun. 
Worship. Wednesdays, 5PM, Lenten Worship; 6:30 PM 
Children's Bible Study & Confirmation Class, Pr. Tim  
Johnson  

Bethany Lutheran Church (LCMC), Covington:10:30AM 
Sun. Worship. Communion 1st and 3rd Sun. Hwy 141. 

Bruce Crossing Apostolic Lutheran Church:  
12PM Sun. School, 1PM Worship. Communion 1st Sun.,  
Pr. Hulkonen. 15121 M-28W.   

Bruce Crossing Bible Church: 10AM Sunday School,  
11AM Worship, Pastor Chris Daily.  15089 Maplewood Rd.  

Calvary Baptist Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Worship,  
201 Pine St.  

Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Trout Creek: 9AM 
Sun. School, 10AM Sun. Worship. 187 Division St.  

Christian Science, Houghton: Sunday Service & Sunday 
School, 10:30AM,  209 W. Montezuma, Houghton (At the 
stop sign above the lift bridge, before Fine Line Tire)  

cshoughton.mi@gmail.com 

ELY Memorial Church (UCC), Land O’Lakes, WI:  
10AM (CT) Sun. Worship, 4302 Co. Rd. B. 

First Apostolic Lutheran Church, Paynesville: 10:30AM 
Worship 1st Sun., 2:30PM on 3rd Sun.  

First Lutheran Church (ELCA), Ewen: 11AM  
Communion Worship 1st, 2nd,  4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St.  

Greenland SDA Church: Worship 10AM Sat., 31369 N 
Firesteel Rd.  

Greenland Community Church: 10:00AM Worship, 9AM 
Communion Service 3rd Sun. of Month, 1002 Ridge Rd. 

Holy Family Catholic Church, Ontonagon:   
9AM Sun. Mass, 515 Pine St. 

Hope Lutheran Church (LCMS), Watersmeet: 9:30AM 
Sun. Worship. Communion 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun., Pr. Gary Albert. 
N1764 Hwy 45. 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Watersmeet: 
4PM (CT) Mass Sat. & 9:30AM (CT) Sun., E23933 D Ave. 

NORTHIRON Church, Onto.: 10:45AM Sun. Worship,  
104 N. Steel St.  

Ontonagon Baptist Church: Sun. Worship 9:45AM, 
11AM, and 6PM; Wed. Worship 7PM. Pr. Virgil Ruchti. 
615 Greenland Rd. 

Ontonagon United Methodist Church: 9AM Worship & 
Communion 1st Sun. ea. month, 109 Greenland Rd. 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church (ELCA), Paynesville: 
11AM Communion Worship 3rd and 5th Sun,, 13980 N. 
Paynesville Rd. 

Redeemer Free Lutheran Church (AFLC), Ontona-
gon:  9AM Sun. Worship, 10:45AM Sun. School; Wed - 
8AM Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast, 12PM Silent worship 
& prayer, 7PM Bible Study; Thurs, - 10:30AM Women’s 
Bible Study. Pr. Antel, 315 S. Steel St. 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ewen: 4PM Sat. Worship, 
201 S. Birch St. 

Siloa Lutheran Church (ELCA), Ontonagon:  9AM Sun. 
Worship & Holy Communion, 10AM Bible Study at Siloa 
House, 4PM Wed. Children Siloa Seekers  

St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Wor-
ship, 480 Forest Ave. 

St. Jude's Catholic Church, White Pine: 6PM 2nd , 4th Sat. 
Mass, 8 Cedar St. 

St. Mary's Catholic Church, Rockland: 6PM 1st , 3rd Sat. 
Mass, 11 Elm St. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, Ontonagon: 9AM Sun. Worship, 10AM Wed. Bible 
Study, 3:30-5PM Wed. Church School. 107 E. River St. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (ELCA), Mass City: 10:30AM Sun. Worship w/ Holy Communion, 
Wed. 4-5PM Bible Adventures & Faith Formation for children 4 yrs + 

St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Rockland: 10:15AM Worship; 9AM Communion Service 
2nd Sun. ea. month, 50 National Ave. 

Trinity Lutheran Church (LCMS), Covington: 9AM Sun. Worship, Pr. Corey Harman. M-28. 

Trinity Lutheran Church (LCMS), Bergland: 9AM Sun. Worship w/ Communion, 6PM Tues. 
Bible Study. Pr. Timothy Steckling. 404 Birch St. 

Trout Creek Lutheran Community Church: 11AM on 3rd Sun. Worship.  

United Methodist Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Worship. Pr. Dix. 108 Birch St.  

United Methodist Church, Ewen: 9AM Worship 1st Sun. Open Communion.  

United Methodist Church, Sidnaw: 3PM 1st  Sun. ea. Month -  Worship & Communion 

Watersmeet Bible Church: Sun. Bible Study 9-10AM, Worship 10:30AM Communion 1st Sun. 
Dinner & Bible Study Wed. 5:30PM-7:30PM. Pr. Yerks. Tues. - 9AM-3PM Northwoods Quilters. 
E23640 Hwy 2. 

White Pine Community United Methodist Church:  11AM Sun. Worship. 9 Tamarack St.  
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EWEN: A strong fundraising effort by E-TC Teen Asset Group led by Sandy Maki raised $922 dollars for the Onto County Cancer Association 
(OCCA)  as a part of Copper Shores’ November 2023 annual Giving Tuesday campaign. The OCCA showed its gratitude for the donation with 
the following post on Facebook in late November, “Thank you all for your donations and continued support. We are blessed to be part of an 
amazing County and Community.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Low-cost Orchard Starters 3-5 ft Whips Mix or Match (S=Standard, SD=Semi-Dwarf) 

       ONTONAGON CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
SPRING 2024 TREE & PLANT FUNDRAISER ORDER FORM 

Fruit Bearing, Bushes, Vegetables, & Garden 

Hardwoods & Softwood Plugs 

Wildlife Plants, Trees, & Seedlings 

Low-cost Orchard Starters 3-5 ft Whips (S=Standard, SD=Semi-Dwarf) 

                    ORDER BY MAIL by March 28, 2024.   
Send completed form with payment to:  Onto. Conservation District,  
Attn: Anne Kretschmann, 14300 Jousma Rd, Bruce Crossing MI 49912 

YOUR NAME:  _____________________________ EMAIL:   ____________________________________                         

ADDRESS:   _____________________________________________________________________________  

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER(S):   ____________________________________________________________                      

  

SUBTOTAL 

ADD TAX 6% 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

GRAND TOTAL  
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