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The Ottawa Shopper is published every 2 weeks. Over 5,400 copies are DIRECT-MAILED to EVERY home and business in Ontonagon County, plus the towns of 
Kenton, Sidnaw, Watton, Covington, Marenisco, and Watersmeet - and all the places in-between. Additional copies are placed at area businesses for out-of-town 
visitors and seasonal residents. Each edition is also published online (www.ottawashopper.com) and viewed by hundreds of folks in faraway places who want to 
keep up with what’s happening in the area. Out-of-area mailed subscriptions are available for only $8.00/month (51 editions published each year). 

If there’s something you’d like to print in the Ottawa Shopper, or if you have a question or a suggestion, please send an email to ottawashopper@outlook.com  
or call Rena at 404-433-7983. 

THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER - ANYONE CAN USE IT FOR SHARING INFORMATION! 

Dec 15-16 Mt. Zion Snocross National presented by Pat’s  
Motorsports, Mt. Zion Ski Hill, Ironwood  

Dec 17 Lake Superior Mason’s All You Can Eat Breakfast - 
8am-11pm, Ewen (Details inside) 

Dec 17 Twilly’s Annual Christmas Party, Starts at 12pm,  
All Welcome (Details inside) 

Dec 22 King + Country Christmas Concert Live Stream 
Watch Party, 8PM, American Legion Hall, Trout 
Creek  

Dec 23 King + Country Christmas Concert Replay Watch 
Party, 2PM, American Legion Hall, Trout Creek  

Dec 24 CHRISTMAS EVE - Candlelight Services  
(Details inside) 

Dec 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

DEC 31 NEW YEARS EVE 

JAN 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

From the  
Heart of  
Ontonagon  
Valley 

From the Heart of  
Ontonagon Valley 

FREE! 

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 

We are a community charter credit union serving people 
who live, work, worship or attend school in; and businesses 
and other legal entities located in Ontonagon and Gogebic 
Counties. We look forward to sharing our credit union and 
its services with you. Insured by NCUA 

www.settlersfcu.com 

BRANCH OFFICE 
Northern Waters Casino at N5384 US Hwy 45 

Phone:  (906) 358-3066 

Mon   9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    
Wed    9:00 am - 3:00 pm CST    

Fri    9:00 am - 4:00 pm CST  

MAIN OFFICE 
14623 M 28,  Bruce Crossing, MI 49912 

Phone:  (906) 827-3240  

Mon - Thurs    8:30 am - 4:00 pm EST 
Fri    8:30 am - 6:00 pm EST 

Sat (Drive Up Only)   9:00 am - 12:00 pm EST  

NEXT SHOPPER  

JAN 2, 2024 

Submissions Due Dec 27  
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What’s a cat’s  

favorite holiday 

song? Here Comes 

Santa Claws. 

 

Where does Santa 

deposit checks?  

At the snowbank. 

 

Knock, knock!  

Who's there?  

Ima.  

Ima who?  

Ima hoping to be 

on Santa's nice list 

this year. 
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SNOW PLOWING  
Bruce Crossing - Ewen Area  

Call: 906-231-6914  

- Alvin Luokka 
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SUNDAY 
DEC 17 
8am-11am 

From your friends at  

ELLSWORTH HEATING 
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544 River St. 

Ontonagon, MI 

(906) 884-4161 

101 S. Cedar St. 

Ewen, MI 

(906) 988-2329 

~ Arv & Carol Niemi 

Bob, Shirley, and Lisa Ogren 

Mark, Jill, and  Jesse Ogren 

Matt and Parker Polkky 

Nancy Johnson 

Verna Hautamaki 

 

GUSTAFSON  
SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

Gary & Debbie Gustafson 

EWEN, MI 

 
Total Tree Removal, Trimming,  
Stump Grinding, Snow Plowing  

and Roof Shoveling 

FREE  
ESTIMATES! 
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Settlers’ Co-op 
Bruce Crossing, MI 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION  

FEED STORE |  9am-5pm FRI & SAT 

PROPANE DEPT |  8am-4pm FRI 

CONVENIENCE |  6am-1pm DAILY 

GROCERY |  8am-8pm DAILY 

DELI & HOT STUFF  |  6am-6pm DAILY Weekly ad prices good through December 17, 2023 
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Settlers’ Co-op    Bruce Crossing, MI 
Weekly ad prices good through December 17, 2023 
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AREA  CHUR CH  SERV I CES  
Apostolic Lutheran Church, Watton: 11AM Sun. Worship. Holy 
Communion 1st  Sun. 11756 Salli Rd. 

Bessemer Christ Community SDA Church: Worship 11AM Sat., 
507 E Cinnebar St. 

Bethany Lutheran (WELS), Bruce Crossing: 5 PM Sun.  
Worship.  Pr. Johnson (715) 776-0313. 
Bethany Lutheran Church (LCMC), Covington: 10:30AM Sun. 
Worship. Communion 1st and 3rd Sun. Hwy 141. 

Bruce Crossing Apostolic Lutheran Church: 12PM Sun. School, 
1PM Worship. Communion 1st Sun., Pr. Hulkonen. 15121 M-28W.   

Bruce Crossing Bible Church: 10AM Sun. Worship, Pastor Chris 
Daily.  15089 Maplewood Rd.  

Calvary Baptist Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Worship,   
201 Pine St.  

Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Trout Creek: 9AM Sun. School, 
10AM Sun. Worship. 187 Division St.  

Christian Science Church Service, Houghton: Sun. Service & Sun. 
School 10:30AM, 209 W. Montezuma St.  

ELY Memorial Church (UCC), Land O’Lakes, WI: 10AM (CT)  
Sun. Worship, 4302 Co. Rd. B. 

First Apostolic Lutheran Church, Paynesville: 10:30AM Worship  
1st Sun., 2:30PM on 3rd Sun.  

First Lutheran Church (ELCA), Ewen: 11AM Communion  
Worship 1st, 2nd,  4th Sun., 200 N. Cedar St.  

Greenland SDA Church: Worship 10AM Sat., 31369 N Firesteel Rd.  

Greenland United Methodist Church: 11:30AM Worship, 9AM  
Communion Service 3rd Sun. of the Month,1002 Ridge Rd. 

Holy Family Catholic Church, Ontonagon:  9AM Sun. Mass 515 
Pine St. 

Hope Lutheran Church (LCMS), Watersmeet: 9:30AM Sun.  
Worship. Communion 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun., Pr. Gary Albert. N1764 Hwy 
45. 

Houghton Seventh-day Adventist Church: Worship 11:30AM  
Sat., 102 E Houghton Ave. 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Watersmeet: 4PM (CT) 
Mass Sat. and 9:30AM (CT) Sun., E23933 D Ave. 

NORTHIRON Church, Onto.: 10:45AM Sun. Worship, 104  
N. Steel St.  

Ontonagon Baptist Church: Sun. Worship 9:45AM, 11AM, and 
6PM; Wed. Worship 7PM. Pr. Virgil Ruchti. 615 Greenland Rd. 

Ontonagon United Methodist Church: 9AM Worship and  
Communion 1st Sun. ea. month, 109 Greenland Rd. 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church (ELCA), Paynesville: 11AM  
Communion Worship 3rd and 5th Sun,, 13980 N. Paynesville Rd. 

Redeemer Free Lutheran Church (AFLC), Ontonagon:  9AM Sun.  
Worship, 10:45AM Sun. School; Wed - 8AM Men’s Bible Study & 
Breakfast, 12PM Silent worship & prayer, 7PM Bible Study; Thurs, - 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study. Pr. Antel, 315 S. Steel St. 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ewen: 4PM Sat. Worship,  
201 S. Birch St. 

Siloa Lutheran Church (ELCA), Ontonagon:  9AM Sun. Worship  
& Holy Communion, 10AM Bible Study at Siloa House, 4PM Wed.  
Children Siloa Seekers  

St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Worship,  
480 Forest Ave. 

St. Jude's Catholic Church, White Pine: 6PM 2nd , 4th Sat. Mass,  
8 Cedar St. 

St. Mary's Catholic Church, Rockland: 6PM 1st , 3rd Sat. Mass,  
11 Elm St. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, Ontonagon: 9AM Sun.  
Worship, 10AM Wed. Bible Study, 3:30-5PM Wed. Church School.  
Phone:  906-884-4788 follow prompts.  107 E. River St. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
(ELCA), Mass City: 10:30AM 
Sun. Worship w/ Holy Com-
munion, Wed. 4-5PM Bible 
Adventures & Faith Formation 
for children 4 yrs + 

St. Paul's United Methodist 
Church, Rockland: 10:15AM 
Worship; 9AM Communion 
Service 2nd Sun. ea. month,  
50 National Ave. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS), Covington: 9AM 
Sun. Worship, Pr. Corey 
Harman. M-28. 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church (LCMS),  
Bergland: 9AM Sun. 
Worship w/ Commun-
ion, 6PM Tues. Bible 
Study. Pr. Timothy 
Steckling. 404 Birch St. 

Trout Creek Lutheran Community Church: 
11AM on 3rd Sun. Worship.  

United Methodist Church, Bergland: 11AM Sun. Worship. Pr. Carol Dix.  
108 Birch St.  

United Methodist Church, Ewen: 9AM Worship 1st Sun. Open Communion.  

United Methodist Church, Sidnaw: 3PM 1st  Sun. ea. Month -  Worship &  
Communion, Pr, Prewitt  

Watersmeet Bible Church: 
Sun. Bible Study 9-10AM, 
Worship 10:30AM  
Communion 1st Sun. Dinner & 
Bible Study Wed. 5:30PM-
7:30PM. Pr. Yerks. Tues. - 
9AM-3PM Northwoods  
Quilters. E23640 Hwy 2. 

White Pine Community  
United Methodist 
Church:  11AM Sun.  
Worship. Pr. Pete LeMoine.  
9 Tamarack St.  

 
Please Join Us for 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service  

December 24, 2023 
6:00pm-7:00pm 

A cookie fellowship will follow. 

BRUCE CROSSING BIBLE CHURCH 
14089 Maplewood Court 

(906) 827-3614 
Pastor Chris Daily 

 

Join Us for  
Worship! 

Trinity Lutheran  
Community Church  

in Trout Creek  

December 17th at 11AM 

Christmas Eve 
December 24th at 4PM 



OTTAWA SHOPPER             December 13, 2023 

We may not offer every plan available in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area.  
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or Federal Medicare Program.   

TOYS FOR AREA YOUTH - MARINE CORP LEAGUE  
The Ontonagon Co. Contingent of the Marine Corp League, Keweenaw Detachment #1016 has 
provided ‘Toys for Area Youth’ for the past 24 years. Out county residents, businesses, and 
friends have participated generously in the past to ensure that no child goes without gifts at 
Christmas time. Children react when they hear that “Santa Claus is coming.” You can see their 
faces change, filled with anticipation and hope. Their eyes light up and smiles appear. The joy 
and expectation of presents fill their heads. It warms one’s heart to see this happen.  

Last year, Ontonagon Co. children received gifts at the following locations: Greenland, Rockland, 
Bruce Crossing, Ewen, Bergland, White Pine, Ontonagon, Critter Range, Foster Kids, Head Start, 
At Risk, and other individual locations, all due to your generosity. 

Wouldn’t you enjoy being a part of giving hundreds of toys, books, and stuffed animals. It is be-
cause of your generous support that the Marines of Ontonagon Co. are able to continue with this 
program. Donations cans are set out in most businesses. Or if you would rather, you may send a 
check (check payable to MCL #1016) to:  
Robert Botkins, 15086 S Hwy M38, Ontonagon, MI 49953 

The Marine Corps League (Keweenaw Detachment #1016) and Ontonagon County children 
THANK YOU!! SEMPER FI!! 
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LONLINESS DURING THE HOLIDAYS  
For many, the holidays are filled with friends, family and constant celebration. People put  
socialization on overdrive and seem to take no breaks. However, for others, the holidays can feel 
lonelier than any other time of year. Not everyone has close friends and family to spend their time 
with during these cold few months. Some may have it reserved for extra alone time, and not by 
their own choice. Taking more time for yourself during the holidays is not unhealthy on its own, 
but doing so too much can lead to negative emotions and feelings of isolation. 

There is a difference in taking some alone time to avoid being around others. “Taking some time 
alone is kind of like taking a break at halftime of a football game,” says Megan Williams, Director 
of Suicide Prevention for Centerstone. “You’ve been chatting with people, trying to keep the  
conversation going for a couple of hours, and you need to take a 15-minute break to step away  
and recharge your batteries.” 

Alone time can be healthy as it provides time to focus on yourself and what makes you happy. 
There are several ways you can celebrate on your own: 

• Start a new tradition! Try creating a new holiday tradition for yourself, such as baking a  
holiday treat or watching a new holiday movie. 

• Rediscover an old talent. Pick up that dusty old guitar, pull out those woodworking tools,  
put on those dance shoes, or do anything else that makes you feel like yourself. 

• Do something out of the house. Attend a community event, or if weather permits, spend  
some time out in nature. 

• Write letters and make phone calls. You may just be alone for the holidays because you’re 
loved ones are too far to see this year. Spend some time talking to them on the phone or writ-
ing to them to stay connected. Even one short call can be uplifting. 

All people, whether introverted or extroverted, need some level of socialization to be healthy.  
Being alone can become unhealthy when alone time turns into avoidance or prolonged isolation. 
Feelings of anxiety and loneliness can cause us to avoid social interaction altogether as a coping 
mechanism. This isolation can lead to depressive symptoms, which end up further increasing feel-
ings of loneliness – it’s a cycle. 

Other ways to cope with holiday loneliness  
One of the best ways to cope with holiday loneliness is seeking out time with people. If being 
around others alleviates any loneliness you feel, be intentional about seeking out social interac-
tions. If you don’t have loved ones nearby, this may take more initiative on your part.  

• Look for volunteer opportunities. There are plenty of ways to help others, and opportunities 
only increase during the holiday season. Volunteering allows you to make a positive  
difference while socializing without all the pressure. 

• Say yes. Accept invitations from others to do things, even if they’re not people you  
usually spend much time with. You don’t have to say yes to everything, but putting  
yourself out there in this way can help you feel less isolated. 

If you’re feeling sad and lonely, try to not exacerbate these feelings by comparing your plans  
to others’. Stay off social media – it’s only a “highlight reel” of someone’s life and can make  
you feel small in comparison.  

SOURCE: https://centerstone.org/our-resources/health-wellness/managing-alone-time-and-
loneliness-during-the-holidays 

Legend has it that the pickle 
symbolizes good luck, and 
in Old World Germany, it 
was the last ornament 
placed on the Christmas 
tree. The pickle was hung 
deep amongst the branches 
of the tree, not making it an 
easy quest. The first child to 
find it on Christmas morning was rewarded with an 
extra gift from St. Nicholas. The first adult to find 
the pickle traditionally gets good luck for the whole 
year! 

To start a tradition that will surely last, 
Here's the story about the pickle of glass. 

The night before Christmas, it's hung on the tree 
While everyone's sleeping, it's done secretly. 

And on Christmas morning, when you arise, 
The first one to find it will get a surprise! 

A family tradition for all to share, 

You'll look for the pickle year after year. 

THE CHRISTMAS  
PICKLE 
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HARBOR TOWN PHARMACY 
in Ontonagon 

is looking for a person to work with our  

excellent team to provide the best healthcare  

for the people of Ontonagon County.  

Experience with computers is a must.  

QuickBooks knowledge is helpful.  

Please send resume to:  

James Brogan  

23172 West State Highway M64 

Ontonagon, MI 49953 

NOW H IR ING  

AS SEEN ON 
FACEBOOK - 
From the Sunshine 
Motels & Cabins 
public Facebook 
page posted on 
November 27, 
2023:  

A huge thank you 
to everyone who 
came out to sup-
port the free meal 
event at UP North 
Cafe. We would 
like to thank Faraz 
and Melissa Sid-
dique for hosting 
and preparing all 
the delicious fried 
chicken meals. 
Also, a thank you 
to Marie Kinnunu-
en and Rachel But-
terbach from the 
St. Nicohals Pro-
ject for assisting 
with bagging and 
delivering meals to 
local residents and 
workers who 
couldn't come to 
us. Due to the gen-
erous donation 
from local Ontona-
gon residents, we 
were able to raised 
a significant 
amount for the St. 
Nicholas Project. 
Thank you again! 
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FOR SALE  

FOR SALE: Generator Dunlite by Onon - 7,000 watts, like new, driven 
by Honda Engine - less than 40 hours. Call: (no text) 906-236-9271 

FOR SALE: Live edge buildings and saunas.  
Call: (no text) 906-236-9271 

FOR SALE: Boss Pro Plow used for 2 winters. Includes wiring harness 
and frame - came off a 3/4 ton Dodge. Call: 906-988-2305 

FOR SALE: Logix Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF)$900.00 value.  
Selling for $725.00 2-3/4” Insulation both sides, 25 pcs 8” Straight x 
4Feet,  2 pcs 8” 90 Degree Left, 2 pcs 8” 90 Degree Right.  
Call 906-884-2336 lv. message 

FOR SALE: 2005 Chevy Trailblazer, 4-wheel drive, new battery, new brakes/
routers, new power steering lines, and 5 new Firestone Winter Force tires.  
Asking $2,700 OBO. For more info call 906-842-3238. 
FOR SALE: Auger 2-seat portable ice cabin for ice fishing or deer blind.  
Asking $250 OBO   Call 906-884-2862, Ontonagon 

FOR SALE: 2002 Polaris SKS 700 snowmobile with a 136" track. 1 owner  
machine, 5,700 miles. Very good condition. Great all around sled. $1,700.00 
OBO Call or text 906-360-1463. 

FOR SALE: 1998 Artic Cat ZL 500 snowmobile with 121" track. Approx. 3,000 
miles, very good condition. $800.00 OBO. Call or text 906-360-1463. 

 

MICHIGAN DNR 2023 DEER HARVEST REPORT 
Totals based on hunters’ reported harvests as of 12/5/2023. 
 County Antlered None 

 Baraga  410  35 

 Gogebic  261  38 

 Houghton 557  103 

 Iron  920  436  

 Ontonagon 485  75 


